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' ‘The following memorandum has been prepared by. the Labour 
Department ofthe Board ‘of “Trade ‘for the’ “Board ‘of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette ” : 

On the whole there: has been an improvement during the 
month in the state of the labour market,-and the panntings of 
unemployed in unions making returns has declined. 

In the 86 trade unions, with an aggregate iembership of 
391,371, making returns 21,964 (or 5°6 pér cent:) are reported as 
unemployed at the end of June, compared with 6:0 per vent. in 
May, and 6°3 per cent. in the 52 unions making returns sf sane 
1894. 


In the coal mining industry, The average number of days per 
week worked during June by the 975 pits, employing 238,977 
persons, from which returns have been reeeived was 4°23; compared 
with 4°57 in the previous month and 4°76 in June 1894.’ 


Tron mining. —At 82 iron mines, employing 11,360 workpeople, 
the average number of days worked per week during June, was 
5°43 as against 5°74 in May. In the pig-iron industry ¢ the number 
of furnaces in blast, so far as included’ in the returns, decreased 
during June from 287 to 280, compared with 291 at the end of 
June 1894. The number of workpeople employed mer wer by 
about 24 per cent. during the month. 


Returns from 157 employers show that the number employed 
by them at steel and tin-plute works, rolling mills, and puddling 
furnaces at the end of June was 52,708, as compared with 53,350 
in June 1894. Returns from’ 30 tin-plate manufacturers show that 
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they had 114 mills in operation, as compared with 140 at the end 
of June 1894. 

Employment’ in the Engineering and kindred trades generally 
shows some improvement, the percentage of unemployed union 
members having fallen from 6-6 in May to 61 in June, compared 
with 9°0 per cent. in June 1894. 

Employment in Shipbuilding has practically remained stationary 
during the month, the percentage of unemployed returned being 
11°5, compared with 11:4 last month and 13-2 in June 1894. 


The Building trades continue busy. The percentage of un- 
employed in unions making returns remains the same as in May, 
viz., 2°5, compared with 3°5 in June 1894. 

Most branches of the Furnishing and Woodworking trades are 
well employed. The percentage of unemployed union members 
has fallen from 2°5 to 2°4, compared with 4°4 in the corresponding 
month last year. - 


The Printing group of trades remains fairly steady on the 
whole. The percentage of unemployed in unions making returns 
is 5°5, compared with 5°6 last month and 6°4 in June 1894. 
Paper-makers are not so well employed. 

The ready-made Clothing trade has been fairly busy, but was 
slackening towards the end of the month; the same is the case 
with the bespoke trade. 


The Boot and Shoe trade continues fairly busy in most districts, 
but in some cases.a seasonal falling off is reported. 


The Leather trades are well employed and the percentage of 
unemployed in unions making returns has fallen from 3:8 to 2°8, 

In the Cotton trade employment for spinners shows no 
improvement, but weavers are somewhat better employed than in 
May. 

The Woollen trade is brisk, overtime in some cases being 
worked; the Worsted trade is also well employed. The Hosiery 
trade has continued to improve; the Sv/k trade is fairly well 
employed. 

Information received with regard to 284 Teztile Mills, 
employing nearly 56,000 women and girls, shows that 87 per 
cent., were in mills giving full employment, as compared with 
84 per cent. in May. 

The number of Seamen shipped at the principal ports was 
10°4 per cent, less than in the previous month, and 2°4 per cent. 
less than in June 1894. 


Trade Disputes—The number of fresh disputes occurring in 
June was 65, as compared with 84 in May and 85 in June 1894, 
14 disputes took place in the building trades and the same number 
in the textile trades, 12 in mining and quarrying, four each in the 
clothing and shipbuilding trades, three in connection with sea- 
faring and dock Jabour, five in the metal trades, and the remaining 
nine in the miscellaneous group of industries. In 53 of the 65 
disputes 8,549 persons were involved. 
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Twenty-two old disputes, affecting about 3,200 people were 
brought to a settlement in June, and at the end of the month it’ 
was known, that 14 new. and 34 old disputes, involving together 
about 8,100 persons, were still unsettled. 


Changes in Wages.--The number of workpeople affected by 
changes in wages: reported during June was only about 13,000, 
as compared with 111,000:in May and 20,000 in the correspond- ' 
ing month of last year... The increases affected about 9,000° 
persons, including over 4,000 building: operatives and 1,700. blast 
furnacemen. The decreases include 1,000 steel millmen at Consett 
and Jarrow, and about 1,400 coal miners in Cumberland. 


CoMMITTEE ON THE IMPORTATION OF ForEIGN PRISON- 
MADE Goops. 


The public proceedings of this Committee are about to termi- 
nate. Any persons eng: to lay before the Committee any 
evidence hearing on the subject under investigation (sce below) 
should therefore at once communicate with the secretary, Mr. J. 
G. Willis, at the Board of Trade, S.W., stating the nature of the 
information they would propose to offer. 

N.B.—The terms of reference instruct the Committee “to 
“ inquire into the extent! to which goods made in foreign prisons 
“ are imported into this country, and to report whether any, and, if 
‘so, what steps can be taken effectually to restrict the importation 
* of such goods.” 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


Her Majesty's Office of Works.—The Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Works and Public Buildings are prepared to receive 
tenders for the erection of a new post office at Rothesay. 

Drawings, specification, and a copy of the conditions and form 
of. contract may be seen on application at the office of the Clerk, 
of the Works, Head Post Office, Glasgow, between the hours of 
10 am, and 4 p.m. 

Bills of quantities have been prepared for the use of builders 
by Mr. Robert Scott, of 115, Wellington Street, Glasgow, and, 
together with forms of tender, may be obtained at Her Majesty’s 
Office of Works, Edinburgh, on payment of 1/. 1s. The sums 
so paid will be returned to those persons who send in tenders in’ 
conformity with the conditions specified below. 

The Commissioners do not hold themselves responsible for the 
accuracy of the quantities, nor do they bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any tender. 

Tenders are to be delivered before 12 o'clock noon, on Monday 
the 22nd July, addressed to the Secretary, Her Majesty’s Office 
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of Works, &c., 12, Whitehall Place, London, S.W., and endorsed 
“ Tender for erection of new post office, Rothesay.” 

_ India Office—The Secretary of State for India in Council 
is prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply “ spans.” 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by 2 o’clock p.m. on 
name 4 the 23rd July 1895, after which time no tender will be 
received. 


Boarp or TrRapE AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have awarded a gold Greek cross to 
Father Sergei Popoff, Russian priest at Chaborova, a Samoyede 
settlement on the Kara Sea; pieces of plate to Captain Peter 
Ivanovitch Vassilief, Director of Lighthouses and Pilots of the 
White Sea, and to Mr. Vasili Petrovitch Smietanin, police officer 
at Ust-Zilma; and a gold medal to Mr. Ivan A. Koshevin, a 
Russian trader of Pustozersk, in recognition of their kindness and 
humanity to the crew of the s.s. “Stjernen,” of London, which 
was wrecked in the Kara Sea on the 22nd September last. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a silver medal and a sum of 
11, to Nicola Fragliasso, fisherman of Naples, in recognition of 
his services on the occasion of the capsizing of the lifeboat of the 
s.s. “ Oroya,” of Liverpool, which stranded when leaving the port 
of Naples on the 4th March last. 

Her Majesty the Queen has been graciously pleased to confer 
the decoration of the Albert Medal of the 2nd Class on Sub- 
Lieut. Charles Wood Robinson, R.N.R., 3rd Officer of the R.MLS. 
“ Teutonic,” of Liverpool. 

The following is an account of the services in respect of which 
the decoration has been conferred :— 

While the “Teutonic” was steaming at the rate of about 21 
knots an hour in St. George’s Channel, on the 17th April 1895, at 
6.30 a.m., when few people were about the deck, Mr. Robinson 
noticed a passenger climbing on to the raii of the ship, with the 
evident intention of jumping overboard. He made an ineffectual 
attempt to prevent him, and then, without divesting himself of any 
of his clothing, immediately dived after the man from a height of 
25 feet above the water, and only about 30 feet forward of the 
propellers of the vessel. 

Mr. Robinson reached the man; and did his utmost to rescue 
him, but his efforts were met with violent resistance, and in the 
end the man succeeded in drowning himeelf. 

Mr. Robinson ran great risk of being drawn under the pro- 
pellers, and when picked up was in a very exhausted condition. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a piece of plate to Mr 
John W. Kane, master of the American Barque “ Monrovia,” of 
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New York, in recognition of his kindness and humanity to the 
shipwrecked crew of the ss. “ Elmeto,” of London, which 
foundere | off the coast of Brazil on te 12th February last, 


‘CERTIFICATE OF ALTERATION OF THE AXE FISHERY 
District. 


‘The following is a copy of a certificate issued by the Board of 
Trade on the 15th June last for the alteration of the Axe Fishery 
District 


Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Acts, 1861 to 1892. 


Whereas the Fishery District of the River Axe was formed 
and its limits were defined by a certificate under the hand of one 
of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, dated the 26th 
day of March 1866. 

And whereas the Board of Conservators of the said Fishery 
District have duly applied to the Boird of ‘Trade to alter the 
limits thereof: 

Now, theretore, the Board of Trade, by virtue of the powers 
conferred upon them by the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries 
Acts, 1861 to 1892, and otherwise, do hereby alter the limits of 
the said Fishery District so that the limits of the said River Axe 
and of the Fishery District of the said river shall include so much 
of the sea coist and sea, and of all estuaries, rivers, streams, 
drains, channels, dykes, cuts, canals, lakes, water-courses, and 
waters, as lies within the following boundary, viz., a line com- 
mencing at the point where the southernmost extremity of Beer 
Head, in the county of Devon, meets the line of ordinary high- 
water mark, and thence drawn true north-west, until it reaches 
the natural watershed dividing the rivers and streams which flow 
into the sea between the said Beer Head and Portland Bill, in 
the county of Dorset, from all other rivers and streams, and 
thence continued along such watershed in a north-westerly, a 
northerly, and an easterly direction successively, until it reaches 
a point near Winterbourne Abbas, true north-east of the north- 
western corner of Abbotsbury Castle, in the said county ; thence 
straight through such corner until it reaches the summit of the 
Chesil Bank; thence in a south-easterly direction along the 
summit of such bank until it reaches a point true south-west of 
St. John’s Church, at Chesilton; thence straigit to the High 
Light near Portland Bill; thence true south until it reaches the 
seaward boundary of the waters within which Her Majesty’s 
subjects have by international law the exclusive right of fishing ; 
thence along such boundary until it reaches a line drawn true 
south from the aforesaid point at the southernmost extremity of 
Beer Head, and thence along such line to the said Head where it 
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began—such limits being more particularly shown on a map 
marked S. 861—1895, and deposited herewith with the clerk of 
the County Council of Devon. 


Signed and sealed by order of the said Board of Trade this 
15th day of June 1895. 
(Signed) A. D. Berrineron, 
(L.s.) An Assistant Secretary to the 
said Board. 


"TENDERS FOR Works IN CONNECTION WITH THE East 
Antwere Station. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from Her 
Majesty's. Consul-General at Antwerp, stating that towards the 
middle of August a contract, involving the expenditure of some 
5,000,000 frs., will be allotted for the construction of a new 
railway station. Further details as to conditions of tender have 
been asked for, and when received can be seen at the Commercial 
Department of the Foreign Office, between the hours of. 11 
and 6. ; 


Tenpers FOR Repairs at ANCONA. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received inform- 
ation that tenders are invited for the preservation and repairs of 
the local harbour at Ancona for a period of five years. 

Some further particulars may be seen on personal application at 
the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office between the 
hours of 11 and 6 daily. 


Report oF CANADIAN DEPARTMENT OF MARINE. 


The Board of Trade has received from the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, a copy of the Report of the Department of 
Marine and Fisheries in the Dominion of Canada for the 
yeat 1894. 


ForMALITIES AS TO Brtus OF LADING FOR BRAZIL. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from Her 
Majesty’s Consulate at Para reporting that the authorities of the 
State of Para have issued an order to the effect that goods shipped 
on bills of lading made out to order shall not be receivable by the: 
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holders of such bills until the absent shippers of the goods pay to 
the State authorities an annual tax of Rs. 300 $000 as merchants 
trading without a settled domicile. The order was to take effect 
from the 6th April last. 


TENDERS FOR STEAMER FOR THE PHILIPPINES. 

Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has 
received a despatch from Her Majesty's Ambassador at Madrid 
enclosing a Royal Order published in the Official Gazette of the 
3rd instant to the effect that the Spanish Government have 
invited tenders for the construction of a steamer destined to be 
used in the lighthouse service of the Philippines, The steamer 
is to be of 610 tons displacement, and propositions are to be 
presented within two months from the date of the publication of 
the Royal Order, in duplicate, at the Ministry of the Colonies in 
Madrid, and in Paris to the engineer commissioned by the Spanish 
Ministry of the Colonies in that capital. The original Spanish, 
containing further particulars, may be seen at the Commercial 
Department of the Foreign Office between the hours of 11 and 6. 


IL--IMPORTS OF HAY INTO THE UNITED 


KINGDOM. 


With reference to previous notifications in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” the following statement of the quantity of hay imported 
into the United Kingdom from each country during the month 
of June and the six months ended 30th June last, together 
with the corresponding figures for 1894, has been prepared 
from particulars supplied to the Board of Trade by Her Majesty’s 
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Customs :— 
Six months ended 
Month of June | 
Countries. 
| 
1895. | 1894, 1895. 1894. 
| | | 
| Tons Tons. | Tons. Tons. 
Russia, North = - | 927 90 | 25,988 
» South - 997 
Norway - - | ll 197 339 2,433 
Denmark - - - 73 | 169 423 3,560 
Germany - - - - 20, — 249 1,675 
Holland - 1,306 1,172 3,985 9,067 
Belgium - - - - 77 | 233 162 1,986 
France - - - - | 801 355 5,340 2,324 
Spain - - - 325 364 
Italy - - 125 
Turkey, European - 476 
» Asitie - | — 542 
Tripoli ‘ 3 3 
Algeria - om 263 4,189 458 
Cape of Good Hope - _ 1 
Victoria - - - _ 10 — 
New South Wales - 4 
New Zealand - - — 22 
Canada - -| 1,880 | 3,848 4,813 | 18,208 
Newfoundland - | 23 
United States of America - - 2,752 8,758 22,680 | 116,912 
Chile - - | 692 | 12 4,002 
Uruguay - - - - | 2 -- 
Argentine Republic - 2105 | 131 23 772 606 
7,051 16,465 43,070 184,767 
Deduct to correct | 
Turkey European - | 14 
United States, Atlantic - | 215 
| 7,051 16,236 43,070 | 184,767 
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Ill—THE WOOLLEN INDUSTRY IN THE SOUTH 
OF IRELAND.* 


The development of the woollen industry is of great con- 
sequence to the South of Ireland, and here and there throughout 
Munster there are centres where the industry has been brought 
to healthy activity, and obtained such a foothold that the goods 
from these concerns hold a prominent position in the market, 
but yet much attention is needed to preserve the status of these 
industries, and enable them to be further enlarged. The field 
fur improvement is vast, because side by side with the sale of 
local manufacture, there is a great quantity of imported material 
disposed of, the sale of which would be reduced in proportion to 
the growth of the home product. It is useless to be talking of 
home manufacture, or enlarging on the importance of Irish 
enterprise, unless these manufactures are supported; many 
Southern newspapers and an important Irish magazine, have 
published articles tending to encourage the purchasing of local 
mill produce, and if that advice be practically followed, the boon 
resulting from it will be considerable. People seem not to be 
aware how much they serve local interests by purchasing home- 
made instead of foreign material. They never calculate on the 
help thus given to local employment, and the addition to local 
wages and money circulation. all of which are powerful factors 
in the prosperity and the improved status of the people. 

The Bantry Woollen Mills—Through the enterprise of Mr. 
Thomas Copithorne, an important woollen industry has been 
fostered in Bantry, in South-west Cork. Some years ago, this 
mill, having been idle for a period, was acquired by Mr. Copithorne, 
who commenced operations by the carding of wool for the people 
of the locality who usually spun the wool by hand, to be subse- 
quently woven into the grey frieze, that is a distinctive country 
dress ia this part of county Cork. The experienee showed 
Mr. Copithorne that there was a prospect of success for manufac- 
ture, and he introduced the necessary machinery. The difficulty 
of obtaining trained labour had to be overcome by procuring 
skilled hands from the north of Ireland and Scotland, and with 
the aid of these the local people were gradually instructed as the 
technique of the industry required, so much so that the larger 
number of those now employed in the factory are of the locality. 
The trade was at first local, but gradually it became more extended, 
and now it is pushed into continental centres ; and not only are 
there orders from Irish houses, but there is an English and 
American market to be catered for, and the goods are even sent 
to Spain. A considerable wholesale trade has been developed, and 


* “Trish Textile Journal,” May 15, 1895. 
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indeed, there is but one source of regret, and that is, that the firm 
cannot turn out material to supply all the orders that are available. 
The mill is worked by water, and supplemented when necessary 
by a Robey compound condensing steam engine. The wool is 
purchased direct from the farmers; and for wool-producing the 
district cannot be excelled, a hardy breed of sheep supplying 
material of a fine and durable quality. The various processes of 
manufacture are conducted on the premises. In addition to 
serges, cheviots, and Saxony tweeds are turned out in large 
quantities, while “homespuns” and hosiery receive adequate 
attention. It is hoped that the popular sentiment in favour of 
home manufacture will expend itself largely in helping forward 
such an important industry as that developed by Mr. Copithorne. 
Industriel Exhibitions Arrangements are in progress for 
industrial exhibitions in Cork and Clonmel. The Irish Peasantry 
Society, London, has contributed a cheque for 25/. towards the 
support of the Clonmel undertaking. ‘The exhibition will be 
devoted to local crafts, and the success attending the display of 
three years ago warrants the hope that it will be a great 
success." A commendable feature is a prize list for handi- 
craft by soldiers and policemen. In both forces there are a 
number of skilled workmen, and it is well to give these members 
of the force an opportunity of developing their industrial talent. 
Southern centres are also stimulated in preparation for the Art 
Industries Exhibition in connection with the Royal Society’s 
Horse Show in Dublin in August. Money prizes and medals to 
the value of 75/. will be given in the departments of lace-making 
and artistic embroidery. In this section there will be a class for 
Limerick embroidery and Limerick lace, tambour and run. 
Wood-carving will have 10 classes, in which two southern schools 
will be represented, namely—St. Joseph’s, Queenstown, and 
Ahane, co. Limerick. In reference to technical education, so 
essential as the basis of industrial training, it has to be observed 
with regret that in a return showing the amount expended on such 
instruction in Ireland by the Science and Art Department during 
the year, there is not a city or town in the south credited with a 
grant, which implies that in the south of Ireland during the. past 
ear nothing was done to promote technical instruction. It is 
hoped at the close of this year the record will be better. 
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‘IV.—RAILWAY COMMUNICATION BETWEEN 
EUROPE AND INDIA 


A correspondent of the “Times of India” under date of May 
4th last, writes on the feasibility and advantages of direct railway 
communication between Britain and India. ., The Euphrates valley 
has Jong been talked of as the new route to India, the idea bein 
to establish a British port at Alexandretta in North, Syria, an 
carry the railway across to the Euphrates, at Birak—the head of 
the nayigation—and thence down the river bank to the Persian 
Gulf. The objections to this scheme—a scheme dating from the 
Chesney expedition—will suggest themselves to those who stydy 
the map and look at the circumstances from every point,of yiew. 
Alexandretta is not well.placed as a terminus for the Mediter- 
ranean, is an unhealthy place, and there would be no, gain 
politically. Besides, the Sublime Porte has already given a 
concession for a line of railway stretching right across Asia Minor 
from the Bosphorus vid Angora southward, the exict route to be 
followed after Mosul is reached being still undecided. A line 
thus conceded, it is manifest by a mere glance at the map, will.in 
the future constitute the direct railway between Britain and India, 
and involve the comparatively easy task of throwing a second 
Forth bridge over the Bosphorus at. one or other of the sites for 
such a structure at Constantinople. But the main, line taking 
this route must be a work of time, and meanwhile it is a pressing 
matter to shorten the present Red Sea passage, and render our- 
selves independent of the readily blocked Suez Canal. These 
objects. will be at once effected hy laying down a section. of 
railway from Ismailia to the head of the Persian Gulf, terminat- 
ing, to begin with, preferentially at the always accessible Arabian 
port of Koweit. The distance is about 1,000 miles, and the 
country seems to present no special difficulties. Water would be 
got, Indian way, by well-sinking. No railway of that length 
could be projected that would have more far-reaching results in 
advancing, not merely British interests, but the, welfare of 
neglected lands which form the cradle of our race, and are full of 
the secrets of antiquity. The whole length would lie also ina 
tract where British influence now predominates, and there is 
nothing but good-will shown on the part of the Arab inhabitants, 
who have, with some predatory habits, a strong commercial 
leaning. 

The best route for this section of the Indian raiiway is a matter 
for geographical investigation ; but one point to pass would most 
likely be the head of the Gulf of Akabah, and the other a point 
of junction with the \Turkish line through Assyria, in- the 
Mesopotamian Jerireh, between Bagdad and Bussorah, The 
junction is provisionally carried so far north, because there is 
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every reason to suppose the Euphrates flows over a vast coal 
deposit at about this part of its course, evidenced by bitumen and 
naphtha springs mentioned by Herodotus, and still running in 
our own day. Now what would be the effect of connecting 
Ismailia and the Persian Gulf by railway, but removing the 
commercial frontier of our Indian Empire at one sweep from 
Kurrachee to Alexandria? It is apparent that when our military 
reliefs and Brindisi passengers land in Egypt, and can reach the 
Persian Gulf in a day and a night, fast steamers will be put on 
between Koweit and Kurrachee, performing the sea part of the 
journey in three and a half days at a great reduction of fare. 

he long pending desert section of railway between Kurrachee 
and Agra would then be profitable to make, and nearly all the 
stream of passenger traffic and troop reliefs would be diverted 
from Bombay to the nearer and rising port of Kurrachee. 

The latter is much better suited than Bombay for Europeans 
making their first acquaintance with India. Kurrachee lies just 
outside the tropics, and has a much cooler and drier climate than 
Bombay, and one which is not at all uncongenial to the European 
constitution. Villas in cut stone and of colonial pattern are 
being built there in numbers, and the place is rapidly preparing 
for its obvious destiny as the European port of India. Kurrachee 
also, with an annual rainfall of only 7 inches, is singularly well 
adapted for the secure storage of all kinds of raw produce. 
From a defensive point of view the Egypto-Assyrian Railway 
holds out enormous advantages over the clumsy “ overland ” 
route, so called, down the Red Sea. The moral effect of the 
thousands of our men in transit across the Arabian and Red Seas 
is now entirely lost. Their presence adds no strength to the 
Empire. But the continuous landing of the relieving bodies of 
men in Egypt and in transit over the most vital portion of the 
mainland of Arabia would give us at once full value for their 
services, and the whole merely at the cost of a thousand miles 
of railway, cheap to make, and crossing very little drainage to 
speak of. 

It would, in fact, be quite practicable to arrange a daily mail 
service to India throughout Egypt, and vid the Persian Gulf and 
Kurrachee, as soon as the thousand miles of railway were 
opened to traffic. Such, then, are the results to be expected 
from a thousand miles of railway in Arabia, namely, extension of 
the British Indian Empire by 20 degrees of longitude, the 
opening of immense coalfields, a daily mail by a very short sea 
passage, substitution of the extra-tropical port of Kurrachee 
for the steamy intra-tropical and monsoon-saturated port of 
Bombay, as well as more reasonable passage fares, and utilisation 
of our wasted military resources. There is no line of the same 
mileage that has ever opened up such a brilliant prospect to the 
nation. Of course its construction would be followed as a 
political necessity by the extension of the Egypto-Assyrian 
system along the shores of the Persian Gulf and Beluchistan to 
meet the railways terminating in Kurrachee. But nearly all the 
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gain would accrue before this section was entered upon. It 
would allow of through trains running between Europe and 
India, and give Great Britain a material stake on the Persian 
littoral. There is understood to be no difficulty in taking a rail- 
way over the low strip underlying the mountains which bound 
the great plateau of Persia, and the whole extent would be under 
the protection of our fleet in Indian waters. Without question 
there would be freight both for the trains and steamers. For 
passengers there would be the convenient option of going right 
through in Pullman cars, or, at little sacrifice of time, performing 
ortions of the journey in quick steamers. Branch lines to 
spahan and Shiraz, as indicated by the late Sir Oriel St. John, 
would bring the trade of the south of Persia to the old centre at 
Ormuz, and the straits there can be fortified at a small cost. 
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*V.—RUSSIAN SUGAR SYNDICATE.* 


Some. interesting information has, been lately published with 
regard to the Russian sugar syndicate (Le Syndicat des Sucres). 
taken from “ Les,syndicats industriels” of M. Yanjoul, professor. 
of political economy at the university of ; 

The Government having refused to undertake.the control of the 
sugar production, the parties concerned had resort. to.a private: 
agreement amongst themselves. On the, 28th April 1887, 171, 
manufacturers (out of a total of 219) formally signed at _Kief,, 
before a notary, an agreement to determine for the remainder of 
the season 1886-87, and the two following seasons, the maxi- 
mum of sugar to be placed on the home market by each 
manufactory. This maximum was first fixed at 95 per cent. of 
the average production of the five years preceding, or at 66} per 
cent. of the highest figure to which the production had attained 
during either of the seasons 1881-82, 1885-86. Any amount 
produced in excess to be exported. A committee formed by the 
syndicate was charged with the surveillance of the members ; and 
would notify to them to stop the exportation as soon as the price 
of sugar—including duties, should reach 4 roubles 50 kopecks on 
the Kief Exchange. 

This agreement was renewed in 1888 for two years, and in 
1890 till the 1st September 1895. In 1888, the number of sub- 
scribers was 190 (out of 221) and in 1890, 193 (out of 223). 
Since the arrangement of 1888, the contingents of the members 
have been modified on a basis of production power, and this has 
increased the quota of 68 manufactories. In 1890, the duties 
having been increased by 15 kopecke, it was decided not to stop 
exportation till the prices should touch 4 roubles 65 kopecks. 
Finally, the convention was prorogued (on the 30th September 
1894) for four years to date from the lst September 1895. The 
new arrangement permits of the following amendments :— 

The syndicate is obliged to form a reserve of three million 

uds to supply the market in the eventuality of a bad beetroot 
rex or an exceptional rise in prices; exportation must cease if 
prices rise to 5 roubles in winter, and 5 roubles 25 kopecks in 
summer; the agreement authorises members to form groups for 
the collective exploiting of their share. In addition, if a factory 
be destroyed by fire it will have the right to cede to another the 
amount which it is authorised to sell in Russia. Finally, as in 
previous agreements, the syndicate has a right to compensation 
for any unfulfilled engagement ; penalties are inflicted not only in 
the case of sales made over and above the authorised amount, but 
also in the case of any delay in the exportations. 


* << Bulletin Russe de Statistique Financiére et de Législation,” May 1895. 
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M. Yanjoul goes on to say that the formation of the syndicate 
has shown beneficial results, it being an undeniable fact that 
without such an arrangement as was come to in 1887, the crisis 
would have developed into a catastrophe for a large number of 
factories. It is said that a third of the existing establishments 
would have been involvedinruin. Another point in favour of the 
syndicate is the stability in the price of sugars since 1887. 

xcept in 1893 (following on the bad harvest of 1892), the prices 
of sugars have been, under the syndicate, infinitely more stable 
than during the antecedent period. i 

The object of the syndicate is not to limit, as do many other 
similar organisations, the production of the article in order to 
regulate the price of it ; but, aceording to a document published 
by the syndicate itself, to divide fairly among the factories the 
exportation, which must be carried on at a loss, without diminish- 
ing the amount exported or the country’s production of sugar. 

It is on this basis that the syndicate of sugar is constituted. 
If the production imposes a loss on the export trade, the 
manufacturers are obliged to cover this loss by raising their 
prices in the country itself. So the foreign consumer’s 
gain is the Russian consumer’s loss; The manufacturers 
themselves are beginning to understand that the present’ is' an 
abnormal state of affairs. A pamphlet published three years ago 
by the committee of the syndicate, on the sugar industry’ of 
Hussia and Germany, came to the conclusion that it would ''be 
rash to found the future of the Russian sugar industry on ‘the 
hope of an everlastingly victorious competition with the German 
product on the western markets. It appears desirable, says 
M. Yanjoul, in conclusion, to limit the production of sugar in 
Russia to the needs of the country’s consumption. 1) £48 

The following figures are taken from the official statisties for 
the years given:—Area planted with beetroot 1892, 255,410 
dessiatines (7897, 28/,/40). Amount produced 1892, 235,880,000 
pouds (7897, 266,081,000). .Number of manufactories 1891-92, 
226 (1890-91, 223). Amount of beetroot used 1891-92, 
262,556,000 pouds (7890-91, 301,990,000). Duty paid on 
native sugars 1893, 30,042,819 roubles (7892, 27,525,430). 


Note.—Dessiatine = 2°7 acres. Poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois. Rouble. (gold) = 
3s, 2d. 
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VI—GERMAN AGRICULTURE.* 


German agriculture kas been subject to recurring depressions 
during the whole of the present century, and that such a 
depression exists at the present time cannot be duubted. The 
unanimous opinion of all the Parliamentary representatives of 
the landed interest, both in the Prussian Landtag and in the 
Reichstag, the formation of a distinct agrarian party, and the 
efforts made by that party to obtain some means of relief, are 
sufficient proof of this; and the present abnormally low prices 
of wheat and rye, which are admittedly below the cost of pro- 
duction, are in themselves a sufficient cause. 


The depression is now general throughout the country, but it 
began earlier, and is more accentuated in the eastern provinces of 
Prussia—which are purely agricultural and far from the great 
markets—than in any other part of Germany. In the west, 
owing chiefly to the beet sugar industry which is encouraged by 
bounties, the depression was warded off for some time, but beet 
growing having now almost ceased to pay, it is felt all the more 
acutely. Nor can it be said that there are any signs of improve- 
ment at present. 

The importance of the agricultural calling in Germany may be 
judged from the following figures :—According to the census of 
1882 (the last available for purposes of comparison) the number 
employed in agriculture prveer was 18,704,038, in gardening 
133,690, in the breeding of animals not generally connected with 
agriculture 3,090, in forestry and shooting 308,225, in the 
fisheries 76,402, or a total of 19,225,445. 

The number of independent producers, owners, managers, or 
heads of establishments was estimated at 5,602,103 persons, of 
whom 2,289,163, or 4087 per cent., were employed by agri- 
culture, leaving 59°13 per cent. for all other callings, 


No other single group of producers, therefore, can equal the 
agriculturists in point of numbers, as they constitute over 40 per 
cent. of the total population. 

By far the most important articles of production in German 
agriculture are cereals. According to the statistics for 1893 the 
total area employed for agricultural purposes in Germany was 
86,891,720 acres, of which 63,679,140 acres were arable land. 
Of this area, the principal varieties of grain, viz., rye, wheat, 
oats, barley, &c., occupied :-— 


* Report of Mr. Whitehead, second Secretary in Her Majesty’s Embassy at 
Berlin (Foreign Office Miscellaneous Series, No. 361). 
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Oats + - - ~ - 9,651,150 
Wheat ~ - - - 5,052,960 
Barley - - 4,020,650 
Other varieties - 873,060 
Mixed crops - 791,880 
85,257,550 

Other cereals and pulse, such as buckwheat, maize, peas, lentils, 
Total - - - 39,516,450 


On the other hand the total area used for roots and vegetables 
amounted to 10,471,110 acres, for trade plants (rape, seed, poppies, 
hemp, flax, tobacco, hops, &¢c.) to 64,150 acres, for green fodder 
(clover, lucerne, &c.), to 6,225,380 acres. 

The question of the cost of production of cereals in Germany 
is an exceedingly difficult one, and the estimates and assertions 
that are made on this subject vary too much to afford any reliable 
data. Corn-growing, cattle-breeding, and other branches of 
agriculture are carried on simultaneously on nearly all farms, and 
the differences in the quality of the soil and climatic influences 
make a general estimate impossible. On the same field the crop 
in one year may, in consequence of different conditions of 
weather, be twice what it is in another, while the outgoings 
remain the same. At the same time the system of book-keeping 
employed by agriculturists is not usually a very careful one, so 
that their calculations are seldom reliable, and in spite of many 
investigations by writers on agricultural subjects and by the 
Royal Experimental Stations, no certain scale of cost has as yet 
been attained. The agomnevte of the Agrarian party attribute 
the high cost of production complained of exclusively to the 
unnecessarily high price of land, to the heavy mortgages which 
have been placed upon it, and to the extravagant mode of life of 
the landed proprietors. 

The fairest and most impartial observers are of opinion, that 
taking the question of corn-growing as a whole, and putting aside 
extreme cases whether favourable or unfavourable, it must be 
admitted that the majority of landowners and farmers are unable 
to carry on this principal branch of German agriculture at « profit 
while the present prices continue. 

In spite of the depression of 1885 to 1887, and of the present 
time, no great change has taken place in the areas under wheat 
and rye cultivation, In a country like Germany where agricul- 
ture is for the most part carried on by traditional methods 
changes of this kind are necessarily slow, especially as in the 
greatest portion of the northern plains neither climate nor soil 
are favourable to the conversion of arable into grass land. 

87760. B 


17 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


18 GERMAN AGRICULTURE. [July 1895. 


The following table shows the approximate areas upon which 
rye, wheat, barley, &c., were grown in Germany, from 1889 to 
1893, in acres :-— 


Year. Rye. Wheat. | Barley. | Potatoes. Oats. Grass. 
Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. 
1889 14,334,000 | 4,833,000 | 4,164,000 | 7,208,000 9,602,000 | 14,601,000 
1890 14,381,000 | 4,843,000 | 4,112,000 | 7,178,000 9,647,000 | 14,601,000 
1891 18,539,000 | 4,658,000 | 4,463,000 | 7,220,000 | 10,265,000 | 14,594,000 
1892 | 14,030,000 | 4,880,000 | 4,176,000 | 7,238,000 | 9,852,000 | 15,559,000 
1893 14,866,000 | 5,051,000 | 4,020,000 | 7,504,000 9,649,000 | 14,616,000 


With regard to Prussia, Baron von Hammerstein, Minister of 
Agriculture, in a speech made before the Prussian House of 
Deputies on January 29 last, draws the following conclusions 
from the Imperial statistics from which the above table is taken. 

In the whole kingdom of Prussia the total area of culti- : 
vated arable land and gardens in the decade 1883-93, in- . 
creased by 4 per cent.; grass fields and meadows decrease 
by § per cent., rough pasture and waste land by 3 per cent., 
while the forests increased by 4 per cent. In the province of 
East Prussia alone (a purely agricultural province) arable land 
and gardens increased by 4 per cent. in the same period, while 
grass fields and meadows decreased by 5} per cent., pasture and 
waste lands by 7 per cent., and forests by 2 per cent. 

Although the actual total area under grain and pulse cultiva- 
tion in the kingdom has increased, its ratio to the whole cultivated 
area decreased by 2 per cent. ; the cultivation of potatoes on the 
other hand, increased by 44 per cent., that of root crops by 
14 per cent., and of green fodder by 25 per cent. The cultiva- 
tion of so-culled “trade plants” (poppies, hops, flax, &c.), de- 
creased by 23 per cent. The Minister of Agriculture concludes 
from these fi that the more careful agriculturists have taken 
some pains for years past to alter their cultivations, so as to 
meet the state of the market, and that an advance has taken 
place in cattle breeding as compared with tillage. The following 
extract from the general cattle census of the German Empire 
shows, in fact, an increase in the number of horned cattle u 
to 1892, a steady increase in the number of pigs, but a rapi 
decrease in sheep. 


Year. Horses. Cattle. Sheep. Pigs. 
1873 - - - | 3,352,231 15,776,702 | 24,999,406 7,124,088 
1883 - - | 8,522,545 15,786,764 | 19,189,715 9,206,195 
1892 - - -| 8,836,256 17,555,694 13,589,612 12,174,288 
1893 - - No data. 16,372,591 No data. 12,205,825 


| 
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Planting has not taken place to any great extent of late years 
in Germany, and where it has done so it consisted mostly in the 
afforesting of waste lands, or in replanting recent cleari The 
afforesting of arable lands has been very limited and has been 
applied to the very poorest land only. the period from 1883 
to 1893 the forests increased as follows :— 


Crown and | Communal |. Private 
Year. State Forests.| Forests. Forests. Total. 
Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. 
1883 : - ~ 11,134,000 6,625,000 16,608,000 34,867,000 
1893 7 ~| 11,349,000 | 6,753,000 | 16,871,000 | 34,473,000 


The forests in private hands show a decrease; it may be_ 
assumed therefore that agriculturists have not as yet sought 
relief in this direction. 

The severe depression of agriculture is too recent to have 
brought about extensive changes in the relative areas of arable, . 
grass and woodland ; its real results in this respect will not be 
seen till much later. 

At present, in the many proposals made by agriculturists and 
others for meeting the depression, no mention is made of changes 
in cultivation. in individual cases such changes are no doubt 
occasionally made, but on an extensive scale there is no question 
of it, the agriculturists apparently fixing all their hopes upon 
legislative measures which will raise the price of grain and so 
relieve their distress. 


Bounties and Drawbacks. 


The following are the principal bounties and drawbacks granted 
in Germany :— 

According to the Imperial law of May 31, 1891, all sugar 
manufactured in Germany from beetroot, with or without the 
admixture of other raw materials, pays an excise duty (Ver- 
brauchssteuer) of 9s. per cwt. This duty is collected when the 
sugar passes from the control of the reuenue officers (under whose | 
supervision the manufacture is carried on) into free inland com- 
merce. Sugar which is exported from Germany, or deposited in 
a bonded warehouse under Government seal without leaving the 
control of the revenue authorities, pays no duty, but if it has once 
paid, the duty is not returned on exportation. In the case of 
manufactured articles, however, in the preparation of which 
German beet sugar is used, the Federal Council may order the 
refund, upon exportation, of the excise duty paid upon the 
amount of “yo which they contain. German beet sugar (waste) 
intended for feeding cattle, or for any purposes other chen human 
consumption, is free of excise duty. 
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The law in question further provides that of the three 
q sugar 


following 


(a.) Raw sugar containing at least 90 per cent., or refined 
sugar containing between 90 and 98 per cent. of pure 

(5.) Candy, and sugar in hard white loaves, blocks, discs, sticks, 
or cubes, and crystallised sugar of any other description, 
containing at least 994 per cent. of pure sugar ; 

(c.) All other varieties of hard dry sugar (with less than 1 per 
cent. of water), and containing at least 98 per cent. of 
pure sugar, except those included in class d ; 


when exported in quantities of more than half a ton (500 kilos.), 
should receive a bounty on exportation derived from the proceeds 
of the excise duty on sugar, amounting to— 


—— Per Cwt. Per 100 Kilos. 
s. d. Marks pf. 
Class A - - - : - 0 7 1 25 
- 1 0 2 00 
- - - 0 10 1 65 


if exported at any time between August 1, 1892, and July 31, 


1895; or of— 
Per Cwt. Per 100 kilos. 
s. d. Marks pf. 
Class A - 1 00 
- - - - 0 103 1 75 
- 0 8 1 40 


if exported between August 1, 1895, and July 31, 1897. 

The bounty must be refunded if the sugar is taken from a 
bonded warehouse to a sugar factory, or is otherwise sold into the 
interior. 

The import duty on foreign sugar is 18s. per cwt. (36 marks 

r 100 kilos.). hen imported, however, for further treatment 
in a sugar refinery, one-half of the duty, viz, 9s. per cwt., is 
remitted, an amount corresponding to the excise duty to which 
it then becomes liable. It is proposed by the Government to 
increase both the excise duties and the bounties on sugar. 

By the law of June 24, 1887, the excise duty or tax on 
consumption Verrawneneels) on spirits amounts, within the 
limits of the States to which the law applies, to 2s. 4d. for every 
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gallon (50 pf. per litre) of pure alcohol produced, provided that 
the total amount of spirits manufactured within those States in one 
year does not exceed one gallon (44 litres) per head of the popula- 
tion according to the last census. Alcobol manufactured in excess 
of this amount pays 3s. 2d. per gallon (70 pf. per litre.) 


This duty is not levied on spirits intended for exportation, or 
which are to be used for purposes other than human consumption. 


In case of the exportation of manufactured articles containing 
alcohol which has paid excise duty, the Federal Council can allow 
a drawback to be conceded to them at the rate of 2s. 4d. for 
every gallon (50 pf. per litre) of pure alcohol used. 


Besides the excise duty, the so-called agricultural’ distilleries, 
(ce., those which chiefly use grain or potatoes for the manufacture 
of spirits on a small scaJe), and distilleriesof molasses and beetroot, 
pay a tax of 1s. 3d. per hectolitre (22 gallons) of vat-contents ; 
and distilleries which use fruit, grapes, and wine in the manu- 
facture of spirits pay a tax up to 10d, per hectolitre on such raw 
materials. 

Distilleries not subject to these taxes pay a supplementa 
excise duty of at most 11d. per gallon of pure alcohol, which is 

refunded on exportation. 


The maximum import duties on spirits are :— 


Per Cwt. 

& d. 

1. On liqueurs - - - - 410 0 
2. All other spirits— 

(a.) In the wood 38 2 6 

(b.) In bottles, stone jars, or other vessels - - 410 0 


Bounties or drawbacks on exported tobacco are still granted 
a" to the law of July 16, 1879, and amount for quantities 


over 55 lbs. (25 kilos.) to :— 
Per Cwt. 
1. Unmanufactured tobacco— iad 
(a.) Unfermented - - - - - - 016 6 
2. Tobacco leaves “ - - - - - 1 8 6 


Upon manufactured tobacco the following drawbacks are 
allowed :— 
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Per Cwt. 


i. II. 
Manufactured | Manufactured 
from Foreign | from Home- 
Leaves. grown Leaves. 


d. £8. d 
(a.) Snuffand quid. - 110 0 016 0 
(b.) Pipe tobacco - - - 2 0 6 
‘(d). Cigarettes 4 113 0 017.6 


“The Imperial law of April 22, 1892, empowers the Federal 
‘Council to sanction a drawback being paid on the exportation of 
goods in the preparation of which cocoa is used, equal to the duty 
on the amount of cocoa beans which would correspond to the 

ity of cocoa contained in the in question." 
The abolition Of the proof‘of identity which was required up 
to May 1, 1894, for grain alleged to be passing through Germany 
in transit, acts as a bounty on exportation for German corn. — 
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_ VIL—THE PRODUCTION OF FRENCH BRANDY. 


During the course of a debate, which recently (19th June 
last) took place in the French Chambers, and which was reported 
in the “Journal Officiel,” the following statements were made 
with regard to the production of brandy in France, In the year 
1850 the total production of alcohol of every sort was 891,500 
hectolitres or 19,613,000 gallons ; out of this total 815,000 hecto- 
litres or 17,930,000 gallons were made from wine, cider, or from 
other fruit products; there remained, consequently, only 75,500 
hectolitres or 1,661,000 gallons of trade brandy (alcool d’industrie). 

In 1876 the total production of brandy had risen to 1,709,000 
hectolitres or 87,598,900 gallons, of which 1,054,000 hectolitres 
or 23,188,000 gallons were trade brandy (alcool d'industrie) and 
655,000 hectolitres or 14,410,000 gallons were made from wine 
cider or fruit. 
_._At this date the phylloxera made its appearance and, as a 
consequence, the amount of brandy made from wine decreased 
steadily, whilst on the other hand the production of trade brandy 
increased enormously, and quite out of proportion to the diminu- 
tion which occurred in the production of wine brandy, indeed, 
for 1 hectolitre or 22 gallons of wine brandy which disappeared 
no less than 3 hectolitres or 66 gallons of trade spirit made from 
corn, molasses, or beetroot took its piace. ‘Thus in the year 1886, 
out of a total production of 2,052,000 hectolitres or 45,144,000 
gallons, no less than 2,000,000 hectolitres or 44,000,000 gallons. 
were trade spirit (alcool d’industrie). 

In 1889 there was so much over production that the Chambers 
thought fit to decree by law of the 8th of July 1890 an import 
duty of 3 francs per 100 kilogs. on maize and on. rice with the 
view of diminishing the amount of brandy produced from fari- 
naceous substances. Asa consequence of the imposition of this 
duty the amount of brandy produced from this substance 
declined from 758,000 hectolitres or 16,676,000 gallons in 
1889 to 392,000 hectolitres or 8,624,000 gallons in 1891. As 
far as the production of alcohol from maize and rice was concerned 
the object was attained, but the general situation did not change. 
It is true that there was a diminution of 350,000 hectolitres or 
7,700,000 gallons from farinaceous substances, but on the other 
hand there was a corresponding increase in the amount of brandy 
produced from beetroot and from molasses. The fabrication of 
trade spirit was still further developed, and in 1893 the total 
production of alcohol had reached the extraordinary figure ot 
2,476,000 hectolitres or 54,472,000 gallons. 

‘The consumption had at the same time augmented, but not in 


the same proportion. The following figures will speak for 
themselves :— 
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eee Hectolitres. Gallons. 

In 1888 there was a home production of - - | 2,162,483 47,574,626 
» an importation of - - 147,875 3,253,250 
Total - - - 2,310,358 50,827,876 
Of which consum: - - | 2,159,851 47,516,722 
Excess product remaining ing in hand - 150,507 8,811,154 

In 1889 there was an excess product remaining on 
hand of - - - 147,000 3,234,000 
In 1890 the excess product was - - - 44,000 968,000 
» 1891 - 32,000 704,000 
1892 ” ” 36,000 792,000 


In 1893 the figures were as follows :— 


Hectolitres. Gallons. 
Production - - - - | 2,476,000 54,472,000 
Importation - 144,000 8,168,000 
Total - ‘ - | 2,620,000 57,640,000 
Of which consumed = - | 2,295,000 50,490,000 
Excess product remaining in hand - 325,000 7,150,000 


As a natural consequence, the surplus stock of alcohol on 
hand on the 3lst of December 1893 was found to be 2,980,895 
hectolitres or 65,579,690 gallons. The amount in hand is no 
doubt serious, but it becomes all the more so in view of the 
vintage of 1893. The wine produced in the month of September 
1893 would not in the natural course of things be made into 
brandy uutil the month of February or March 1894. As the 
amount of wine turned into brandy increases, by so much will 
the trade brandy (alcool d’industrie) be put on one side, and the 
natural brandy will regain its original position. The situation is 
regarded in France as very serious for the departments of the 
North, where the greater part of the trade brandy is now 
produced. 
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VIIL—THE ITALIAN COTTON INDUSTRY.* 


The cultivation of cotton in Italy which, in 1864, occupied 
88,000 hectares (hectare = 2°47 acres), and yielded a ioe 


“produce of 623,000 quintals (quintal = 220°4 lbs.), eq to 


250,000 quintals of raw cotton, had decreased in 1886 to about 
16,000 hectares, with a gross product of 133,000 quintals or 
53,000 quintals net. At the present time the cultivation is 
almost entirely abandoned. 

The imports of raw cotton into Italy have shown a steady rise 
from 195,618 quintals in 1876 to 813,169 quintals in 1893 
we deducted). 

is evidence of the increase of the cotton manufacture in 
Italy is confirmed by the statistics of the gradually decreasing 
imports and increasing exports of some of the principal categories 
of yarns and tissues. 

ith regard to the diminution of the imports, no doubt the 
rise in the protective duties, established by successive tariffs 
since 1878, has not been without its effect. To this may be 
added the industrial, agricultural, and financial crisis through 
which Italy, like other countries, has passed and is passing. 
Still the regular diminution of the imports on certain important 
classes of goods from which, however, mixed tissues must be 
excepted, coupled with the rise 1n the imports of raw material, 
points to a steady progress of the cotton manufacture in this 
country. This may further be deduced from the increasing 
exports, though these for various articles are at present merely 
tentative and are important chiefly for plain tissues, coloured or 
dyed. There is also a sensible increase in the exports of sewn 
articles. 

The Italian mills are increasing in size, steam power is supple- 
menting the water supply where required, they are fitted with 
all the modern improvements, and are, in many instances, lighted 
by electricity. With the progress of the indestey the spinners 
have acquired greater technical ability and the number of hands 
employed per spindle is gradually decreasing. 

e qualities of cotton yarns chiefly imported in the year 1893 
were as follows :— 


* Based on a Report by Consul-General Sir Dominic Colnaghi on the Italian 
oreign Office Miscellaneous Series). 


Cotton Industry (No. 364, 


| 

3 


26 THE ITALIAN COTTON: INDUSTRY [July 1895. 


“a French Englieh Quantities 
Deserigtion. Numbers. Numbers. Imported. 
Quintals 
Unbleached, singles om 10 to 50 11 to 59 2,354 
Bleached, singles vd pi 20 ,, 30 23 ,, 35 127 
Dyed, singles - - - 10 ,, 80 1l ,, 35 242 
Bleached, twists - - 10 ,, 30 11 , 35 903 
10 ” 30 ll 85 522 
Dyed = 30 ” 60 36 71 242 
Above 60 Above 71 103 
Other numbers 1,074 


The principal importing countries were Great Britain, Switzer- 
land, and Germany, | 

The exports, chiefly dyed yarns, singles and twists, were sent 
for the most part to the. Argentine Republic and the Levant. 
The numbers of the yarns are not given in ths Custom-house 
returns. 

. Sewing cotton, on reels, in balls,and the like, prepared for 
retail sale, was imported, chiefly, from Great Britain. 

Of these yarns, which in the Italian Custom-house returns 
refer to dyed cotton yarns mixed with a little wool, the total 
imports .were 535 quintals, of which.50) quintals came from 
Germany. 

The imports of plain tissues into Italy are tending steadily 
to decrease. In 1889 they amounted to 72,257 quintals; in 1893 
they had fallen to 49,545 quintals. . 

The qualities of tissues, principally imported in this latter year 
as follows :-— 


Weight in Balance 
Description. Kilos. per 100 | Qualities. Quantity. in 
Square Metres. Light Goods. 


Quintas. | Quintals. 


Unbleached - -{ 13 and above | Heavy 
Coloured or dyed -{ 13 Heary 2381 


Great Britain still holds the first place in ‘all the imports of 
.plain tissues with 30,547 quintals, followed at some distance by 
Germany and then Switzerland. With regard to the exports, 
the chief place is taken by coloured or dyed tissues, the export of 
- which shows a continually-increasing importance. In 1893 it had 
attained to 25,258 quintals, of which 18,922 quintals were sent 
to the Argentine public, the principai recipient of all the 
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Italian exports of plain tissues, with the exception of unbleached. 
Of other countries may be mentioned Turkey in Europe (2,800 
quintals), Brazil (1,253 quintals), and Uruguay (602 quintals). 

The amount of raw cotton imported into Italy in the year 
1867 was only 80,575 quintals; in 1893 the figure had reached 
813,169 quintals, 

The marked progress in the cotton industry appears, then, to 
have been continuous for some years; evidence of this fact is 
afforded in the following comparison of the official statistics 
published for the year 1876 with those for the year'1893:— 


Namber. 
1876. 1893, | 
Number of mills - - - - 647 582 
Total number of hands =~ - - - 53,484 87,690 
Number of spindles - - - - 764,862 1,336,418. 
Looms— 

- - - 13,517 36,863 
mmon - - 9,868 
Jacquard - ~ - 7} 14,300 { 465 
27,817 47,196 

Motive power— 
Steam, horse-power - - - 2,990 18,480 
Hydraulic, horse-power - - -| 9,708 27,545 


Three-fourths of the Italian mills still work day and night, 
therefore the actual number of spindles, as noted in the table for 
1893, may be deemed equal, in round numbers, to 2,300,000. 
As the larger number of the mills are, however, worked by 
hydraulic power, which is subject to considerable variations, their 

otentiality cannot be estimated at the same rate as that of the 
‘oreign mills, almost exclusively worked by steam power. 

The principal centres of the cotton industry are in Lom- 
bardy, Piedmont, and Liguria, followed by Venetia, Tuscany, 
and Campania, The provinces in which the industry is chiefly 
exercised are, for Lombardy—Milan, Bergamo, and Como; for 
Piedmont—Turin and Novara; for Liguria—Genoa; for Venetia 
—Udine; for Tuscany—Pisa; and for Campania—Salerno. 

The numeration of cotton yarns varies in different countries 
according to the basis on which it is founded. In the English 
system the nuimber shows the number of hanks weighing 1 lb. 
English of 454 grams. The French have selected, as their basis 
of numeration, the number of metres that weigh } gram. 

In the Italian mills the English numeration is. generally 
followed, while in the Italian Custom-house returns the French 
system is adopted. 

To meet the wants of the home market, the principal produc- 
tion of the Italian spinning mills has hitherto been in low 
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numbers. Now, however,a great number of water No. 38 and 
tram No. 44 of American and Mako cotton are being spun. Fine 
s are still produced only to a very limited extent, though 
os. 40, 50, and 60 have been made for some years by several 
spinners, while, at Turin, a mill has recently been erected, 
mounted with 20,000 spindles for spinning fine yarns, Nos. 50 
to 120, these last, with several of the other numbers, being made 
into twists of two or more threads for making cotton, lace, tulle, 
40c., and also for the weft of silk ribands, instead of using pure 
silk. It is said that a first-class article is turned out. 

As for the spinning so for the weaving industry, a satisfactory 
pr is to be noted, especially in recent years, 

e number of looms was calculated in 1868 at 86,000. At 
that date they were all hand looms, worked in the weavers’ homes. 
In 1876 the number of power looms in the different factories 
amounted to 13,517; in 1893 they had increased to 36,863. 

The cotton tissues hitherto manufactured in Italy are of the 
coarser kinds, the fine tissues having been almost entirely imported, 
Great Britain still hoiding the first place in this category. 

In comparison with the spinning mills there are but few 
weaving mills in which the work is prolonged during the night. 

The following table shows approximately the general average 
annual value of the cotton tissues produced in Italy :— 


Namber | Average | Number ot| Zolal, | Average) Total 
Description. of anetion per’ Production | Price per| of 
Looms. | Loom. —_ of Tissues. | Metre. | Tissues. 
Metres, Metres. | Lire. c. Lire. 
Hand, simple ...... 9,868 10 130 12,828,400 0 10 1,282,840 
» Jacquard .. 465 6 250 697,500 | 0 40 279,000 
aves 36,863 35 200 | 374,150,450 | 0 54 | 209,046,103 


On the whole it may be noted that although Italian cotton 
goods in general cannot as yet be considered equal to English 
manufactures, nor perhaps able to hold their own without the 
help of protective duties, there is no doubt but that, both in 
quality and workmanship, they have greatly improved of late 
years. The tissues are strong, durable, and fairly woven. Italian 
yarns are stated to be very good and equal to the foreign produc- 
tion. 

Sir Dominic Colnaghi in his report adds that as the official 

" statement prepared by the Ministry of Agriculture Industry and 
Commerce at Rome, of which he has made use, is the first general 
report on the cotton industry that has been drawn up since 1878, 
Signor Bodio, Director-General of Statistics, wishes him to state 
that the figures it contains are still under revision and subject to 


further correction. 


| 
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IX.—BRITISH ENTERPRISE IN EGYPT. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from Lord 
Cromer, Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Cairo, in 
which attention is drawn to the unfavourable results for English 
firms and mercantile houses in competition for contracts and 
tenders in Egypt, and to the increasing tendency of foreign 
enterprise to t them in the open market. Copy of a letter 
from Mr. Hooker, Director of the Government Salt Department. 
in Egypt is enclosed, in which, while describing the circumstances 
under which a contract for paper bags was obtained by an 
Austrian firm, he takes the opportunity of drawing attention to 
certain observations which experience in these matters has enabled 
him to make. In the course of the letter referred to, Mr. Hooker 
makes the following observations :— 

“Enclosed is a copy of the official journal which gives the 
result of the last demand for tenders for paper bags required by 
the Salt Department. ; 

“Tt will be seen that the offer of an English firm was 40 per 
cent. higher than that of an Austrian firm. 

“ The English firm on learning the result wrote me a letter in 
which they said that it was impossible that the contract could be 
honestly carried out at the price. 

‘** The contract ir, however, being carried out satisfactorily. I 
enclose samples of bags furnished by both the English and the 
Austrian firms. The difference in quality is hardly distinguish- 
able, but the saving to the Government amounted to 2,234/. on 
the contract. 

“For some years past I have noticed with concern the inability 
of English inanufacturers to compete with those of the continent 
in certain classes of goods. 

“The freight charges apparently do not affect the question, 
except in favour of the English manufacturer, 11s. per ton being 
the mean average freight from English ports, against 15s. from 
those of the Continent, Antwerp excepted. The crux of the 
question is apparently the relative scale of wages in England and 
the Continent. Our bags are made in Austria, at Trieste, where 
meow, especially those of women and children, are now extremely 
ow. 

“There are, however, certain details in the manner of doing 
business in Egypt which place the English manufacturer at a 
disadvantage in competing with continental firms. 

“ He starts with an ingrained belief that everything manufac- 
tured in England is superior to that produced on the Continent. 
Acting on this assumption he believes himself in a position to lay 
down the law as to how business shall or shall not be done, 
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without attempting to accommodate himself to the requirements 
and necessities of his customers. 

“Tn a recent article in a London magazine attention is drawn 
to the great inferiority of English commercial travellers, as com- 
pared with those of the Continent, My experience entirely bears 
out the opinion expressed by the writer of the article. 

“The English commercial travellers are in the hands of local 
agents, who often represent both English and Continental firms, 
and from sheer ignorance of the languages necessary and the ways 
of doing business fail in their mission. 

** The Continental merchants are extremely accommodating in 
the matter of credits and payments. The formula ‘It is not the 
custom of our house to do this or that’ is never uttered by these 
gentlemen. No rigid commercial law controls them when an 
order is to be obtained, their system being to obtain the order 
and trust to the courts for enforcing payment. The Englishman 
refuses to do business except on his own terms. 

“The rigidity with which some English manufacturers treat 
customers with regard to mistakes is another cause of logs of 


trade. 


“Some time ago I ordered for the Government two lathes, one 
for working wood, the other foriron. Parts of three lathes were 
sent out. On informing the manufacturers of the mistake I 
received a lofty letter from them saying that it was impossible 
that a mistake could have occurred on their part, that their 
packing department was most carefully supervised and that the 
incapacity to put the lathes together was, without doubt, due to 
my employing inexperienced workmen. I re-shipped the lathes 
at the makers’ expense and heard no more from them.” 
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X.—WINE PRODUCTION IN SOUTH AMERICA.* 


Chile-— The vine, imported first into Chile as into Peru in the 
earliest times of the conquest, continued to be cultivated with 
more or less success, especially in Concepcion and other southern 
provinces, till the year 1860, when the importation of young 
plants from France and the introduction of new and improve 
systems of cultivation contributed largely to its further develop- 
ment. At the present time Chile, with 100,000 hectares of vine- 
yards and a production of upwards of 2,000,000 hectolitres of 
wine occupies the foremost position among the wine-producing 
countries of South America, not only for quantity but also as 
regards the quality of the production. The vine is cultivated 
throughout the whole extent of the country from the extreme 
north to as far as the 38° of latitude ; the system followed, especially 
in the central regions, is generally that of Guyot, introduced 
from France, though in the extreme south, however, more primi- 
tive ideas prevail, the vines being lopped quite short, and allowed 
to trail over the ground without any support whatever. The 
annual. production exceeds the consumption by about 40,000 


hectolitres, which is exported along the Pacific coast to Bolivia,. 


and as far as Panama. Some years hence, when the Trans- Andes 
railway is completed a quantity of Chilian wine will, probably on 
account oi its extreme cheapness, find its way into Argentina in 
spite of the heavy protective duties of the latter country. | 

Chile produces red and white dinner wines, red and white 
liqueur wines, and a particular kind of common fermented wine 
known as chicha, which is, however, destined to disappear as 
further progress is made in the cultivation of the vineyards and 
the manufacture of wine. 

Argentina.—According to the latest authentic figures, the area 
under vines in Argentina does not exceed 23,000 hectares, the 
production amounting to about 600,000 hectolitres. The fi 
published have been much exaggerated, and so far the country has 
only succeeded in producing a fifth part of the wine needed for 
its internal consumption. The principal vine-cultivating districts 
are the provinces of Mendoza and San Juan, which between them 
place in the market more than three-fourths of the whole quantity 
produced by Argentina. 

Peru, — The cultivation of vines in Peru has decreased 
enormously in late years, and the small trade once carried on 
along the Pacific coast has almost disappeared or given way to 
Chilian enterprise. 

In Brazil and Ecuador, viticulture is in its infancy, while in 
Bolivia, Venezuela, and the other South-American countries it is 
entirely unknown. 


* « La viticoltura e l’enologia nell’America Meridionale,” published by the Italian 
Ministry of Agriculture. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


$2 THE TRADE AND FINANCE OF RIO DE JANEIRO. [July 1895. 


XL—THE TRADE AND FINANCE OF RIO DE 
JANEIRO.* 


In considering the amount and character of the trade of Rio de 
Janeiro for 1894, the principal export, coffee, demands special 
consideration. It should be premised, however, that, as the coffee 
crop runs from July 1 to June 30 in the following year, compari- 
sons as to qualities obtained in any two consecutive years cannot 
well be made. This is obvious when it is considered that the 
coffee received in the market during the first half of 1894 was 
from the 1893-94 crop. On comparing the 1893-94 with that of 
1893-92, the quality of the former proved to be inferior to the 
latter, This gradual deterioration is chiefly attributed to the 
inexperience of the immigrants employed in gathering and pre- 
paring the coffee, the dearth of labour, defective means of trans- 
port, and exposure to weather. Certain grades became so 
unsatisfactory that in March brokers were compelled to withdraw 
from the market their quotations for No. 6 type, and in August 
for No. 7. In consequence, important orders were transferred to 
Santos. The estimate for the present crop, as computed by 
planters’ agents, gives about 3,000,000 bags, and for the new 
crop, that is 1895-96, 2,000,000 bags. In the opinion of British 
firms of high standing, whose judgement can be equally well 
relied on, the maximum yield of 1894-95 crop should be reduced 
to 2,750,000 bags; and although they agree on the whole with 
the estimates of 1895-96, they still consider taat a slight increase, 
by the extra flowering of the coffee in January, may be expected. 
The prices, taking as a standard a type equal to the London 
Produce Clearing House No. 2, for the first half of the 1894-95 
crop were on an average, in sterling, 3/. 18s. 3d. per cwt. The 
samé grade in 1893-4 realised 4/. 2s. 6d. per cwt. New York 
Exchange No. 7 type, or low Fair Channel, was delivered last 
year in Hamburg, cost and freight, at an average price of 
3/. 15s. 8d. per cwt. The total amount of coffee exported from 
Rio de Janeiro in 1894, was about 2,662,520 bags, each weighing 
132 Ibs., against 2,408,427 bags in 1893. 

Notwithstanding the reciprocity treaty with the United States, 
which was rescinded on December 31 last, the imports from that 
country in the hardware branch of business would appear not to 
have incressed very considerably. Exception must. be made to 
axes, hinges, pumps, &c., which, from their excellence in quality 
and lowness of price, meet with a ready demand. Speaking gene- 
rally, although Germany and other States have succeeded in 
introducing many articles, to the exclusion of British manufac- 
turers, they are very far from monopolising the trade in cutlery, 


* Report of Mr. C. F. Ancell, British Acting Consul-General at Rio, May 1895. 
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hardware, metals, &c. The inroads made by foreign competition 
in the Brazilian markets have been, in a great measure,.due to 
degged perseverence, more care and taste in packing, and , atten- 
tiom to petty details, one of the characteristies of the. hardware 
trade ; but, above all, by supplying lighter and cheaper articles, 
got'up to look like something better. In the retail trade every. 
advantage is taken to increase. profits by ably supporting a, policy 
which enables dealers to place low-class goods at high prices. | 
The: introduction of articles of real worth has too often. met with 
disastrous results. The fact is, that at present Brazilians. appear 
to be quite content to use, even in the higher ranks of. society, 
that which would meet with but little favour in humbler classes in 
England. ' The apparent lack of artistic taste, indifference to small 
comforts, and other causes, all tend to check the sense of apprecia- 
tion. It is pleasing to note, however, that. certain signs. of im- 
provement have been detected. 
- fn 1894 the imports of coal fell off considerably, but not as 
much as: might reasonably have been expected, considering the | 
exceptional times and the demurrage on ships, through the revo-. 
lution. The duty on. coal in Brazil is about 2s. per ton, whereas. 
in the neighbouring. Uruguayan Republic it is freely admitted. 
The consequeace is that, for bunker coal, the steamship companies. 
ive preference to Monte Video as a coaling station; and as the. 
acilities are greater there, it is bound to withdraw from Rio. 
considerable. shipments. On the other hand, native industries 
ave favoured to an extent by protective taviffs on manufactures, 
but are handicapped by the high price of coal. Wood, although 
abundant, cannot always be used., The total quantity of coal 
imported last year was 434,052 tons, ur about 8 per cent, less 
than in the previous year. The bulk of it, about 335,245 tons, 
came from Wales; the rest from Scotland aud. the North of 
England, including 4,454 tons from the United States, In 
dealing with shipping and navigation, Mr,,Ancell says it is, 
highly satisfactory to find that out of the whole of the foreign, 
arrivals ot ships during the past year, about half. were British. It 
should also be borne in mind that some of the largest sailing 
vessels discharge at Rio. Therefore, the port.is undoubtedly 
the largest and most important shipping one in South America. 
Although the numberof French and German vessels employed. 
onthe coasting trade last year exceeded those of other nationalities, 
British ships fairly monopolised it, the total arrivals, foreiga 
and coasting, amounting to.1,777 ships. These figures, on account 
of the disturbed state of the country in the early part of the year, 
cannot be guaranteed. The tonnage last year, exclusive of the 
éoasting trade, is computed at 1,929,127 tons, considerably. under 
the estimate of the previous year, which amounted 'to 3,062,294 tons. 
The total tonnage of all vessels which arrived in Rio in 1894 was 
about 2,500,000. -This decrease was greatly due-to the revolution, 
and the same applies to the falling off in the coasting trade, which 
87760. 
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The population of Rio de Janeiro is about 600,000. One of 
the largest mills, with the most modern plant in South America, 
has been working in Rio since November 1888. Due to excep- 
tional times and unexpected difficulties, hitherto it certainly has 
nut paid the shareholders. It is to be hoped, however, that future 
results will compensate for past sacrifices. During part of 1894 
Government troops were garrisoned on these premises, on account 
of the revolution, and the mills were consequently at a standstill. 
Notwithstanding this interruption, the mill ground in the last 
year 26,548 tons of wheat, and delivered 17,928 tons of flour, as 
well as 7,670 tons of offals. They had to contend, however, with 
serious competition. The River Plate wheat crop was very large, 
and Rio de Janeiro and the southern ports imported Argentine 
flour in considerable quantities; and as, in addition, American 
flour was admittted free of duty, prices fell considerably. In the 
present year, with the rescinding of the American treaty and 
quarantine restrictions detrimental to Argentine flour, it is ex- 
pected that prices will rise, and the mills may be kept running day 
and night. The mill referred to should turn over about 60,000 tons 

r annum when in full working order. It is the only one in 
South America which washes and dries all its wheat before 
grinding. Their wheat supplies are obtained from the Argentine 
and Uruguayan Republics. There is another flour mill capable 
of producing about two-thirds of the former. It is called the 
“Moinho Flumineuse,” worked with native capital. The amalga- 
mation of these mills so as to reduce local competition would 
doubtless be beneficial to all concerned. Mr. Ancell concludes 
his yy with a few general remarks, in the course of which he 
says that the imports from Great Britain may be ectimated in 


_ value at about one-third of the whole of those of Rio de Janeiro. 


In 1894 the value of machinery and metals from the same source 
did not exceed 200,000/. British firms established in Rio, how- 
ever, dealt considerably in American machinery, and very large 
orders for locomotives, &., were executed by them. For the 
same period woollen goods may be calculated at about 130,000/., 
cotton at 40,000/., canned provisions, tea, &c., at 30,6007. 
Generally speaking, it may be said that in many branches of 
trade the articles supplied are not up to the standard of those of 
ordinary cities, and that the market is a great drain for inferior, 
out-of-fashion goods, is gathered from the fact that a high price 
is paid for European rubbish. Very heavy losses were sustained 
by British shipowners and othere through the disturbances in the 
bay of Rio de Janeiro. In cases of demurrage, which were most 
serious, recourse to the ordinary tribunals of the country against 
consignees of cargo was, in the first instance, the only process 
on the part of shipowners. Throughout the revolution protests 
appear to have been noted before Her Majesty’s Consul-General to 
cover personal responsibilities, but it is to be feared that too much 
reliance, through ignorance or otherwise, has been placed on such 
documents, similar precautions absulutely necessary before local 
notaries having been overlooked. Many must, therefore, haye been 
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ease from their right to establish a claim in accordance with 
razilian law, through such omissions. Seizures of lighters with — 
jerked beef, flour, and coal were, perhaps, natural incidents of . 
warfare on the part of the rebels to provision their ships, but it is , 
strange that only in some instances receipts should have been 
iven for such appropriations It has been insinuated that the 
insurgents made adequate compensation for the supplies so 
obtained. On some oecasions shipments of wheat and flour were 
stopped, although cleared by the Custom-house, and the discharge 
of dynamite for mining purposes was also prevented. The deaths 
and casualties among residents and British shipping were 
fortunately few.—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1531.) 


XII—TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF DUTCH GUIANA. 


Unlike British Guiana, Surinam has been at a standstill as far 
as her population is concerned. According to a statement in the 
Demarara “ Argosy,” the number of inhabitants in 1805 was 
64,602; in 1811, 59,453; in 1831, 61,511, and in 1893 only 58,866, 
notwithstanding that several thousand coolies have been imported 
in late years. Yet the capital shows a considerable increase but 
this is hardly a favourable sign, as it means so many the less 
employed in agriculture. In 1847 Paramaribo contained only 
13,266 inhabitants; to-day the town’s- ap ne number nearly 30,000. 

The cxports of produce from Surinam show the same vicissitudes 
as in Demerara. Coffee was at one time the main crop, and in 
1817, eight and a half million Dutch pounds were exported. It 
never went so entirely out of cultivation as in British Guiana, but 
in 1890 the amount had sunk to 437 Ibs, However, it is creeping 
up again, and in 1893, 30,514 lbs. were exported. Cotton has 
gone out of cultivation entirely. In 1823, two and a half million 
pounds were prcduced, but in 1885 that amount had dwindled to 
_ 3,533 lbs., and now it is nil. Sugar was of less consequence 
when cotton and coffee were to the fore, but when they fell, it 
assumed a greater importance. In 1816 the amount was eleyen 
and a half million pounds, after which it increased, until in 1835 
it reached thirty-seven and three quarter millions, but in 1893 
only fourteen and a half millions (say, 7,250 tons) were produced, 
This seems absurdly small, and, as may be supposed, the sugar 
industry might be eliminated without ruining the colony. 

What then are the principal products of the colony? First of 
all comes cocoa, In 1817 it was exported to the amount of 
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113,454 Ybs—in 1893 it reached to nearly seven millions. 
Several districts are entirely wanting in sugar estates, e.g., the. 
Upper Cottica, which produced in 1893, 23,419 kilos. cocoa, 4,545 | 
coffee, 10,275 corn, 7,450 ground provisions, and 17,368 bunches of 
plantains. Balata is an article of some importance, the exports in 
1892 reaching 241,359 Ibs. ; and in 1893, although much smaller, — 
the total was yet 65,092 Ibs. With regard to the Surinam gold 
industry, ‘there are four gold-bearing districts, viz.:. Upper 
Surinaw, Upper Saramacca, Upper Marowyne, and Lawa district. . 
The output of the last 10 years has not increased to any great 
extent, and it is almost impossible to say what has actually been 
collected, as the royalty (or export duty) is only paid when the 
gold is sent away. The consequence is that although in 1893 
there appears to have been about the value in round numbers 
1,200,000 guilders collected, the export amounted to nearly 
1,600,000. This last sum is higher then the total of any former 
year, but, as may beseen, it only amounts to 640,000 dols., as 
against about two millions and a half dollars in British Guiana. 
During the previous 10 years the annual collections amounted to 
an average of about a million guilders per annum, and this seems 
to be fairly memcre Of the districts the Upper Surinam 
produces more than half ;.then come the Lawa)and the Saramacea, 
about equal, and finally the Marowyne. The number of persons 
engaged in the industry is put down as 3,382, this total including 
every one interested, whether at the diggings or in the town. 
The village system appears neyer to have been introduced into 
Surinam. The abolition of slavery in.1863, when 37,000 people 
were emancipated, made a great impression, but was not so ruinous 
as the same change in the British Colonies. The output of sugar,. 
coffee, and cotton, fell at once to half, and these products have not 
et recovered, nor are they likely to do so. Possibly coffee may 
be replanted, but it is in cocoa that the hopes of the colony lie, 
This did not participate in the downfall of the other products, but 
advanced with rapid strides, rising to double in the 10 years from 
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XITI—BELGIAN TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 


With reference to the statements made at pp. 428 of the April 
number and 531 of the May number of the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” the following is a translation of the Bill for the modifi- 
cation of the Belgian Customs tariff, which was passed in the 


Meigen Chamber of Representatives, at its sitting of 20th June 
t. 


Article 1. 


The Government is authorised to exempt ocean vessels from 
light dues. 

At the same time, this ee is not applicable to vessels 
destined for and coming from Belgian ports where the quay, 
harhour, or dock dues, levied for the profit of the Commune, are 
higher than 50 centimes, principal and additional, per ton net. 

In the case of a withdrawal of the exemption, this shall be 
declared by royal decree to take effect six months after insertion 
in the “ Moniteur Belge.” 


Article 2, 


The import duties on the following goods are modified, as in 
the annexed table. (The existing duties are also shown, for the 
purpose of comparison.) ' 


No. in . P Proposed Import Present Im 
Tariff. Tariff Classification. Duties. ia — 
Fr. cts. Fr. ets. 
5 | Wood for building and cabinet- 
making, other than oak and 
walnut : 
Unbarked or unsawn - | Cubic Metre 1:00 | Cubic Metre 3-00 
Sawn - ” 6°00 6°00 
and 9°00 
Planed - - - ” 9°00 ” 9°00 
Poles and pieces of unbark 
or unsawn wood having a cir- 
cumference of less than 75 
as ~ - - - 10 val, Free 
7 | Cocoa: lo 
In beans, cocoa parings, and 
cocoa butter - - Free 100 kilos. 15°00 
Prepared - - | 100 kilos. 50°00 45°00 
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No. in . Ee Proposed Im Present Im 
Fr. cts. Fr. cts. 
13 | Alimentary preserves : 
*Preserves with sugar - - | 100 kilos. 30°00 | 100 kilos. 25°00 
tOther kinds with the excep- 
tion of preserves with spirits » 12°00 s 10°00 
15 | Butter, fresh and salted - » 20°00 Free 
ine and other artificial 
Cream and milk: 


Intended for the manufacture 
of margarine and other arti- 


ficial butters— 
Cream - - | Hectol. 10°00 Free 
Milk - - - = 2°00 Free 
Other - - os Free 
Oats - - - - | 100kilos. 3°00 Free 
Meal and flour: 
Oatmeal - - 4:00 Free 
Other kinds, including semolina a 2-00 Free 
Malt - 1-50 Free 
Alimentary pastes (vermicelli, 
macaroni, Italian pastes, &c.) ie 4:00 Free 
Ginger bread  - - 18°00 Free 
Honey - 18°00 Free 
Preserves of game and poultry in 
boxes, pots, or other similar 
receptacles - 30°00 Free 
Do.,do., of fish or meat in boxes, 
pots, or other similar recep- 
tacles, with the exception of 
eorned beef - - 15°00 Free 
Vegetables, preserved, in boxes or 
bottles - - - 15°00 Freet 
Patédefoiegras - - - me 60°00 | 100 kilos. 10°00 
Poultry, dead - - - 30°00 Free 
100 kilos. 200°00 
20 | Saffron - - - - a 500-00 | } or, at the option 
Truffles - - 300-00 of the importer, 


15 °/, ad val. 


*This category comprises vegetables preserved with sugar, pastries, sweetened 
fruit juices containing less than 8 per cent. of alcohol, and all preparations even 
non-alimentary manufactured with the aid of sugar ; biscuits, candied or preserved 
f:uits, marmalades, jellies, jams, and fruit pastes, containing more than 20 per cent. 
and not more than 50 per cent. of sugar ; (products of these descriptions containing 
more than 50 per cent. of sugar, macaroons, meringues, and other sweetened articles 
not containing farine or fecula, or containing these only in small quantities are 
dutiable as refined sugars). 

¢ This category comprises specially preserves and preparations with vinegar, 
unsweetened fruit juices containing less than 8 per cent. of alcohol, liquorice juice, 
cheeses (other than common soft and white cheeses), biscuits (except sea-biscuits 
and other articles or preparations of pure flour which are dutiable as bread under 
the head of alimentary articles not specially tariffed), preserved fruits, marmalade, 
jellies, jams, and fruit pastes prepared without either alcohol or sugar, or which do 
not contain more than 20 per cent. of sugar. 

t If prepared with the aid of substances liable to customs or excise duties, these 
products enter into the category of food preserves taxed at the rate of 10 or 25 
franes per 100 kilogrammes. 
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No. in ‘ m Proposed Import Present Import 
Tariff. Tariff Classification. Duties. Duties 

22 | Cotton yarn, single or twisted - Fr. cts. Fr. cts. 
Unbleached or bleached, mea- 
suring to the half-kilog. : 
20,000 metres or less - | 100 kilos. 10°00 | 100 kilos. 15°00 
20°00 
(20,000 to 30,000 
metres.) 
20,000 to 40,000 metres ” 15°00 |4 100 kilos. 30°00 
(30,000 to 40,000 
metres.) 
40,000 to 65,000 metres ”» 20°00 | 100 kilos. 40°00 
More than 65,000 metres 5°00 10°00 
Dyed or warped, measuring 
to the half-kilog : 
20,000 metres or less - 15°00 25°00 
” 30°00 
(20,000 to 30,000 
metres.) 
20,000 to 40,000 metres ” 20°00 100 kilos. 40°00 
|-| (30,000 to 40,000 
metres.) 
40,000 to 65,000 metres » 25°00 | 100 kilos. 50°CO 
More than 65,000 metres » 5°00 % 10°00 
Yarns of cotton mixed with at 
least 20 per cent. of wool, the 5°00 As q above, accor- 
cotton predominating in - ding to class. 
weight - 
100 kilos. 20°00 
Yarn of goats’ hair, alpaca, (Not twisted or 
llama, vicuna, and camels’ » 5:00 dyed.) 
hair - : || 100 kilos. 30°00 
(Twisted or dyed.) 
Woollen yarn: | 100 kilos. 20°00 
CNot twisted or 
Carded - 5-00 dyed.) 
100 kilos. 30°00 
(Twisted or dyed.) 
Combed—Single : 
Undyed - - - a 15°00 | 100 kilos. 20°00 
Dyed - - - ” 20°00 pe 80°00 
Do., Twisted : 
Dyed - 25°00 30°00 
22 | Yarn, prepared for retail sale : 
Cotton yarn measuring more 
than 65,000 metres to the 
half-kilogramme 10-00 » 10°00 
Duties on yarns 
according to 
‘ ‘ kind and ac- 
sions 8 °/, ad val. cording to 
dominating in 
weight. 
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No. in’ Proposed Import Present Import 
Tariff. | Tariff Classification. | Duties. | Duties. 

23 | Fruits not specially classified : Fr. ets. Fr. ets. 
Fresh : 
Pineapples (including those 
preserved without alcohol 100 kilos. 10°00* 
or sugar, or not contain- ' 10 °/ ol val.t 
ing more than 20 per >| 100 kilos. 30°00 hectol. 93° oot 
cent of sugar); grapes L Free.§ 
(ineluding crushed grapes 
and grape-cake) 
Other (including _ those 
preserved without alcohol 
or sugar, or not containing 
more than 20 per cent. of 
sugar): 
Imported in cases, boxes, 
baskets, or other pack - 
ages of a weight ej 
3 kilos. or less 100 kilos. 30°00 | f 100 kilos. 10+00]| 
Imported otherwise - 12°00 1¢ °/, ad val. 
Dried - - 10 °/, ad val. 10 °/, ad val. 
24 | Wearing apparel, linen,and ready- 
made articles of every kind: 
| Collars and cuffs ofiinen = - 10 °/, ad val. 10 °/, ad val. 
| Lingerie of every kind, and 
women’s clothing: 
Simply sewn, without 
orpament cr embroid- 
Other kinds - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Clothing for men: 
Of wool, pure, or mixed 
with —_ other textile > 10°/, ad val. 
materials, wool predomi- 
nating in weight; hats 
of every kind formen - 10 °/, ad val. 
Allotherkinds- - = - 15 of” ad val. J 
of silk 
55 | Hosiery ; articles made up ox 
ugly, or in part, not 15 °/, ad val 4 of the importer 
included those men- ° 100 kiles 
tioned abo Others, 10 °/, ad 
27 | Musicalinstruments- - - ” Je ad val. 6 °/, ad val. 
33 | Morocco leather wares - . , ad val, 10 °/, ad val. 
38 | Mercerie and hardware - - 3 of ad val. 10 °/- ad val. 
Perfumery : 
Alcoholic - 15°/, ad val. Hectol. 134*00 
Non-alcobolic tue 15 ad val. 10 °/, ad val. . 
34 | Oldi am including tied iron or 
steel - - Free 100 kilos. 0°50 
Pig iron - 100 kilos: * 0°20 0°50 
Iron, puddled - - 0°30 0°50 
Steel, rough-cast - 0°30 0°50 


* Pineapples preserved without alcohol or sugar, or not containing more than 
20 per cent. of sugar. 


¢ Pineapples and grapes, fresh. 
t (excise duty). 


without alcvhol or sugar, or not containing more than 20 per 


cent. of sugar. 
Fresh fruits. 
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No. in 
Tariff. 


Tariff Classification. 


Proposed Import 


Duties. 


Present Import 
Duties. 


34 


41 
42 


45 


46 


55 
55 


Steel, cast : 
Blooms - 
Billets aud plates - 

Tin-plate (sheet iron, tinned) 
unwrought - 

Iron coated with copper, nickel, 
lead, or zine (galvanised), 
unwrought - - 


With gold cases - 
With cases of any other metal 

Fittings for watches = - 

Goat and sheep skins, t tomnel 
with the hair, and kid towel 
with the hair - - 

Roofing slates 

Tiles for paving or building 
purposes, of all kinds : 

Stoneware slabs and_ tiles, 
including ‘those made of 
cement— 

Of one colour - - 
Of more than one colour - 


Of earthenware or 


Other kinds 
Varnished or enamelled tiles 
Various products for industries : 

Whalebone, cut or prepared - 

Wooden bobbins for winding 
thread prepared for retail sale 

Parts of artificial flowers - 

Typographic products : 

Books, journals and periodi- 
cals; mapsand charts ; music 
engraved or printed ; prints, 
engravings, and lithographs 

Other descriptions - 

Perfumed or toilet soaps 7 


Hand-made embroideries - 


Cotton tissues, plain, twilled, and 
ticks: 
Unbleached: 

First-class, weighing 15 
kilos. and more per 100 
square metres, present- 
+ in a square of 5 

millimétres side: 
27 threads and less - 
28 to 35 threads - 
36 to 48threads = - 
44 threads and above 

Second-class, weighing 
from 11 to 15 kilos, 
exclusively per 100 
square metres, present- 
ing in a square of 5 


millimétres side : 
27 threads and less - 
28 to 35 threads - 
86 to 43 threads - 
44 threads and above 


” 0°60 


100 kilos. 00 


10 ad val. 

0°), ad v 
Free 

100 kilos. 

5 °/, ad val. 


5 °/, ad val. 
5 °/, ad val. 


od tak 
12 °F ad val. 


20 °/, ad val. 


Fr. cts. 
100 kilos. 0°50 
” 1°00 


100 kilos. 3°00 
Not separatel 


Free 
Free 
Free 


10 °/, ad val. 
10 od ad 


Free 
Free 
100 kilos. 6°00 
According as the 
tissues of which 
they are made. 


|_| 
= — | | 
| 
= | 
| 
3-00 
36 atches : | 
1°50 
0°50 
| Free 
40 | 
| Free 100 kilos. 10°00 
i | 1,000 4°00 | 1,000 2-00 
| | 
| | Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
Free 
| 
50 
| 
| 
Faia 85°00 | 100 kilos. 50°00 
brodaj 40°00 50°00 
ays 55°00 72°00 
65°00 72°00 
40°00 » 
| ” 60°00 
” 70°00 
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Tariff Classification. 


Proposed Import 


Duties. 


Present Import 
Duties. 


Cotton tissues, plain, twilled, and 
ticks-—cont. 


Unbleached—cont. 
Third-class, weighing from 
7 to 11 kilos. exclusively 
per 100 square metres, 
presenting in a square 
of 5 millimétres side: 
27 threads and less - 
28to 35 threads - 
36 to 43 threads - 
44 threads and above 
Fourth-class, weighing 
from 3 to 7 kilos. ex- 
clusively per 100 square 
metres, presenting in a 
square of 5 millimétres 
side : 
27 threads and less - 
28 to 35 threads ~ 


36 threads and above 


Bleached : 

First-class, weighing 15 
kilos. and more per 100 
squares metres, present- 
ing in a square of 5 
millimétres side : 

27 threads and less - 
28 to 35 threads - 
86 to43threads - 
44 threads and above 

Second-class, weighing 
from 11 to 15 kilos. ex- 
clusively per 100 square 
metres, presenting in a 
square of 5 millimétres 
side : 

27 threads and less - 
28 to 35threads - 
36 to 43 threads - 
44 threads and above 

Third-class, weighing from 
7 to 11 kilos. exclusively 
per 100 square metres, 
presenting in a square 
of 5 millimétres side : 

27 threads and less - 
28 to 35 threads - 
86 to 43 threads - 
44 threads and above 

Fourth-class, weighing 
from 8 to 7 kilos. exclu- 
sively per 100 square 
metres, presenting in a 
square of 5 millimétres 
side : 

27 threads and less - 
28 to 35 threads 


36 threads and above 


100 kilos. 


Fr. cts. 


100°00 { ” 


” 46°00 ” 
” 57°50 » 


115-00 { » 


” 


Fr. cts. 


57°50 
57°50 
82°80 
82°80 


57°50 
57°50 
82°80 
82°80 


69°00 


115-00 
207-00 


92-00 
138-00 

218°50* 
345-00 


* From 36 to 43 threads. 


t+ 44 threads and above. 


Tariff. 
| | | 
| | 100 kilos. 60°00 
60°00 » 60°00 
» 80°00 100°00 
” 100-00 180°00 
70-00 80°00 
90°00 tie 120°00 
300 -00¢ 
| 
40°00 ” 
46°00 
63°00 
” 75°00 ” 
69°00 |, 
” 80°50 ” 
” 57°50 
69-00 69-00 
92-00 
80°50 » 


Jaly 1895.] 


BELGIAN TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 


No. in 
Tariff. 


Tariff Classification. 


Proposed Import 
Duties. 


Cotton tissues, plain, twilled, and 

ticks—cont. 
{Dyed or printed : 

First-class, weighing 15 

kilos. and more per 

100 square metres, pre- 

senting in a square of 

5 millimétres side : 

27 threads and less - 

28 to 35 threads - 

36 to 43 threads) - 

44 threads and above 

Second -class, weighing 

from 11 to 15 kilos. ex- 

clusively per 100 square 

metres, presenting in a 

square of 5 millimétres 
side : 

27 threads and less - 

28 to 35 threads’ - 

86 to 43 threads 

44 threads and above 

Third-class, weighing from 

7 to 11 kilos. excla- 

sively per 100 square 

metres, presenting in a 

square of 5 millimétres 
side : 

27 threads and less - 

28 to 35 threads - 

36 to 43 threads - 

44 threads and above 

Fourth - class, weighing 

from 3 to 7 kilos. exclu- 

sively per 100 square 

metres, presenting in a 

square of 5 millimétres 
side: 

27 threads and less - 

28 to 35 threads - 


36 threads and above 


Cotton velvet : 
Made as silk velvet : 
Unbleached - 
Dyed or printed - 


Others (cords, moleskins, &e.) : 


Unbleached 
Dyed or printed - - 
Cotton tissues, plain or twilled, 
weighing less than 3 kilos. per 
100 square metres; piqués, 
dimity, figured or dumasked 
tissues, and brilliants, weigh- 
ing less than 8 kilos. per 100 
square metres - ~ 


:100 kilos. §55-00 
60°00 
a 75°00 
“00 


38 


” 


10 °/, ad val. 


Fr. cts. 


sess 


85°00 
125°00 


10500 
nt 145-00 


{ 215°00* 


85°00 
110-00 


60°00 
85:00 


10 °/, ad val. 


duty at the rate of 15 per cent. ad valo: 


* From 36 to 43 threads. 


eee 44 threads and above. 
} Under the existing tariff, printed cotton tissues form a separate class and pay 


rem. 


§ Tissues manufactured wholly or in of dyed threads are to 5 fis. pe 
100 kilos. above the duties specified. 


43 
Daties. 
Fr. cts. 
100 kilos. 7 
7 
9 
| 
” 75°00 
00 75°00 
§80°00 97°00 
§90:00 97°00 
” §70°00 85°00 
§80-00 
» _§100-00 
§120°00 205°00 
99 §90°00 
» §110°00 
» §120°00 
75°00 
| 
70°00 
|| 
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No. in Proposed Import Pre 
Tariff. Tariff Classification. 


| Fr. cts. Fr. cts. 
jlos. 500°00; 100 kilos. 300-00 

— |J or atthe option | or at the option 

silk, the P g of the importer of the importer 


in weight %,ad val. | 10°, ad val, 
55 *Cotton tissues of other descrip- | 
tions - - - 15°, ad val, 10 °/, ad val. 


55 | Carpets and woollen carpeting ; 
woollen shawls and scarves ; 
woollen tissues weighing less 
than 200 grammes per square | 
metre - - |} 


| 

, 10 °/, ad val. 
100 kilos. 700-00 100 kilos. 300-00 
55 | Silk tissues other than hand and |) or atthe option | or at the choice 


15 °/, ad val. 

| of theimporter of the importer 
| 


machine made lace - 
15°/,adval. 10°/, ad val. 
55 | Waxed cloth ofevery kind = - 5°/,adval. ad val. 
55 | Mixed tissues of every kind - | Duty on the tissues | Duties on the tissues 


according to class | according to class 
and according to | and according to 
the material predominating in weight. Thosetissues the material pre- 
are only to be considered as mixed which containmore § dominating _—in 
than 5 per cent. of textile materials other than those _—weight. 

which constitute the predominating material. 


56 | Yeast - | 100 kilos. 10°00 | Free 
60 | Vehicles (including velocipedes) | 12 °/, ad val. | 10 °/, ad val. 
Article 3. 


§1. A special import duty may be levied on food products when 
the corresponding goods of native origin are subject to special 
laws and regulations relative to falsification. 

§2. The Government determines the amount of this duty, 
which is not to exceed the cost of verification and analysis, 

§ 3. The Government is authorised to prohibit the entry of 
the products referred to in § 1 if they do not fulfil the conditions 
exacted for the sale of similar products manufactured or prepared 
in the country. 


Article 4, 


Article 40 of the law of March 4, 1846, is modified as 
follows :— 

The Government is authorised to duties being 

aranteed—the temporary removal, free or partially free, of 
goods destined to receive a finishing touch in the kingdom.” 


* This class comprises blondes, trimmings, and ribbons; machine-made. em- 
broideries ; coverlets ; gauzes or muslins figured or embroidered for furniture ‘or 
hangings; tulles, plain or embroidered; mixed tissues not specified, the cotton 
predominating in weight, and other cotton tissues not specified. ' nt 
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1. On the ‘manufacture of margarine’ and’ other artificial 
butters, an excise duty is imposed of 5 francs per 100 kilogs, “ — 
Repayment of excise duty may be granted’ on exportation. 


Article 6. 

§.1, Every owner of a margarine or artificial butter factory, or 
of vessels and utensils together forming an apparatus for the 
manufacture of margarine or artificial butter, is bound to make a 
declaration to the office of the receiver of excise. 


-§,2. The owners of oleomargarine factories or tallow-melting 
houses are bound to observe the same formality. _ 


Article 7. 

The persons referred to in the preceding article are bound 
to assist the Government officials in the performance of their 
duties. They must furnish these officials with the means of 
calculating the amount of raw material consumed, and of products 
obtained, and permit them to take the necessary samples. They 
are likewise bound to account for the origin of the raw materials. 


Article 8. 


§ 1. The government is authorised to regulate the levying and 
repayment of the excise duty and to determine the order of the 
inspection of factories and —e 
§ 2. The decrees drawn up by virtue of the preceding paragraph 
will be submitted to the legislative chambers. 


Article 9, 


$1. Any attempt to suppress excisable material is punishable 
with a fine of 2,000 francs, 

§ 2, Any manufacture of margarine or artificial butter carried 
out without a declaration otherwise than by means of the vessels 
described as for this purpose in the declaration, is punishable with 
a fine of 5,000 francs. 

§ 3. Besides the confiscation of utensils and imprisonment of 
from three months to two years, the fine referred to in the 

receding paragraph is doubled if the act has taken place in an 

illicit factory, or, in the case of a legally established factory, 
elsewhere than in the localities where the utensils described in 
the declaration are kept. 

§ 4. If a manufacturer of margarine or artificial butter carries 
on his business without having paid or guaranteed the duties, or 
if he has been mulcted in a fine for one or other of the reasons 
mentioned in paragra) hs 2 and 3 of the present articles, the 
administration can, if deemed nec for the assurance of the 
duties owing and the fines incurred, seize and remove, by an order 
of the President of the Tribunal, all the vessels and utensils of 
the factory. 
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§ 5. Other contraventions to Articles 5 and 7 of the present 
law as well as contraventions to decrees made by authority of 
Article 8, are punishable with a fine of 1,000 francs. 

§ 6. Independently of the penalties named in the present article, 
the payment of the duties themselves can always be exacted. 


Article 10. 


The Government will fix by royal decree, the date on which 
the various dispositions of the present law will come into force. 


Her Majesty’s Minister at Brussels, in reporting the passage of the Bill, states 
that by an amendment introduced at the last moment, meat which is simply cooked, 
smoked, or salted, is to be allowed to be imported free of duty. All other prepara- 
tions of meat will pay a duty of 15 franes per 100 kilogs. 


| 
| 

| 
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XIV.—_TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 


Modification of Duty on Cream of Tartar. 


Note.—Gold rouble (100 copecks) = 3s. 2d. Poud = 36 lbs. 

avoirdupois. 

A despatch, dated 18th June last, has been received by the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank Lascelles, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at St. Petersburg, in which it is stated that, by a 
decision of the Imperisel Council, confirmed by His Majesty the 
Emperor on the 20th of May last, and promulgated in the 
“ Official Gazette” of the 12th of June 1895, the following 
modification of the duty under section 95 of the Russian Customs 
tariff relating to cream of tartar is decreed. 

The modification in question consists in a distinction being 
made between the raw and the semi-refined product, the latter 
now paying a higher rate of duty than the former :— 

Section 95, point 1—Cream of tartar raw (unrefined), tartaric 
acid, lime, raw (unrefined), 60 copecks gold per poud. 

Point 2.—Cream of tartar, semi-refined (not in puwder), with 
its natural tinge, 75 copecks gold per poud. 


Classification of Undressed Goats’ Shins. 

A despatch, dated June 6, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Sir F. C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
St. Petersburg, notifying that undressed goat skins, not men- 
tioned in the first three points of section 156 of the tariff, and 
not being soft peltry, is to be cleared under Point I. of section 54. 
Duty 50 pow gold per poud. 


Tae New Harsour at THeoposia (Crimea). 

The “ Bolletino, di Notizie Commerciali,” in its issue of May last, 
quotes the following interesting particulars from the Marseilles 
“ Semaphore ” concerning the new harbour at Theodosia. 

The harbour, though small, is admirably situated, and the trade 
in grain has considerably increased. 

he area of the basin is 244 hectares, and the depth varies 
from 28 feet to 24 at the landing stage, so that vessels of dee 
draught can be admitted. The largest steamers have shippe 
cargo at the landing stage since last November, by this means 
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reducing by one-half the cost of loading, which previously had 
been effected by means of lighters. 

An imperial wkase has fixed the official inauguration for next 
September. The harbour is easy of mete meg measures 341 
metres from mole to mole.. 

In addition to lading charges, ships chal to pay : —- 

1. Quarantine dues (2 kopecks for every 3 tons), and 3 roubles 
to the interpreter. 

2. Anchorage dues, 6 to 8 kopecks for every three tons. 

3. Tonnage dues, 5 kopecks for every. three tons at, entry, and 
the same. at clearance. 

4. Lighthouse ‘dues, 7 roubles 15 kopecks at. entry, and: the 
same at clearance. 

5. sere? dues (to the Imperial Company), 5 roubles per 
vesse 

6. ‘Municipal dues, 4 kopeck per tchetwert (tchetwert = 201 
litres). 

to imperial law, every. no. matter from what. 
port, must go through the quarantine, but this formality, seldom | 
takes more than an hour. 


Norway. 


Tariff Changes. 

A report has been received from Mr. Thomas) Mitchell, Her’ 
Majesty's s Consul-General at Christiania, enclosing a list of altera- 
tions made in the Norwegian Tariff, which came into operation - 
on the lst of July last. 

The following are: alterations in 


Goods. 


Canvas for technical use ; ; cloth fr, ' 


paper machinery ‘Free “| Not mentioned. 
76 | Meat powder, extract of meat, pepsine 
and albuminous goods - | 40 ore per kilog. Free 
101 | Apples and pears - - - | 10 dre per kilog.| 7 dre per kilog. 
104 | Currants, dried - - - | 15 dre ae kilog.| 40 dre per kilog. 


“Tf any of the upper clothing Uy 


Qndt ined Vi ib 
; edgings) is le under a 
rate than the principal stuff, ' 
; or if the’ dresses or part of the 
«8 | dresses are supplied with embroidery 
things, w’ are put at a er 
rate than the principal 
addition shall he 100 per cent. This 
rule shall apply if clothes of #ther 
material than silk are supplied with 
a lining of silk.” 


4 
| 
| 
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Norway.— Tariff Changes—cont. 


No. Rates. 
in Goods. 
Tariff. New. Old. 
241 | Baskets, with fittings of stuff - - | 1 kr. per kilog. | 30 dre per kilog. 
365 | Oils, naphtha of petroleum and benzine Free 


7 dre per kilog. 
378 | Cards, playing (under wrappers) - | 15 dre per pack | 8 dre per pack. 
419 | Salts and acids in general. Con- 
sequently alum, borax, lemon juice, 
potash, saltpetre, soda, vitriol, dis- 
appear from the tariff as duty free 
goods - Free 7 ore per kilog. 
503 | Wood tools and implements of wood or 

metal - - - Free 3 ore per kilog. 
505 | Cigar boxes and boards for cigar boxes | 10 dre per kilog.| 3 dre per kilog. 


Nortu Sea Canat. 
Tariff of Rates. 


Mr. M. Gosselin, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, in 
a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 12th June, says that 
the following rates are to be paid by all vessels passing through 
the North Sea and Baltic Canal, with the exception of those 
belonging to the Imperial Navy and the Canal Administration :— 

1. Vessels and cargo :— 

For the first 600 nett tounage register, per ton, 60 pfennig. 
For every additional registered ton, per ton, 40 pfennig, 

2. Vessels, either empty or in ballast ; vessels employed in 
coasting trade (law of May 22, 1881, Reichsgesetzblatt, p. 97) 
up to 50 nett tonnage register inclusive ; and vessels passing 
through the Canal to or from the Eider, per ton nett register, 
40 pfennig. 

3. The minimum rate to be levied under heads Nos. 1 and 2 is 
10 marks. 

4, As towage rates :— 

Sailing vessels using the regulation means of towing :— 

For the first 200 nett tonnage register, per ton, 40 pfennig. 
For every additional registered ton, per ton, 30 pfennig, __ 

Sailing vessels under head No, 2, also using regulation means 
of towing :-— 

For the first 200 nett tonnage register, per ton, 25 pfennig. 
For every additional registered ton, 30 pfennig. 

For supplying means of towing to steamers, or special tugs to 
sailing vessels, the Administration of the Canal will fix the rate 
according to the size of the tug supplied and the length of its 
use. 

5. During the months of October to March, inclusively, the 
rates under heads Nos. 1 to 3 will be increased 25 per cent. 

87760. D 


: 
- ie 
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6. In computing the sum total of the rate to be paid, fractions 
-of a mark will be increased to whole marks. 
__ 7, The charge for the use of all the means of transport in the 
Canal, as well as for pilotage between the Brunsbiittel or Rends- 
-burg—Lock on one side and Friedrichsort on the other, are 
included in the above rates. 

8. The conditions and dues for the admission of vessels which 
‘begin or end their journey within the limits of the Canal will ‘be 
fixed by the Administration of the Canal. ; 


II. 

This tariff takes effect on the 10th June 1895. On the same 
day the tariff of rates for that portion of the North Sea and 
Baltic Canal between the entrance at Holtenau and the lock at 
Rendsburg, dated 4th June 1895 (Reichsgesetzblatt, p. 465), 
expires. 


ImperRtAL CANAL OFFICE AT KIEL. 


Mr, M. Gosselin also states that, by an Imperial decree, dated the 
15thJune,a special department, to be entitled “The Imperial Canal 
Office” (Kaiserliches Kanalamt), has been established, which is to 
be entrusted with the maintenance and working of the North Sea 
and Baltic Canal, This new public office was to begin its work 
on the Ist July, and will be an Imperial department subordinate 
to the Imperial Home Office, Its seat is to be at Kiel. 

The: details of its composition and procedure will be determined 
by the Imperial Chancellor, in accordance with the directions 
contained in the second.supplement to the Estimates, 1895-96. 


FRANCE. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 4th July last, the 
Marquis of Dufferin and Ava, Her Majesty’s Ambassador in 
Paris, encloses an extract from the “ Journal Officiel,” containing 
the text of a decree authorising the admission without disinfection 
of rags, &c., compressed by hydraulic power. 

The following is a translation of the decree :— 

Art. 1. Rags compressed by hydraulic power, sent wholesale in 
bales bound with iron bands, unless the sanitary authorities have 
good reason to believe tiem to be infected ; new waste coming 
direct from ~ spinning, weaving, manufacturing, or bleaching 
workshops, artificial wools, and new paper cuttings—are admitted 
without disinfection into all ports. : 

Art. 2, Measures actually in force continue to be applied to rags 
of all kinds not included in the categories mentioned in the 
preceding article. 


| 

4 

q 
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Shipping Dues at Caen and Quistreham, 


~ In a decree, dated ‘May 20, and published in .the “Journal 
Officiel ” of May 23, the Caen Chamber of Commerce is authorised 
to borrow the sum of 1,700,000 franes, to, defray the expense 
of the works for improving the access to the port of Caen, and 
to provide for the repayment of the principal and interest of this 
loan by levying the following shipping dues from the date of the 
decree, viz. :— 
Francs. 
1. Vessels entering loaded and going out in ballast, or 
vice versd, when the voyage originates at a port situated 
within the long voyage limit, per legal register ton - - 0°25 
2. Vessels entering loaded and going out in ballast, or 
vice versd, when the voyage originates at a port situated 
within the limits of international coasting. per legal 
register ton = - - - - - 
3. Surcharge, applicable to every vessel entering loaded - 
and going out loaded, whatever be the destination of the 
vessel, the weight of the goods shipped or discharged, and — 
the number of passengers, per legal register ton - - 005 
4, Goods coming from or destined for a port situated 
within the long voyage limit, per ton of 1,000 kilogs. - 0:30 
5. Goods coming from or destined for a port situated 
within the limits of international coasting, per ton of 1,000 © 


O15 


kilogs. - - - - 0°20 
6. Goods coming from or destined for a French or — 
Algerian port, per ton of 1,000 kilogs. - - 010 


7. Passengers bound for or coming from a foreign port, 
oer a colonial port other than Algerian, for each person - 0°30 
8. Passengers coming from a French or Algerian port 0°15 


Vessels exempted from the dues under 1, 2, and 3 are those 
belonging to the State or employed in its service; those which, 
both in arriving and departing, are coasting between French 
ports ; those connected with pilotage and towage ; fishing vessels ; 
vessels putting in in distress; and, in general, all those which 
have not performed any commercial operation. 

Exemptions from dues under 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 are the loading 
and unloading of goods, and of any articles whatever, belonging 
to the State or destined for its service by virtue of regular 
markets; also persons travelling in the service and at the expense 
of the State. 


FRANcE—TUNIS, 
Duties on Agricultural Implements. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copies of a Beylical decree, dated the 30th of May 1895, 
authorising the free entry into Tunis of certain agricultural 


D 2 
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implements, in addition to those already included in previous 
decrees (see “Board of Trade Journal” for August 1891, 
Vol. XL, pp. 139-40). 

The articles to be used in agricultural industry which are now 
added to the list of free importations are as follows :—Flexible 
bands for binding sheaves, plain bands for ditto, elevators, 
presses for trusses, flattners, guano distributors, ox muzzles, 
smal] barrels, scythe sharpeners, sheave binders, wine coolers, 
choppers for straw, stone extractors (for fruit or grapes), elevators 
for threshing machinery. 


SPAIN. 
Regulations as to Ships’ Manifests. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 26th May last, Sir 
G. F. Bonham, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, 
forwards copy of a circular addressed by the Spanish Foreign 
Office to Spanish consuls and consular agents, with a copy of the 
regulations by which they are to be guided in formalities con- 
nected with ships’ manifests and other papere. Special attention 
is drawn to the regulation that ships bound for Cuba or Porto 
Rico must be provided with a manifest duly visé by a Spanish 
consul, even when in ballast. The translation of the circular is as 
follows :-— 

“ The-failure of certain consular officers to comply with the 
Customs regulations, whether of the Peninsula, Cuba and Porto 
Rico, or the Philippines, gives rise, with extraordinary frequency, 
to complaints and reclamations on the part of the foreign repre- 


eentatives accredited to this Court, who allege, as the chief 
ground, that in the consular agencies where the manifests and 
other documents are examined, it is stated that certain formalities 
—as, for example, certifying manifests of ships sailing in ballast 
for the ports of Cuba and Porto Rico—are not necessary. 

“To prevent the continuance of such an irregular state of 
things, because certain of the above-mentioned agents may be 
without the various Customs regulations, His Majesty the King, 
and in his name Her Majesty the Queen Regent of the Kingdom, 
has ordered the difterent Customs regulations relating to the 


intervention of Spanish consuls in drawing up and certifying con- 
_ sular documents to be published under a single cover, and that their 
strict execution ke recommended, harmonising as much as possible 
their provisions with the facilities which it is convenient to give 
to bond fide commerce. 

“ Attention is particularly called to the dispositions in Article 
65 of the Customs regulations of the Peninsula, which imposes 
upon consuls the obligation of verifying, whenever possible, the 
manifest with the official clearance papers issued by the foreign 
Custom-houses ; and to Article 60 of the regulations of Cuba and 
Porto Rico, which obliges ship-masters to carry a manifest visé by 
the Spanish consul, even when the vessels are in ballast. 


q 
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“ This is communicated to you by Royal Order, for the purposes 
above indicated, and you are requested to issue the necessary 
instructions to the dependent honorary agencies in your district, 
to which you are to supply a copy of the summary of regulations 
accompanying this dispatch, and to inform this office of your 
having done so. You are likewise to obtain an acknowledgment 
of receipt from them, in order that they may not plead ignorance 
or evade responsibility in the future.” 


Certificates of Origin. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 30th June last, 
Sir Henry Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Madrid, encloses a note from the Duke of Tetuan, which poi its 
out that, according to the terms of No. 12 of the Customs 
Regulations in force, “ Certificates of origin shall consist indispen- 
“ gably of a declaration on the part of the producer or manufacturer, 
“ or person authorised by him, before the local authority of the 
* place of production or depository of the producing nation, 
“ the goods to which the certificate refers are made by him 
or are the product of his industry. When the said declaration 
of origin is made by persons authorised by the producers or 
“ manufacturers, the name and address of the latter must be 
* stated on the certificate.” 

The Duke of Tetuan adds that the Custom-house officials at 
San Sebastian and Pasages have adhered to the legal require- 
ments, and where these have not been complied with it has been 
owing to a too lax interpretation of instructions received to 
observe such leniency as is compatible with the intrests of the 
public treasury, a tolerance which, instead of facilitating bond fide 


commerce, has encouraged contraband trade, 


In order to avoid fraud, the Spanish Goverament propose to 


send instructions for the strict observance of the said Customs 
regulations. 


“ 


Tariff Changes. 


A despatch, dated Ist July 1895, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff notifying alterations 
in the import duties on certain articles, and especially calling 
attention to the fact that the extra duty on foreign coal and coke 


is 1 peseta per ton instead of 2} pesetas as originally proposed. 

The following are the alterations referred to :— 

Art. 48. Sections 8 and 9 of tariff to be modified. 

(8.) Naphtha oil, vaseline, and raw petroleum to pay 30 pesetas 
per 100 kilogs. 

(9.) Benzine, gasoline, and refined petroleum, &c., 42 pesetas 
per 100 kilogs, 

Art. 49, Foreign’ mineral coal and coke to pay an additional 
peseta per ton of 1,000 kilogs. 


Coal employed for metallurgic and siderurgic purposes is 
exempted from this additional duty. 


| 
- 
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Art, 50, The, importation of phosphorus can only be made 
through the. Matchmakers’ Asgociation, this association being, .. 
obliged to supply other industries which used it at cost price. ei 

Art, 53. The .duty on powder and: explosives created by. 
Article 49 of the law of 5th August 1893 shall be regulated on. 
the following scale :— 

Ordinary sporting powder 40 centimos per kilog. 

Blasting powder 10 centimos per kilog. 

Dynamite and other explosive mixtures, including nitramite, 
30 centimos per kilog. 

An association of manufacturers may be formed to substitute 
for this duty a yearly contribution of at least 600,000 pesetas. 


Drawback on Manufactures from Imported Materials. 

A circular has been issued from the Secretary’s Office of the . 
Treasury Department, Washington, notifying that— . 

In view of the fact that attempts have been made to obtain. 
drawback at,the rates promulgated under the Act of October 1, 
1890, on exportation of articles manufactured from material 
which was actually imported under the Act of August 28, 1894, 
the attention of officers of the Customs is called to the danger 
of fraudulent claims of this character as regards tin plate and 
oer articles paying a reduced rate of duty under the present 

Ww. 

As an additional precaution against fradulent claims of this 
kind, the manufacturer's oath provided in article 758 of the 
Customs Regulations of 1892, Form 120, should be modified so - 
as to read as follows, whenever there is reason to apprehend a 
substitution of recent importations as above described :— 

We, , proprietor, and , foreman, and 

, storekeeper, do severally, solemnly, and truly 
declare that the articles described in the within entry were 


manufactured by > at , from 
imported on . , 189 , upon which duty was paid at 
the rate of © , prescribed by the tariff of October 1, 1890. * 
» Foreman. 
Declared before me this day of , 189 ' 
CoLomBIA. 


Raising of Duties and Taxes, 

‘A despatch, dated 13th April, has been received, at, the Foreign 
Office.from Mr. G. F. B. Jenner, Her ,Majesty’s Minister 
Resident and Consul-General at Bogotdé, enclosing translation of 


q 
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a decree of the 22nd ‘March last, issued..by the President and 
igned by all his Ministers, which gives the instrument the force 
of law when public anes is officially disturbed. The following 
is a copy of the translation referred to :— ; ” 

Art. 1. From the promulgation of this “present decree, the 
import duties levied in the Custom-houses of the Republic shall 
be charged with a surtax of 15 per cent., destined for the nation 
to meet the expenses incurred by the war. ato 

Aat, 2. A tax of 1°60 dols. shall be placed upon each hundred- 
weight of coffee hulled or “cleaned” which may be exported 
from the ports of the Republic. i } 

The tax on; coffee, which the aforesaid condition does not 
include, shall be 1:20 dols. 
~ Art, 3. As a compensation for the tax which is imposed by the 
foregoing article, the owners of holders of coffee plantations shall 
be provided with poegeate by the p authorities, in order 
that they may enjoy all the guarantees desirable in the gathering 
and culture of that product; but the authorities..empowered to 
grant and issue the passports shall have to take the precautions. 
that. are, necessary,to prevent this concession from possibly 
endangering the maintenance of public order. 

., Art, 4. Throughout the Republic the slaughter dues collected 
upon each head of fat cattle are raised to 10 dollars, That tax 
shall begin to be collected from the 1st of April next, the date on 
which the public slaughter-houses will be maprenet. 
«dn the departments in which the nation, by any arrangements 
shall have re-assumed the ownership of that income, the product 
of the new tax shall belong entirely to the Public Treasury ; and 
in the other departments there shall only be collected by the 
nation the amount by which the new tax exceeds the one in fore 

which will continue to be levied by the respective farmers of 

e tax. 

Art. 5, The tax on national stamped paper and receipt and 
bill stamps is raised to double the amount. Consequently, from 
the date of the promulgation of the present decree, those at 
present in use shall be offered for sale at double their usual 
value. 

, Art.,6., The Governor of the Department of, Panama is autho- 
vised to impose a forced.loan in that section of the Republic not 
exceeding 250,000 dols., and in accordance with the instructions 


which in reference thereto may be communicated to him by the 
Minister of the Treasury. 


Art. 7. From the 23rd of the mene month the monthly 
forced loan decreased in the city of Bogoté shall be suspended ; 
this shall not, however, prevent the Government officials from 
—— > collect the amounts corresponding to the two 
months elapsed since the 23rd of January, which may not yet 
have been paid in full by the contributors. 

_:The provision of the: foregoing article does not prevent, should! 
occasion arise, the Minister of the Treasury from imposing such’ 
forced loans and contributions as may be necessary to meet: 
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certain expenses incurred by the disturbance of public order, 
which it may be necessary or advisable to cover in that manner. 
Mr. Jenner adds that the decree is dated the very day when 
hostilities were concluded, and Art. 3 speaks of certain precau- 
tions concerning coffee culture, which, if not abrogated, appear 
pf to give rise to more than one fresh disturbance on a 
er scale, 


It is alleged by members of the vanquished party, the self- 
called liberals, that the tax on coffee is aimed directly at them, 
as they own more than than three-quarters of the coffee estates. 
In the opinion of Mr. Jenner the fact is rather that the Govern- 
ment are at their wits’ ends to get money to meet the expenses of 
the war and are prepared to seek it wherever it is to be found, 
whatever economical principles they may violate. A similar 
measure was laid before the last Congress before the outbreak of 
the insurrection, but was rejected on the ground that the cultiva- 
tion of coffee for exportation was a nascent industry that required 
to be fostered rather than to be taxed. A halfpenny a pound (or 
about 10 per cent. on net cost where grown) does not at first 
sight appear to be a very heavy burden, but it is said that in 
many cases it will swallow up the whole of the profit of the pro- 
ducers and will have a ruinous effect where preliminary operations 
are being carried on at a loss, with a view to future profit. 

The slaughter tax which is raised by the decree to upwards of 
100 per cent. will undoubtedly make meat dearer, to the great 
disadvantage of the poorer classes who already consume less meat 
than the quantity required to keep them in full strength. 

The doubling of the stamp dues will be felt in the most curious 
manner by the whole of the large class who have any dealin 
with the authorities, as the smallest official application must be 
made on stamped paper, and the most insignificant payment in 
the shape of salary calls for a receipt stamp. The lower orders 
are very poor and are getting poorer every day owing to the 
effects of a depreciated paper currency, with the result that the 
impatience of taxation which has always characterised them is 
becoming so accentuated that any attempt to levy money upon 
their alcoholic beverages or tobacco is apt to lead to riotous pro- 
ceedings. Therefore, the Customs are raised 15 per cent. and the 
whole present increase of taxation is calculated to fall upon 
classes with less tendency to indulge in violent resistance to the 
collectors. 


PERU. 
Abolition of Duties on Stores in Hulks at Callao. 

In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 3rd May last, 
Captain Henry M. Jones, Her Majesty's Minister Resident at 
Lima, forwards copy of a document issued by the Provisional 
Government suabewns the decree of the late Government of 
February 28th last, w 


ich ordered the payment of duties on all 
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stores deposited on board the hulks belonging to the steamship 
companies and other enterprises, for use on board of the 
steamers. 

The following is the translation of the document referred 
to :— 

Facilities for Maritime Traffic, Lima, April 30, 1895. 

It being a duty of the Government to protect the maritime 
traffic along the shores of the Republic, giving all possible 
facilities to enterprises or companies dedicated to navigation, and 
thus helping efficiently the opening out of commerce and the 
widening of national industries, and taking into consideration 
that the supreme decree of February 28th last, relating to the 
deposit and despatch of merchandise on board of hulks for 
consumption on board of steamers belonging to the companies and 
enterprises, which by virtue of special decrees enjoy such 
privileges, is equal to the establishing of restrictions and taxes 
which without being necessary for the safeguard of the fiscal 
interests tend to drive away the maritime traffic and the con- 
sequent commercial movement from the Republic, it is hereby 
resolved ; The aforesaid supreme decree of the 28th of February 
of the present year is hereby abolished in all its parts, and those 
of April 23rd, 1873, and January 24th, 1874, are hereby re- 
established in all their vigour and force, relating to the hulks of 
the English Steamship Company and other favoured enterprises. 


TAHITI. 
Repeal of the “ Octroi de Mer” Dues, 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 28th June last, 
Mr. R. T. Simons, Her Majesty's Consul at Tahiti, reports the 
repeal of the “Octroi de Mer” taxes on imports, exacted by the 
local government on and from the Ist of January last, and the 
imposition provisionally in their place of a new tariff (ad valorem 
instead of “ differential”), which is to be enforced on and from 
the date of notification, amounting to 10 per cent. ad valorem on 
certain specified wares, and 15 per cent. ad valorem on all other 
goods (exclusive of a few special articles exempt from duty) which 
may be imported into the country. 

This new impost—which is an increase of 5 per cent. on that 
in force last year—together with the “ Droit de Douane,” bri 
up the Customs charges on imports to an aggregate of 35 and 40 
per cent. 


Bombay. 
Reduction of Import Duties. 
_A notification has been issued in the “Bombay Gazette” 
reducing to one-half per cent. the m8 3 duty a dyed and 
hese goods are 


coloured yarns of low counts (20s and under), . 
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imported in considerable quantities: into Burmah, and under the 
present law they pay a tax of 5 per cent., while similar Indian 
manufactures pay only so much duty as is ‘levied upon the dyes 
that are used. The proper remedy for the inequality would be 
the levy of excise duty on Indian manufactures imported into 
Burmab, but as this would require legislation, the present notifi- 
cation’is issued to remove the inequality until Rgaention can re 
undertaken. 


ite 


Matra, 
Customs Duties . 


A neem dated sth June last, has been received from the 
Chief Secretary's Office at Valletta, enclosing copy of a supple-© 
ment to the Malta Government Gazette notifying certain 
changes ‘in the Customs. tariff of the Island of Malta. The. 
alterations: made are as follows:.:— 

Live cattle (bulls, oxen, cows and their young) pay Is. ae 
* rotoli (43% lbs.), instead of 10s. per head. 

Fresh, frozen, or preserved beef, 1s. per 25 retoli. 


CanaDa. 
Import Duty on Eggs. 
Aceoriing 0 a notification in the “Canada Gazette” ” of 
15th June the import duty upon eggs, instead of bein 
five cents per dozen shall be three cents per dozen, and suc 
reduction in the rate of duty shall be deemed to have gone into 
effect = * the 28th May 1895. 


SourH AUSTRALIA. 
Alteration in Customs Tariff. 


an Act of the Legislative Council and House of 
of South Australia, assented to 11th October 1894 the Caigea 
tariff is altered in‘the following particulars:— 
~ By the reduction of the duty on harvest twines to 8s. per: 


a By the abolition of the duty on cream tors which 
are: protected by patents, and are not permittes to be manu-: 
factured in South Australia. en) qui 

III. By the abolition of the duty on toxa. 

By a further Act, assented to 21st November 1894, in addition 
to the duties of Customs authorised by Act No. 405 of 1887, 
and now levied upon the importation of the goods mentioned in 
the schedule to this Act, t ire re shall be levied, collected, and 
paid to. Her;Majesty; upon the importation of the said, goods into 
the »provinces:ofi, at. the. rate forth.ia 
the-said. schedule. prin wel iu Gowoloe 
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ema Lhe Schedule referred to. 
Goods. | Quantity. Rate of Duty. 
Fruits, dried tin currants) _ - - Per pound One penny 
Wine, ‘still Per gallon Six shillings 
» . Sparkli - . - rd Five shillings 
Spirits, of all' kinds, the of which can " 
be ascertained by Sykes’ + | Per proof gallon One shilling 
Spirits, perfumed = - » 
» and spirituous compounds (on all) the 
the strength of which cannot be ascertained 4) fe : 
by Sykes’ hydrometer.- - | Per liquid, gallon 
Spirits, methylated - - - 
Beer in bottle - - - - Per gallon Sixpence _ 
os _ VICTORIA. 
Tariff Decisions, 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the Customs tariff of Victoria have recently been given by the 
Customs authorities in that country. 

Adjuster’ veil, “the rainbow,” is dutiable at 10 per cent. ad 
valorem as fancy goods, 

Crucibles (injector), and lids made of fire-clay, bound with 
metal, are assessed for duty at 20 per cent. ad valorem an fine;eley 

‘oods. 

Cuff-holders made of metal, are dutiable at 10 per cent,. ‘ad 
valorem as fancy goods. 

Cod-liver wine extract, “ Vivien’s,” is dutiable at 25 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Breaker and scutcher machines, used in preparing flax, are 
dutiable at 35 per cent, ad valorem. 

stitch machines, for making imitation stitches on 

ts and shoes, are to pay duty at 35 per cent. ad valorem. 
Taltisoript ink is dutiable at 10 per cent. ad valorem as WHEIAS 


psine wine, ‘Chassaing’s,” a,” is dutiable at 25, 

Bunion and corn plasters (medicated), are. dutiable, cat 25 pet 
cent. ad valorem. 

Quina laroche is dutiable at 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Rusks, an invalid food, are dutiable at 2d. per pound as biscuits. 

Coal tar soap, “ Jeye’s,” is dutiable at 4d. per pound, 

Dog soap, “ reye’s,” is dutiable at 2d. per pound. 

eos No. 1, white soap, “ Jeye’s,” is dutiable at 2d. per 
poun 

Perfect purifier soap, “ Jeye’s,” is dutiable at 2d. per pound. 

Sublime toilet soap, “ Jeye’s,” is dutiable at 4d. per pound. 
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Waulkenphast machines, used in making boots and shoes, are 
to pay duty at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Wine, vin de la croix remy “ natural tonique,” is dutiable at 
12s. per gallon as still wine. 

Wharfage.—Chloride of lime is dutiable at 3s. per ton of 40 
cubic feet. 

The following articles are free of duty :— 

Apparel and slops, minor articles for—hangers, coat, of metal. 

, portmanteaus, and trunks, minor articles for—rivets, black 
(trunkmakers and tinsmiths only). 

Barmenit—a preservative. 

Call boxes—A. B. C. telegraph instruments, used for tramway 
or railway signalling. 

Cure stoop “ Domen,” as surgical appliances. 

_ Drugs, etc. (when not recommended), viz. :— 

Euonymin, in 1 oz. bottles. 

Podophyllin, in ! oz. bottles. 

Extracts and essences—all extracts and essences entirely free 
from alcohol, and not coming under the heading of medicine or 
any other heading in the Tariff shall from this date, 25th January 
1895, be admitted as essences not containing alcohol. 

Insect powder spreaders, of india-rubber and wood. 

Lactic ferment “ Danish,” for ripening cream. 

Leather—The undermentioned descriptions of leather imported 
on and after Ist November 1894, may be admitted free of duty, 


viz. 
- Leather—kid, dressed and tanned (known as Dongola) 
Leather known as chrome-dressed glacé kid. 
Machines—linotype, for setting and making type, as printing 
machines. 
Multiscript composition. 
Multiscript—perfect, “ Herberts.” 
Powder—surgical dusting, “ Jeyes ” is a disinfectant. 
Purifier—perfect fluid, “ Jeyes ” is a disinfectant. 
Root-beer— Hirés,” an extract not containing alcohol. 
‘ Sanitas is a disinfecting fluid. 
Sign ‘ marker—* the easy,” with rule and spacer, as printing 
type. 
7Trinemiths, minor articles for—rivets, black (tinsmith and trunk 
makers only). 
Tools of trade (not being machines). 
Folder’s edge, for boots and shoes, 
Yolkine is a dye, 
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XV.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


New Line or STEAMERS IN THE Buack SEA (CONSTANZA 
To CoNnsTANTINOPLE). 


Sir G. H. Wyndham, Her Majesty’s Minister at Bucharest, in 
a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 21st of May 1895, 
reports that the “ Financial Courier ” of the 19th of May states 
that the Roumanian Government are about to establish a line of 
steamers between Constanza and Constantinople, to run in con- 
nexion with the train service, which will reach the former port by 
the bridge across the Danube shortly to be opened. 

The report adds that two steamers, to run on this new line, 
have been ordered in England. 


EXTENSION OF Quays AT ANTWERP, 


With reference to ihe extension of quays at Antwerp, 
commented on in the last issue of the ‘ Board of Trade 
Journal,” Mr. G. R. de Courcy Perry, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General at that port, has forwarded another report to the 
Foreign Office, enclosing a plan of the projected work. This 
report says that the greatest advantage arising from this addition 
to the quay will be the increased accommodation which will be 
offered to vessels of regular lines visiting the port, as it is of the 
highest importance that these steamers should be able to moor 
alongside the quays, since the delay which is frequently ex- 
perienced in entering and leaving the docks is, at times, the 
source of much inconvenience. The number of regular liners 
visiting Antwerp is increasing rapidly, and the Administration 


are acting very wisely in doing all in their power to offer further - 


facilities to these steamers, whose influence on the development 
and prosperity of the port it would be hard to a 

The principal terms of the convention concluded between the 
Government and the civic authorities of Antwerp were given in a 
despatch of the 20th ultimo. There is, however, an important 
clause, stipulating that, should the town decide to construct a 
new dry dock, it shall be built at the extremity of the new section 
of the quay. This article gives ground for supposing that such a 
project is under consideration; if so, it would be a valuable 
addition to the installations of the Port, since the present dry 
docks, though now sufficient, will be quite inadequate to accom- 
modate certain large steamers that are in course of construction, 
and which will perform a regular service between Antwerp and 
the United States of America. . 
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It may be of interest to draw attention to some of the difficulties 
which will be encountered in carrying into effect the projected 
quay extension. In the first place, a considerable natural obstacle 
will have to be surmounted. Precisely at the point where the 

resent riverside quays terminate towards the south, the Scheldt 
is obstructed by tics that change the course of the current, 
and direct it towards the left bank of the river (which it reaches 
just below Burght); consequently, from the extremity of the 
south quay, along the right bank of the Scheldt, there is, for some 
considerable distance, only a depth of three or four metres, which 
is quite insufficient for mooring steamers of heavy tonnage. 

A remedy for this difficulty has been suggested by Monsieur 
Fargues, the eminent French hydrographer, who is of opinion that 
a bar constructed in the deep channel below Burght would turn 
the current, and direct it towards the right bank, or, in other 
words, along the line of the new quay, where dredging operations 

y: 


would be carried on simultaneou 


BELGIAN TRADE. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. G. R. de Courcy Perry, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Antwerp, enclosing two comparative | tables showing the exporta- 
-tion of eggs from Belgium to foreign countries, and the importa- 
tion of this article of consumption during the yearz 1892, 1893, 
cand 1894. From the table of importation it will be observed that 
over 100 million eggs-are annually imported into this country, of 
which a large proportion are furnished by Italy, Germany, and 
Russia; of the 100 million eggs referred to 40 millions, are said 
to. be consumed in the country and the balance exported. The 
figures mentioned do not include the transit trade in eggs, which, 
in 1898, amounted to 300 millions. 

The importation of eggs from the United Kingdom shows a 
considerable. decrease. In 1893, over three millions of eggs 
‘reached Belgium from England, but in the following year that 
number went down to one million ; on. the other hand in 1893, 28 
millions of eggs were shipped to Great Britain ; and in 1894, 30 
million eggs went in the same direction. 

Eggs are sold wholesale in Belgium by weight. The current 
price at present, being 1 fr. 10 cts. per kilo. :—-A case of 1,440 
eggs weighs approximately 55 kilos. net, the price per 1,000 eggs, 
is therefore, close upon 87 frs., but varies according to the time of 
the year, the most favourable period being in the spring and 
autumn. 

Eggs for the Antwerp market from foreign countries are 
usually packed in long cases containing each 10 gross, which are 
allowed to enter Belguim free of duty. 
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Tae New: Harsour at Biserta (Tunis). 

£ The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copies of a Beylical decree, dated the 25th of May 1895, estab- 
lishing the partial opening of the new harbour at Biserta (Tunis), 
and the tariff of charges applicable thereto.. The “ Journal Officiel 
Tunisien” states that the canal leading to the harbour is practic- 
able’ for vessels drawing up to 24 ft., and that there is a quay of 
‘200 yards in length, alongside of which vessels. drawing up to 
21 ft: can be moored. The quay is provided with cranes and a 
weigh-bridge. The tariff of port dues and charges can be seen on 
— at the Commercial Department of the Board of 

e. 


Stuttgart Export AssocraTion. 


A despatch, dated 5th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr, Victor Drummond, Her Majesty’s 
Minister resident at Munich, enclosing the Stuttgart Export- 
Musterlager’s report for the year 1894. 

‘This institution, which has done much good to Wurtemberg 
industry and commerce, continues to prosper. 

_ The number of buyers during the year was 343, as against 323 


and 295 in years 1893 and 1892 respectively, 
The total number of orders from all parts of the world was 
2,124, as against 2,033 and 1,712 in the years 1893 and 1892 


respectively. 

One hundred catalogues in German and 25 in Italian were 
distributed in the course of the year. 

The director of the institution states that since his journey to 
the United States of America in 1893 the number of North 
_American buyers has been on the increase. 

The Export-Musterlager is represented by 10 delegates. The 
newly appointed representative at Rustchuk reports satisfactory 
results. 

In the first months of the present year important commissions 
came from the Hamburg establishment dealing in the different 
branches of machinery. 


ADULTERATION OF OLIVE OIL. 

Mr. W. Percy Chapman, Her Majesty’s Consul at Leghorn, 
in a report to the Foreign Office dated April 23 last, alluding to 
the prevailing custom in Italy of adulterating olive oil, says that 
while fine olive oil is yc considered to be both palatable and 
nutritious, as well as a healthy article of diet, it may be conceded 
that adulterated as well as common olive oil—rancid or tainted 
because made from defective fruit-—are both very objectionable. 
Adulteration is still prevalent with a certain class of trade, as 
also the practice of selling a very inferior article and calling it 
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Lucca oil. Only recently it was proved in one of the London 
police courts that a firm of oilmen, owning a number of shops, 
were in the habit of supplying their customers with an article 
dubbed “ salad oil,” which was simply a mixture of seed-oil with 
olive oil—the latter necessarily of the lowest quality, since it 
would not pay to use a fine quality for such a vile purpose. The 
plea of the defendants, that their customers did not know what 
salad oil was, and could not appreciate the difference between a 
genuine ard an adulterated article, would only show that the 
former preferred to trade upon the supposed ignorance of their 
customers in order, naturally, to secure for themselves an extra 
profit, and to distance more honest competitors. 

Oil in so-called Florence flasks should be entirely avoided by 
consumers in England, since through the unscrupulousness of 
some traders these pretty flasks have been degraded to a vile use, 
and cotton-seed oil pure and simple, or some adulterated rubbish, 
put into them. As bearing upon this, it should be mentioned 
that the Italian customs’ authorities hardly seem to appreciate 
the importance to Italy—the leading olive oil-producing country 
of the world—of prohibiting the adulteration of olive oil. For 
otherwise they would hardly permit the mixing of cotton-seed 
oil with common olive oil to be carried out in the entrepdt, or 
Government bonded warehouses (the cotton-seed oil being in 
bond), for the sole “omvamey of exportation. It is hardly necessary 
to add that export houses of repute here in the fine olive oil trade 
are not guilty of such a practice; as also that pure and fine 
Tuscan oil is to be had without difficulty, and indeed is exported 
hence largely to London and other markets. Still, it is essential 
to state that the only guarantee the public in England can have 
lies in the name and standing of well-known firms of good repute, 
who, importing the article direct, are able to vouch for it, and 
who place it on the market. A practice followed by seme second- 
rate concerns (for no house of good standing would thus sink its 
neme) of supplying retailers with bottled oil bearing only the 
names of the exporters, not the names of the importers, is not to 
be recommended. It is too often a cloak for a cheap and nasty 
article, since the object is generally to make a larger profit than 
would be obtainable by selling fine Lucca oil guaranteed to be 
such by an importing firm of repute. It is no doubt owing to 
dishonesty in trade that many acquire a dislike for olive oil as 
food simply because a good part of what is sold is of very inferior 
quality, and perhaps also adulterated—stuff, in short, fit for soap- 
making or other industrial purposes, but not certainly for the 
table. Hence, no doubt, originated the advice given in a bock of 
cookery published not long ago in England, to the effect that in 
preparing salads, as little olive oil as possible should be used, 
| ecause it was often of such bad quality. (No. 1,550, Foreign 
Office Annual Series.) 
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List or ConTRACTORS FoR WorKs IN SARDINIA. 


A report datel 25th June last has been received from the 
Foreign Office enclosing a list, furnished by Mr. E. Pernis, 
Her Majesty’s Consul in Cagliari, in obedience to directions 
issued by the Foreign Office, of the competitors who are generally 
most successful in Staining contracts in Sardinia. 


The names and description of the firms referred to are as 
follows :— 


Name of Firm. Description of Contract. | Residence. 
G. E. Fratelli Barbera, civil engineers - 
G. Zamberletti - - - 
E. Serventi, civil engineer - - - 
Pier Marcella and Palomba, civil engineers ‘ Cagliari 
Cesare Randaceis, civil engineer - 
Contracts for tramways, 
Hon. Luigi Merello, M.P. | 
surveyor. 


Direzione della Societi Reale della | Royal Sardinian Railway “Rome. 
Ferrovie Sarde - - - ompany. 
Direzione dell ’Esercizio della Societa 
Reale delle Ferrovie Sarde - - Cagliari. 
Direzione Societa Italiana per le Ferrovie | Sardinian Complementary | Turin. 
Secondarie della Sardegua = - - Railways. 
Direzione dell *Esercizio delle Ferrovie 


Secondarie Sarde - - s ” ” Cagliari. 
F. Mossa Gisda & Co., civil engineers - | Iron foun - - os 
Armelin Lernard, iron and metal foundry | Metal foun - - | Carlsforte. 
Fiori Giacomo - - 
Cortese Felice - - - 

Bertino Giacomo - - | Contractors for public 

Dori Celso - - - works. Sassari. 
Ferro Martino - - x > 

Carta Mantiglia - - - A 

Suino - - } parvezors 


Harsour Works at Lecuorn. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated 23rd April last, Mr. 
W. Percy Chapman, Her Majesty's Consul-General at Leghorn, 
states with reference to the new harbour works at that port, that 
the breakwater has now had a year’s trial, with results that can 
hardly be called satisfactory. The breakwater, running as it 
does from east to west, has virtually compelled a totally different 
and far less easy south approach to the port, and has proved 
rather a snare to mariners. Several attempts to pass to the east 
of it have resulted in vessels running aground. Indeed, in the 
month of January, 1895, a Greek sailing ship which ran on to 
the rocks near its disused old lighthouse (Vegliaia), which forms 
the east end of the breakwater, became-a total wreck, fortunately 
without loss of life. Mariners must be careful to guard against 
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‘a curious optical delusion. Approached from the south the 
breakwater seems to be connected at its west point with the 
south end ‘of the New Mole, and the only entrance to the port 
appears fo be'that to the east of the breakwater, a passage which, 
as a matter of fact, should not be attempted. 

The breakwater exposed broadside to the full fury of the 
south-west gales, from which it was designed to protect the outer 
harbour, has been unable to withstand the phenomenally severe 
storms of the winter, and has sustained heavy damage, large gaps 
being visible in several parts of the structure. About midnight 
on March 26, 1895, the light-buoy marking the west end of the 
breakwater was carried away ina heavy storm; and this huge 
sea-wall, 1,575 feet in length, remained all night without a light. 
It is now proposed to substitute a small iron lighthouse for the 
buoy. 

‘A scheme is on foot to secure by dredging a highly important 
new channel at the northern entrance to the port, having a mean 
depth of 8 metres, This will ensure a safe and _ satisfactory 
northern approach, and the fact that the channel will be almost 
the width of the space between the light on the Diga Rettilinea 
and the light on the nortiiern end of the New Mole, will make its 
whereabouts easily discoverable at night time. The Italian 
Government are granting 1,000,000 lire for this work, and for 
the operations connected with the removal of the rocks in the 
outer harbour. In view of this grant, it is not now likely that 
the Mandraccio scheme will be carried out, and certainly the 
improvement in contemplation is far the more practical and 
urgent of the two. ; 

Mariners are warned that it is proposed within the next few 
months to change the colours of the four principal lights of the 
port of Leghorn,—(No. 1550, Foreign Office, Annual Series.) 


DECADENCE OF British TRADE THROUGH TRIESTE. 


A despatch, dated June 4 last, has been received at the Foreign 
‘Office from Mr. J. G. Haggard, Her Maiesty’s Consul at Trieste, 
with reference to the decline of British trade through Trieste, in 
which he reports that, in consequence of the very numerous 
applications from tradesmen and merchants in England for 
assistance in trade matters, and the consequent enquiries made 
by the Consulate, it has recently been prominently drawn to his 
attention how trade with England through Trieste is waning in 
many different directions through the high duties, and since the 
abolition of the free port. uch a commodity as coal must 
always hold its own, because the same quality does not exist in 
Austria and cannot be obtained except from England, but trade 
in almost everything else is falling off, and in many cases is quite 
extinct, through increasing home production favoured by high 
duties on imports, and through the direct importation in Austrian 
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bottoms (as in the case of coffee), which until recently took 
place through ports in Great Britain. <n 
“To epeify one or two instances of the above, since the year 
1820 there has been a firm in Trieste that has exclusively dealt 
in English manufactures of almost every description, except, 
perhaps, heavy goods, such as coal, metals, and machinery’; but 
now, after 75 years in this miscellaneous business, it is about to 
close its: doors, the manager stating that, although the English 
oods are infinitely superior, they can no longer compete: in the 
face of the severity of the various dues. The closing of the 
free port was the last straw, which he considers it is useless to 
further struggle against, for he has done less and less business 
daily since. 

Again, in consequence of enquiries from an engineering firm 
in Scotland respecting the introduction of its goods, in which 
shipbuilders, boiler-makers, engineers, &c., are likely to have an 
interest, it appears that there is now no opening whatsoever in 
that direction in consequence of the high duties. Information 
on the subject was specially solicited from almost all the houses 
in Trieste likely to be interested in such manufactures, but in 
every case the same answer was given, that importation would 
not pay. : 

Another important branch, too, of British trade that has now 
become extinct is the importation of cement; in fact, export of 
the:Austrian article has already commenced to British territory ; 
but: details seem unnecessary ; there is generally a. less demand 
through Trieste for English goods of almost all kinds, chiefly, 
perhaps, through increased home production protected by-heavy 
tariffs and dues. 


Britiso Interests 1N TuRKEY. 

A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. W. H. Wrench, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General at 
Constantinople, enclosing copy of memorandum which it is pro- 
posed to forward to all commercial firms in England who are or 
wish to be in business relations with Constantinople. 

The memorandum referred to is as follows :— 


Advice to British Merchants and Manufacturers trading with the 
Levant. 


1. Avoid entering into direct relations with local houses. With 
a few rare exceptions such relations, especially with natives, are 
dangerous. Employ a European agent, living on the spot, and 
acquainted with the ways of the country. 
_ 2. The choice of an agent is most important. It is preferable 
to employ a British subject, who is under the jurisdiction of the 
British Consular Court. 

N.B.—There are many naturalised British subjects (Armenians 
and Greeks) who in Turkey lose their British nationality, and can 
only be sued in an- Ottoman court of law. 
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3. The agent should be instructed to receive all his orders in 
writing, fully detailed, and signed by the person giving the order. 

4. Merchants and manufacturers should take care to conform, 
in the minutest particular, to the terms of the order thus given. 

5. Invoice and bill of lading should be sent to the agent, to 
receive, against these documents, either cash or an acceptance 
signed over a Turkish stamp. 

6. Never allow an account current to be opened with a native 
customer. 

7. Ifa bill has to be drawn on a native firm, make it payable 
to the order of a bank. Many natives will try to maintain their 
credit with a bank, but will not hesitate to let any private 
individual wait for his money. 

8. In cases of non-payment use threats, apply for assistance to 
the British Consul, employ a lawyer, take any means to put 
pressure upon the debtor, but avoid as much as possible having 
recourse to courts of law. It pays better to make a bad com- 
position than to carry a good case into the law courts. 

9. References to houses in England, in fact, all references, 
except to a local bank, should be subjected to careful inquiry from: 
independent local sources. 

10. Merchandise should never be left in the Ottoman custom- 
house pending a dispute, as the expense of storage is accumulative,. 
and rapidly eats up the value of the goods. 

11. Be careful not to select, for goods intended for the Turkish 
market, trade marks or labels which can by any possibility wound 
Mussulman susceptibilities or be supposed to have any political 
significance. Such marks cause great difficulties with the Ottoman 
Custom-house. 

Consulate-General, Constantinople, 

April 1895, 


Mrintne Law Rovumanlia. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from Sir 
G. H. Wyndham, Her Majesty’s Minister at Bucharest, enclosing 
translations in French of the Mining Law of Roumania which 
was passed by the Legislative Chambers during the sessions 
recently closed. The most interesting article in this law is 
Article 4, as it accords the right to everyone, whether Roumanian 
or foreigner, to search for minerals without any other formality 
than an authority from the Ministry of Domains. The “ Moniteur 
Officiel” of the 22nd April last publishes certain regulations 
respecting the application of this law ; a translation of these 
regulations, and of the law itself, can be seen at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, between 
the hours of 11 and 6. 
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AMERICAN CoTTon Crop. 


A communication, dated June 20th, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Consul at Charleston, 
enclosing report on present cotton crop conditions. 

The information given is obtained from recently published 
reports on the subject made up to June 10th. 

Cultivation of the staple has not been as thorough as it was a 
year ago. The crop is a late one almost everywhere, although 
the States showing the least promise at this time are the two 
Carolinas and Georgia. Taken as a whole, the condition of the 
plant is not quite as satisfactory as it was during the early part of 
June a year ago, but the final outcome still depends on future 
developments as to weather, &c. 

In regard to the cotton acreage planted in South Carolina, it is 
cagndial there has been a total reduction of about 10 per cent. 
compared with last season, although there was an increased 
acreage in some plantations in the western part of the State. 
During the last week in May there was a decided improvement 
in the weather, and the crop is now considered to be doing as 
well as could be. 


OPENING OF THE HARLEM RIVER SHIP CANAL. 


A communication has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. Perey Sanderson, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at New 
York, in which he reports that the Harlem River Ship Canal was 
opened on the 17th June last. It is a cutting which connects 
Long Island Sound with the Hudson River, and if has been 
under consideration and in progress since 1873, 

It should be mentioned that at present the depth of the channel 
has only reached 10 ft. out of the 18 ft. contemplated. 

The bridges across the channel are constructed so as to open, 


as they are not sufficiently high to admit of ves:els passing under 
them. 


THE TRADE OF PHILADELPHIA. 


The following account of the condition of trade in the consular 
district of Philadelphia is taken from a report to the Foreign 
Office by Captain R. C. Clipperton, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Philadelphia, dated the 8th July :— 

Reports from all parts have been received during the past 
month of the revival of industries and the restoration of the rates 
of wages. The improvement in business is looked upon as a 
strong argument against the free coinage heresy, more especiall 
as cereals are bringing higher prices. It is thought that trade 
and agriculture will experience a marked improvement, and 
consequently the free silver tide will recede as financial 
education progresses. 

Iron and Steel.—The iron and steel industries are again 
gettiug into a prosperous condition, and this is effective not 


70 EXTRACTS FROM DIFLUMATIC, ETC. REPORTS. [July 1895. 


only in enhancing the values of securities based upon iron and steel 
manufacturing plants, but likewise in furnishing large additional 
ane of traffic to railways, especially in Pennsylvania and 

io. 

Building Trades.—The building trades are improving, thereby 
quickening the demand for lumber and other building materials. | 

Good crops appear to be assured. If winter wheat was really 
damaged by late frosts it will be largely made up by the increase 
in the spring wheat crop. There is a belief that the wheat crop 
will yield 400,000,600 to. 430,000,000 of bushels, while the corn’ 
(maize) crop promises,to be the greatest ever grown in America. 
Thefruit crops are also thought to be good. ... 1, 

The railway returns of earnings, show an increase week by 
week, and with the summer excursion season coming on, and the 
increased demand for food supplies, doubtless the better condition 
of.railway earnings will go on improving, while the good crops: 
expected in the autumn will further enlarge the traffic. 

Wages generally have been. increased by the employers. of 
labour, therefore very little is heard of misunderstandings or 
strikes among the working ciasses. 

Coal Trade.—The coal trade only is dull. The output of coal 
continues largely in excess of the market requirements. Prices at 
competitive markets continue to go lower and lower, and it is stated 
that not one of the mines operated by individuals or unincorporated 
companies are getting back the amount spent in production. A 


British Macuinery BRAZIL. 
|. In a report to the Foreign Office, dated March 29th last, Mr. 
Arthur L. G. Williams, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Pernambuco, 
notes a want of enterprise during the last five years on the part of 
British manufacturers of machinery in to cane mills and 
sugar manufacture. Not only have the French been much more 
active, but they are more au fait with modern improvements, 
they are always well represented, and are on the spot. English 
firms established here have imported machinery, it is true, but not 
so much as French manufacturers of machinery have sent out of 
late years, and erected for the planters themselves. This is 
where British enterprise is raming: the chief cause is believed to 
be the guestion of credit. The British manufacturer. appears to 
have no other terms than the following:—One-third of the cost 
to be paid in cash on giving the order, one-third on shipment, and 
the balance at 90 days after shipment. a frequently a satis- 
factory reference is demanded as well. The French manufacturer 
gives much longer credit and facilitates in every way the sale of 
Ge goods. He will advance on mortgage of the machinery till 
the first or even the second crop is taken off; he will himself put 
up the machinery, and generally speaking this is a wise precau- 
tion to take, not only for the credit of the manufacturer, but also 
for the security of payment. The British seller of machinery is 
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indifferent whether his plant is satisfactory or not, having received 
payment before it can, by any possibility, be tried, and in this way 
the:French are ousting us out. ; 

Out of 41 central sugar factories and usines now working or 
being finished, only 8 are of British origin, while the French have 
12 and the Germans 2, ia the last five years. 

Great discredit fell on English machinery by the importation 
in 1884-85 of four complete plants of old-fashioned machinery 
that had been lying in Egypt for years, and then sold to an 
English company formed in London to erect sugar factories in 
this State. But there is no doubt that English machinery, if 
bought from the best firms, is better than French ; it lasts longer, 
is not so frequently out of order, is more solid, but is not so 
“pretty.” The copper and brass work ie not seamped, and the 
planter is generally best served with English machinery for mills. 
and sugar manufacture. 

For distilling, the German or French machinery; and not 
is used. 

he British manufacturer of machinery has an advantage over 

his continental rival in difference between the rates of freight ° 
ruling between Havre and Brazil, and Liverpool and Brazil. The 
British shipowner will contract to take a plant for from 25s. to 
35s. per ton according to weight of heavy pieces, whereas the 
French company charge on an average 100 fr. per ton. 

More financial facilities on the part of the British makers, | 
together with more enterprise, will afford them a large field in 
the near future. 

In the cotton mill, however, the English machinery is abso- 
lutely universal in this and the neighbouring States. (No. 1547, 
Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


ConTRACT FOR THE Port Stup1es or MONTEVIDEO. 

A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from Mr 
Walter Baring, Her Majesty’s Minister Resident and Consul- 
General at Montevideo, enclosing the following extract from the 
“ Montevideo Times,” giving a summary of the contract signed 
by the Uruguayan Government with Messrs. Luther and Co., a 
German house for carrying out the Port Studies of Montevideo. 

_“ We condense below the general bases of the Contract for the 
port studies of Montevideo, entered into by the Government with 
the German house of G. Luther and Co. :— 

Base 1.—The definite study of the plan of the Port .of. 
Montevideo shall comprise the following works ; (a) topo- 
graphic plan; (2) applied meteorology ; (c) physico-chemical and 
organic studies of the waters, in motion, at rest, and comparative. 
with relation to place and time and the determining causes of the 
variations ; (d) essays of hydraulic building materials and the 
action of the waters on the same; (e) hygiene applied to the 
sanification of the port and city ; (f) commercial—and statistical . 
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studies ; (g) examination of the bottoms ; (h) applied geology—the 
geological investigations necessary for the study of the port; (*) 
study of the movement of the waters in the bay and surroundings ; 
(j) studies of the action of the water on the coasts and bottom of 
the bay and surroundings—past, present, and future ; (k) cabinet 
works (diagrams, pictures, plans, reports, &c.); (J) plans and 
complete description of the definite scheme. 


2. Works a to f are to be carried out by the State offices, on 


their own account, under direct superintendence of the Technical 
Commission of the Port Studies. But, should the State staff and 
instruments prove insufficient, Luther and Co. shall contribute up 
to 10,000 dols. towards the staffand up to 5,000 dols. for apparatus 
and instruments. 

3. Works g to 7 shall be exclusively undertaken by Luther 
and Co., who must provide all the staff, apparatus, &c., to carry 
out the works as established below. 

4. The examination of the bottoms shall comprise three distinct 
operations ; (a) deep-sea soundings; (6) borings; and (c) dredg- 
ings. Luther and Co. must make the number of deep-sea sound- 
ings indicated by the Committee, also the borings, the latter not 
to exceed 1,000, and must dredge a canal 400 metres long by 200 
metres broad, with a depth of 10 metres in loose matter, such as 
mud or sand, but not rocks measured at ordinary low tide. The 
Commission shall decide the locality of the soundings, borings, and 
dredgings, and shall collect, classify, and preserve the samples of 
materials extracted. 

5. The study of the movements of the sea shall comprise waves, 
tides, and currents. These observations shall be fixed by the 
Commission. Luther and Co. are obliged to destroy any sub- 
merged hulks that interfere with the study of the currents. 

6. Luther and Co. must provide and maintain on their account 
the floating material necessary for these tasks, and a steamer 
capable of facing violent weather and with accommodation for 
such staff as the Commission may appoint. 

7. The compilation of all the data and elements necessary for 
the definite study of the port scheme shall be on account of 
Luther and Co., who shall lire the necessary offices near the 
Commission, and the statf necessary to keep up to date the tran- 
scription and record of the works done by them and by the State 
officials. These results shall be represented in plans, diagrams, 
reports, &c., as ordered by the Commission, and finally, there shall 
be prepared a complete technical and descriptive chart of the bay 
from the Punta del Descanso to the bar of the River Santa 
Lucia. 

8. With the information thus compiled, Luther and Co., as 
soon as the stite of the work permits, shall draw up an ante- 
scheme for the port works, to be submitted for approval to the 
Commission. If this be approved, they shall then draw up the 
definite scheme. If not approved, the foreign engineers complet- 
ing the Commission shall draw up a new ante-scheme, also subject 
to approval of the Commission. ce the ante-scheme is approved, 


. 
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Luther and Co. shall carry out, under direction of the designers, 
ali the necessary works for the definite scheme. All the plans, 
estimates, &c., as established by the Committee, are to be to 
account of Luther and Co. 

9. Luther and Co. shall admit in the works, without remunera- 
tion, the engineering students named by Government or the 
Committee, subject to immediate dismissal for unsatisfactory 
conduct, 


10. The studies shall commence 45 days after signing the 
contract, and shall be concluded in the first semester of 1896. 

11. The fees of the foreign engineers completing the Commis- 
sion shall be paid by the Government on account of Luther and 
Co. One of these engineers shall be appointed by the executive 
on commencing the studies, and the other when deemed 
opportune. 

12. The total and sole amount of the remuneration to be paid 
by the Government to Luther and Co. for all the works herein 
specified, and including the fees of the foreign engineers, shall be 
110,000 dole. 

13. If Luther and Co. obtain in public competition by tender 
the construction of the port works, in conformity with Art. 2 of 
the Port Law, the above sum shall be included in the cost of the 
works, 

14. If Luther and Co. do not obtain this construction, they 
shall receive the sum of 110,006 dols. gold, less the deductions 
provided for above. 

15. In the latter case, the balance due to Luther and Co. shall 
be paid by the Government in gold, seven days after the definite 
adjudication of the port works to any other firm. 

16. In case of doubts as to the interpretation of this contract, 
any disputes shall be settled by arbiters named one by each party 
and the third by the other two, the majority to decide.” 


or Carian NITRATE FYELDs. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated May 21st last, 
Mr. Joseph W. Warburton, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Valparaiso, states that the nitrate grounds and works belonging 
to the Chilian Government were offered for sale on the 15th May 
last, but only three were disposed of, for a total amount of 
108,092/, 

The nitrate trade has been much depressed, owing to the 
opening of new works and the over-production of nitrate, and 
some of the smaller works have been closed. 

It is not the present intention of the Government to offer 
again for sale any of those lots which remain unsold. 
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XVI—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


Srtx AssocraTION OF GREAT BriTAIN AND IRELAND. 


The Report has been received at the Board: of Trade from the. 
Silk Association of Great Britain and Ireland for the year ended 
April 30th, 1895, In this Report the Council of the Association 
refer to the gratifying improvement which has arisen in the 
demand for’ British-made goods, and in the way in which manu- 
facturers have been able to meet the same. There is no doubt what- ° 
evér that the eight years of persistent effort which the Association 
has’ made ‘has exercised a beneficial effect in drawing attention to, 
the merits of the British manufactures of silk and in stimulating — 
and promoting increased efficiency in the same. = teste 

Several members of the Council have been added by the’ 
Technical Instruction Committees of the Corporation of Man- 
chester and the county palatine of Lancasbire to the Silk 
Technical School Committee, and the Council feel hopeful that 
the provision for instruction in the various branches of the silk ' 
industry which is oni inaugurated in connection with the 
scheme for the technical school at Manchester, will be heartily 
supported by the various manufacturers and prove eminently | 
useful to the industry generally. 


‘Tre AstraKAN INbustRY. 


The “ Journal dela Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople ” 
says that, according to a communication of Mr, F. Canard to the 
Society of French iculturists, it would be possible to make the 
astrakan industry.in France a paying one. Mr. Canard showed 
the perfect similarity of the specimens from Persia, Russia, and 
Germany, and learned that, contrary to tradition, these skins did 
not come at all from lambs whose mothers had been killed before 
giving them birth, but were obtained by a very simple method 
which the most humble sheep farmers can put in practice, and 
which does not necessitate the prior sacrifice of the sheep. 

Mr. Canard says that the race of sheep found on the Landes, 
and in Béarn, Savoie, and Haute Savoie, are near akin to those’ 
reared in astrakan-producing countries. There is here a most 
remunerative opening for the French breeders, as it is estimated | 
that about 600,000 lambs are annually killed in these districts, ' 
whose skins fetch hardly 50 to 70 centimes each, while, if astra- 
kaniied, they would’ be worth from 2 to 5 francs according to size 
and quality. 


Tue Rousstan Rattway SysTEM IN Asia, 


It is stated in the ‘Journal de St. Pétersbourg,” under date of 
the 3/15 June 1895, that the work of construction of a rail- 
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way uniting the important town of Taschkent with the Bokhara- 
Samarcand section of the Transcaspian railroad will be commenced 
during the current month. | It is expected that the navigation of 
the Caspian ‘Sea will receive a considerable impetus therefrom 
owing to the quantity of rails and other railroad material which 
will have to be transported to the eastern shores. La 


‘ConsUMPTION OF PiG-IRoN IN GERMANY. 


‘The New York “Engineering and Mining Journal” for May 
15th last, says that the consumption of pig-ironin Germany during 
the year 1894, was, according to “ Stahl und Eisen,” as follows :— 

Production of German furnaces for the year, 5,382,171 metric 
tons; imports, 349,161 tons; total, 5,731,332 tons. The’ total’ 
exports, either as pig-iron or in finished form, were equivalent 
to 2,008,758 tons; deducting which leaves 3,722,574 tons as the 
home consumption, This was equivalent to 73 kilogs. per head, 

ainst 72°5 kilogs. in 1893. The production of pig-iron was 105°5 
kilogs. per head, against 98°7 kilogs. in 1893. The increased use of 
iron is shown by the statement that the ayerage quantity used. 
was 25°2 kilogs. per head in 1861, while the production was 21-8 
kilogs. In 1880 the consumption had risen to 39°3 kilogs. per head 
and the production to 61:2 kilogs., while in 1888 the consumption 
was 66°6 kilogs. and the production 90 kilogs. per head. . 


Trea TRADE oF GERMANY AND Russia. 


,, According to a recent statement prepared by the Board of 
Trade, the total imports of tea in Germany (including transit 
trade) for the year 1893, amounted to 5,854,000 kilogs.,*. of which 
2,499,800 came from China, 2,701,600 from the United Kingdom, 
250,100 from Holland, 212,700 from the British East Indies, 
165,500 from the Dutch East Indies, and 94,300 from other 
countries. _ 2,675,900 kilogs. were imported for home consumption) 
of which 1,471,700 came from China, 571,700 from the United 
Kingdom, 189,400 from Holland, 192,200 from the British East 
Indies, 218,800 from the Dutch East Indies, and 32,100 from 
other countries. With regard tothe amount of tea exported from 
Germany in 1893, 2,170,800 kilogs. were sent to Russia, 247,400 
kilogs. to Austria-Hungary, and 374,100 to other countries—a total 
export trade of 2,792,300 kilogs, i 

, With regard to imports of tea into Russia in the year 1893, 
840,509 poudst were imported into Russia by the European 
frontier, of which 636,900 pouds came from China, 197,248 from 
the United Kingdom, 6,061 from Germany, and 210 from other 
countries ; while in the same year 1,376,409 pouds were imported 
by the Asiatic frontier, of which 1,242,217 by way of the Irkutsk 
Gustom-house, 


* Kilog, = 2°204 Ibs. ~ t Poud = 36 lbs, 


| 

} 
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Tue FrRENcH SuGar TRADE IN 1894. 


The “ Journal Officiel” of the 14th June last publishes detailed 
statements of the amount of sugar imported into and exported 
from France in the year 1894. from these it would appear that, 
according to the Customs declarations, 161,263,000 kilogs. were 
exported, or 153,443,000 kilogs. expressed in refined sugar. 

During the same period 179,648,000 kilogs. were imported, of 
which 119,322,000 came from the French colonies; 59,330,000 
were cane, 434,000 beetroot, and 562,000 “ vergeoises ” or bastard 
sugar. Of the foreign sugar, the Dutch Indies and Egypt together 
furnish by far the largest amount (over 56,000,000 kilogs.), and 
England supplies two-thirds of the beetroot and four-fifths of the 
vergeoises imported. 


ITALIAN Sink TRADE IN 1894. 


Official figures have recently been published relating to the 
Italian silk trade in 1894, and based on values recently established 
by the Customs Values Commnission. yg, the unity of 
value is much lower than it was in 1893, the “ Moniteur Officiel 
du Commerce” notes that the export trade, especially in tissues, 
has increased, while the imports continue to diminish. 

The value of the importation of the different articles classed in 
the tariff under the general heading of siik (that is, silkworms’ 
eggs, cocoons, silk raw and dyed, yarns and waste silk and tissues, 
and other manufactured articles) amounted to 105,304,000 lire in 
1894, as against 119,128,000 in 1893, or a decrease of 13,824,000 
lire. This decrease was in all kinds of silk, but more especially 
_in silk raw and dyed, and yarns. The value of the export trade 
in the same articles reached 319,622,000 lire in 1894, as against 
307,667,000 lire in 1893; that is, an increase of 11,954,000 hire. 
Two-thirds of this increase is in raw silk and one-third in tissues. 
On the other hand, the export of eggs and cocoons have 
diminished by more than one-half. 


PETROLEUM IN GALICIA. 


The Austrian Minister of Finance, according to “ Le Monde 
Economique ” reports that during late years the production of 
petroleum in Galicia has increased Ly 600,000 quintals yearly, 
while the importation of Russian petroleum into the dual state 
has diminished by 400,000 quintals, and that of the United States 
has been reduced to 80,000. The excise on petroleum has 
increased by two millions of florins yearly. A company formed 
at Fiume is engaged in active prospecting for petroleum in the 
Carpathians, and also in Croatia, where enormously rich springs 
are found. 
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aND Propuction THE UNirep SraTeEs. 


The “Iron Age” for 30th May last quotes extracts from the 
complete official figures of the production of gold and silver in 
the United States for the calendar year 1894, which have just 
been made public by the Director of the Mint, at Washington. 
These figures place the value of gold roduced throughout the 
world at about 172,000,000 dols., as against 155,521 000 dols. in 
1893. The silver production of the world is placed at 195,000, 000 
dols., at coining value, as against 208,371,000 dols. in 1893. The 
value of the gold produced in the United States last year was 
39,500,000 dols., as against 35,955,000 dols, in 1893. The output 
of silver in the United States ‘is valued at 65,969,926. dols., 
against 77,575,700 dols, in 1893. The figures of gold production 
in the United States have been considerably reduced by the 
Director from the reports originally given by the agents of the 
Mint Bureau, as the amount of gold “consumed in refineries, at 
the mints, and for artistic purposes did not substantiate the 
estimates of the agents. The verified production and use of gold 
in fine ounces in the United States is shown in the following 
table :— 


Fine Ounces. 

Domestic product in fine gold bars eperet by 
private refineries - - 1,198,025 

Unrefined gold of domestic production deposited at 
mints and assay offices - 703,739 
Domestic gold ores exported for a . 7,232 
Total - - - 1,908,996. 

Disposition. 


Bullion of domestic at mints 


and assay offices - 1,983,336 
Bullion of domestic production (other chen United 
States Mint or Assay office me exported from 
the United States - - - 7,909 
Domestic gold ores exported - ~ - 7,232 
Bullion of domestic production reported by private 
refinerics in the United States as having been 
made into bars for manufacture and jewellers 42,420 
Total - - - 2,040,897 
Deduct foreign bullion reported by private 
refineries in the United States as contained 
u their product of fine gold bars deposited at 
mints and assay offices and there classified as 
domestic production - - 129,086 


Net total - - 1,911,811 


| 
i 
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In the table of gold production by States, California leads with 
an output of 656,468 ounces, valued at 13,570,397 dols., Colorado 
“coming next with a total output of 459,152’ ounces, valued at 
9,491,514 dols. Montana takes third place with production of 
"176,637 ouncés, of the value of 3,651,410 dols.; while South Dakota 
“is fourth’ ih production with 159,594 ounces, of 3,299,100 dols. in 
‘value.’ The other States in order ‘of production are Idaho, 
“Arizona, Oregon, Nevada, Alaska, Utah, and New Mexico. 
_ According to the director's repori, while the United States 
shows an increase of only about 3,500,000 dols. in the value of gold 
output, the other countries of the world have been making more 
‘rapid gains, the entire gold product exhibiting an increase last 
“year of about 17,000,000 dols. over that of 1893. Australia is 
‘eredited with a production of 41,000,000 dols., as against 
35,688,600 dols. in 1893. South Africa’s total production is 
‘given 38,950,000 dols. against 29,305,800 dols. in 1893 
ae ER, a slight gain, and although the official return for 
Russia has not yet been received, it is believed that she also will 
show a material increase for 1894 over the previous year. 

The production of silver by States, as published by.. the 
Director of the Mint, is shown in the following table, in cunces 
and in the coining value. The revised figures here given show 

conly:a slight difference from the total production reported by the 
the agents :— 


Fine Ounces. Coining Value. 
Dols. 

California : 717,368 927,506 
Colorado - 23,281,399 30,101,203 
Georgia 325 420 
Idaho 3,288,548 4,251,860 

« Michigan - - - | 35,122 45,410 
Montana - 12,820,081 16,575,458 
- 4 1,035,151 1,338,377 
New Mexico - “ 632,183 817,368 
North Carolina - - - 352 455 

Oregon - - 26,171 33,837 
“South Carolina - ‘- - 305 394 

~ South Dakota - ~ 58,973 76,248 
.. - 429,314 555,073 
Washington - 113,160 146,308 
Other States 182 235 
Total - 49,500,000 64,000,000 
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Unttep States Iron AND Sree Sraristics ror 1894. 


. The “Iron Age,” in its issue of May 16th last, publishes the 
following data from the forthcoming volumes of the American 
Iron and Steel Association as given in the “ Bulletin’? :;— 
The production of pig-iron in the United States in 1894 was 
_6,657,388 gross tons, against 7,124,502 tons in 1893, a decrease 
of 467,114 tons... The production of pig-iron in the first half of 
1894. was 2,717,983 tons, and in the last half of 1894 it was 
3,939,405 tons. Of the total production in 1894 only 222)422 
tons were made with charcoal and only 120,075 tons were made 
with anthracite alone. Of the total production, 3,808,567 tons, 
or over 57 per cent., were of Bessemer quality. In 1893 the 
Bessemer pig-iron produced was about 50 per cent. of the total 
production. The imports of pig-iron in 1894 amounted to 15,582 
gross tons, which was the smallest annual importation of which 
we have any record. The largest annual production of pig-iron 
in the United States was in 1890, when it amounted to 9,202,703 
gross tons. In 1892 the next largest production was attained, 
namely, 9,157,000 tons. ‘ 

The production of Bessemer steel ingots in the United States 
in 1894 was 3,571,313 gross tons, against 3,215,686 tons in 1893, 
an increase of 355,627 tons. Of the total production in 1894 
1,664,954 tons were produced in the first half of the year and 
1,906,359 tons in the second half. The largest production of 
Bessemer steel ingots yet attained in this country was in 1892, 
when 4,168,435 tons were made. 

The production of open-hearth steel ingots and direct castings 
in the United States in 1894 was 784,936 gross tons, against 
737,890 tons in 1893, an increase of 47,046 tons. 

The production of crucible steel ingots in the United States in 
1894 was 51,702 gross tons, against 63,613 tons in 1893, a 
decrease of 11,911 tons. As far back as 1881 the production was 
80,145 tons, and as laie as 1892 it amounted to 84,709 tons, which 
was the maximum production. 

The production of all kinds of rails in the United States in 
1894 was 1,021,772 gross tons, against 1,136,458 tons in 1893, a 
decrease of 114,686 tons. Included in the above total of rails 
produced in 1894 were 157,457 tons of street and electric rails, 
against a similar production in 1893 of 133,423 tons, showing an 
increase in 1894 of 24,034 tons. The production of all kinds of 
rails in the United States reached its maximum in 1887, when 
2,139,640 gross tons were made. In 1894 the total production 
was 1,021,772 gross tons, or less than one-half the production of 
1887. ‘The production in 1894 was the smallest since 1885 a 
year of depression, when 976,978 gross tons were made. 

The production of iron and steel structural shapes in the United 
States in 1894, not including plate girders, was 505,901 gross 
tons, against 387,307 tons in 1893 and 453,957 tons in 1892, 

‘(The production of plate and sheet iron and steel in the United 
, States.in 1894, excluding nail plate and also excluding skelp iro 
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and steel, amounted to 682,900 gross tons, against 674,345 tons 
in 1893 and 751,460 tons in 1892. 

The production of wire rods in the United States in 1894 was 
673,402 gross tons, against 537,272 tons in 1893 and 627,829 
tons in 1892. 

The production of wire nails in the United States in 1894 was 
5,681,801 kegs of 100 pounds, against 5,095,945 kegs in 1893— 
an increase of 585,856 kegs. The production of cut nails and cat 
spikes in 1894 was 2,425,060 kegs, against 3,048,933 kegs in 
1893—a decrease of 623 873 kegs. 


Exports oF Hipres anp LEATHER TO THE UNITED 
STATES. 


A statement has been received at the Board of Trade from 
Her Majesty’s Customs, from which it appears that the quantity 
of hides exported from the United Kingdom to the United States 
during the month of May 1895 was 72,236 ewts., of a value of 
124,324/. During the same period, 2,437,076 lbs. of leather, of a 
value of 148,139/., were exported to the United States from the 
United Kingdom. 


OsTRICH-FARMING IN Ea@ypt. 


The French Consul at Cairo, M. Pierre Girard, reports that a 
French company was started in the year 1888 for the purpose of 
ostrich-farming in Egypt. A suitable site for the farm was found at 
Matarieh, not far from Cairo. In the above-mentioned year the 
company possessed 100 full-grown ostriches; at the present time 
it possesses 700 full-grown birds and 520 young birds of between 
one and two years old, as well as an additional 600 fledgelings. 
The 700 full-grown birds are estimated this year to yield 
1,600 Ibs. weight of feathers, and it is hoped next year to raise 
this amount still further to from 2,800 up to 3,000 lbs. yield. 
Artificial incubation as well as artificial rearing was at first tried 
by the company, but both were found to be failures, and now all 
is left to the natural instincts of the birds themselves, and that 
with the most beneficial results as far as the success of the 
company is concerned. The French Consul adds that the surplus 
birds belonging to the company might well be used to revive in 
Algeria the breeding of the ostrich, which since the year 1891 
has entirely ceased in the great French colony. 


Cocoa In CoLoMBIA. 


The “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce,” in its issue of 6th June 
last, quotes the French Minister in Colombia on the subject of the 
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cocoa production of the country. According to this information 
the cocoa tree is much cultivated in Colombia, especially in the 
departments of Tolima, Santander, Cauca, Cundinamarca, and in 
the valley of the Magdalena. Almost all the cocoa produced is for 
home consumption, It is therefore impossible to know exactly 
the amount of annual production, and the Government have no 
figures on the subject. The only results obtainable are the total 
quantities and value exported in the years 1891 and 1892, four- 
tifths of which went to the United States. 

In 1891, 418,151 kilogs., of a value of 283,464 piastres, were 
exported ; in 1893 the amount reached 547,017 kilogs., valued at 
335,787 piastres. The figures for 1893 are not yet to hand. 


Tue Nicaraaua CANAL. 


The “South American Journal” say that, according to 
the latest survey, the cost of constructing the Nicaragua 
Canal will be 50,000,000 dols., and the time of construction 
six years. According to the plans the summit level of 
the canal will be 110 feet above mean sea-level, and will be 
reached at each extremity by three locks, each 650 ft. long and 
65 ft. wide. An artificial lake and repairing basin for ships in 
transit will be created by means of a dam across the San Juan 
River and an embankment across the San Carlos, near their 
junction, and from the last lock to Greytown on the east and 
Brito on the west the canal will be enlarged, thus forming an 
extension of the harbours where vessels can pass each other 
without detention. The length from Greytown to Brito is 
169°08 miles. The most serious engineering difficulties will be 
in the great divide cut across the San Francisco range through a 
three-mile stretch of rock with an average depth of 120 feet, and 
the restoration of the Greytown Harbour, long ago destroyed by 
the deposit of silt from the San Juan. The International 
Company was incorporated in San Francisco in May 1893, to aid 
in the construction of the canal from Brito to Lake Nicaragua, 
the Pacific end of it. 


Tue TRADE oF La Pata. 


The port of La Plata, according to M. Mérard, French Consul 
there, is, the “ South American Journal” declares, simply a branch 
of the port of Buenos Ayres, and it is the merchants of this last town 
who receive or send away the merchandise which comes to this 

rt or departs from it. The vessels entering the port of La 

lata are generally despatched from Europe to Bietioe Ayres, and 


they moor in the port of La Plata only because they fin« facilities 
and a depth of channel of entry there which does not cxist in that 
87760. 


| 
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of Buenos Ayres... Thus..the, Compagnie des Messageries Mari- 
times find:it better to make their mail.service from Bordeaux to. 
Buenos Ayres, vid; the) port of La;Plata. It is the same with the 
English,.and.,Jtalian. mail steamers. In reality: there is not at 
La Plata.any importing or exporting firm which merits the name. 
Almost, the entire merchandise. disembarked at La Plata is imme- 
diately. conveyed in. closed,.carts' to Buenos Ayres, where it is 
taken to:the Customs depéts... However, the Custom-house at. La 
Plata directly received, during-1893, imports to the value of more 
than. 5,000,000 piastres, made. up principally by foreign coal 
destined .for, the: fueling -of vessels .calling in atthe port and by 
material for the railway... The.surplus of the Custom-house entries. 
was almost entirely furnished by the goods found in the luggage 
of travellers who disembarked at La Plata, and amounted in 
reality to a very insignificant sum. Exports are considerable, and 
had risen to 24,000,000 piastres in 1893. They are principally 
made up by the operations of the commercial houses of Buenos 
Ayres. The imports received at the port of La Plata principally 
come from England, and the exports are mostly to that country. 
The French trade*is very small, and is principally in drugs and 
brandy. 


} 
Tap Sixx Inpustry sore. 

The “Times of India” says that a project is being formed to 
resuscitate the silk industry of Mysore, which flourished when. 
Hyder Ali and Tippoo Sahib ruled over the land. It is known 
that the State made a very large revenue out of the culture 
of the silkworm, but it is much to be regretted that it is not 
known what the actual or even approximate profits on the working 
of the industry. amounted to. Judging, however, from the results 
of the cultivation in Bengal and other parts of India, it must have. 
heen very considerable, The avarice of the governments of 
Hyder and Tippoo—and more. especially the recognised, if not 
tentatively authorised, systems of cheating and robbery carried 
on in all. branches and departments of the administration—was 
alone sufficient to stop al] development and to stifle the cultiva- 
tion. The large number of old mulberry trees scattered through- 
out many districts of the province go to show that the culture of 
the caterpillar must have been an important factor in the com- 
merce of Mysore not very much more than a century ago. The 
silk trade is still cultivated in a small way in different parts of 
the country, but the limited-and irregular production is hardly 
sufficient for local purposes ; moreover, the system, of, working. is 
of a yery primitive and inefficient kind, and productive of but poor, 
results, and it is doubtless. due.to: these causes that the industry. 
has ceased to maintain an export trade. The climate, of the, Mysore 
Province is said to be especially favourable for the propagation. 
of the silkworm, and as the mulberry tree, is an indigenous plant; 
of the country, added to the fact.that the. caterpillars thrive 
immensely without any care or attention wherever their food is 
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available,.seem to guarantee large. profits, The; mulberry) trees 
scattered about the province are the property of the State, and 
cdi no doubt be rented at a purely nominal rate. The’ scheme 
appears to be a very desirable one, and it is to be hoped that the 
romoters may succeed in resuscitating the silk industry of the 
dand establishing it upon a solid foundation. , 


iv Tuer Uncava Bay FISHERIES. 


The unknown region in Canada, north of Quebee and. south of 
Ungaya Bay, which on the map is indefinitely called North-East 
Territory, is far from being the barren land «f the general- 


imagination. According to the “Canadian Gazette,” Ungava - 
Bay is the source of a number of rivers, and Dr. Dawson, director“ 


of the Geological Survey, has informed the Dominion Department 
of Marine and Fisheries that these rivers teem with salmon and 
trout. 

-The Hudson’s Bay Company have taken advantage of this, and 
have established, salmon fisheries along the lower parts of the. 


Koksoak, Whale, and George rivers.',. The fish.are taken in) gill., 


nets, set along the shores of the rivers, generally in some spot, 
pretected from ;the full force of the current, which, owing to the 
great rise of tide—from, 25 feet.to 50 feet—is exceeding!y strong, , 


and seriously interferes,.with the, proper working of the nets... 


The: fishermen are, all Esquimaux. These fish are salted and 


exported, but ainumber. are also. caught for, consumption at the,,, 


Company’s posts... The salmon are large, firm, and of a rich colour. 
They probably average 20 lbs..in weight, while 35 Ibs, and 40 lbs.. 
are-not, exceptional weights. 


‘The:large sea trout, which abound in these northern regions are, 


not: taken for. export... They, not only, frequent the main rivers, 
but:ascend all the smaller streams. hese fish, from,all reports. 
ered: on: the ground, are much larger than the trout of the, 

t: Lawrence rivers, and average from 6 to 7 Ibs. weight, and are. 


often upwards of 10 Ibs. weight. The largest actually, weighed... 


was:14 lbs.,, and .was taken at Nakoach on the Labrador coast. 


From all inquiries. made am the Esquimaux of Ungava Bay,. 
u 


and. along the east coast of Hudson’s Bay, it would appear that. 
thé true salmon do not. enter Hudson’s Bay, as they are never. 


taken in the rivers flowing: into. the east side of the bay. The. 


Esquimanx. report. small,salmon from a stream, flowing into 


Richmond Gulf,..and also:in the -rivers, to the northward, of that 


lace, and also taken ; near. Cape, Jones at the entrance to 

ames Bay.: From:a:hasty examination) ot fish taken at, the last- , 
mentioned: place,: they, appear to be Arctic or Hearne. salmon... 
They never exceed..9 or 10 lbs. in weight, and are brighter. 
coloured than the ordinary salmon. 


> 
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GOVERNMENT New Soutu WA zEgEs. 


A memorandum has been received from the Agent-General for 
New South Wales, enclosing return of the earnings on the Colony’s 
Government railways and tramways for March 1895. From this 
it would appear that on the 3lst March 1895 there were open 
2,531 miles of railways and 61 miles of tramways as against 
2,4624 and 55 respectively on the 3lst March 1894. The 
earnings on these railways amounted to 206,004/. for the month of 
March (a total of 647,875/. for the three months ending 31st 
March), while on the tramways the amount earned was 24,715/. 
for the month (73,366/. for the three months). 

In 1894 the corresponding figures had been—Railways, 
201,379/. for March, 647,693/. three months ending March 31st ; 
tramways, 25,991. March, 72,6152 three months ending March 
31st. 


Tue Timper WEALTH OF New ZEALAND. 


The “British Australasian and ‘New Zealand Mail,” in its 
issue of May 23rd last, publishes a brief netice of the timber 
wealth of New Zealand, by Mr. James Freyberg, timber expert 
for the colony. 

In New ~ sa it appears, more than 30 million acres of forest 
land still remain in its virgin state; much of it bears about 
80,000 ft. of wood to the acre, and this wealth is untouched. 

Over one hundred varieties of wood are available, many are 
unique and the uses they can be put to are endless. For example :— 

Kauri pine is well known, but there appears to ‘be only 
sufficient to last for the next forty years. 

Rimu or red pine is a remarkably fine wood, possessing a rich 
figure, a silky grain, and is eminently adapted for furniture and 
decorative purposes ; it grows from end to end of the colony, and 
is easily worked. It has a deep red colour with dark, light, and 
yellow streaks, polishes admirably, and about 80 million feet are 
used annually in the colony, where it is employed for almost. 
every purpose. 

Matai is a singularly beautiful wood, of extraordinary strength 
and durability. It is of a rich cinnamon colour, is specially 
adapted for flooring, as the texture is silky, and the fibre so dense 
and tough that it resists wear and traffic in a manner that is 


almost incredible, This wood is plentiful in both islands. 

Totara deserves to be a species by itself; beautiful in texture, 
of a rich red colour, it is valuable as a cabinet wood, and invalu- 
able for piles for wharves, bridges, &c.; it is one of the few woods 
that resists the attacks of the teredo navalis; and the uses to 
which this fine timber can be applied are quite as numerous as 
Kauri. It is pretty generally distributed throughout both islands. 

Honeysuckle is a botanical curiosity. It grows to 100 feet 
—_ and three feet in diameter; the figure of the timber is 

ike any other, and is only compatible to lace-work and 
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tortoise-shell. It is plentiful in the north island, and is very 
incombustible. Oil or grease spoils the figure, therefore tran- 
parent polish has to be employed: 

Puriri, or New Zealand teak, is one of the strongest woods in 
the world, and can be procured in tolerably large quantities. 

Black Maire is a fine, dark, close-grained wood of great strength 
and admirably adapted for wood engraving. 

Silver pine, red beech, and many other fine woods, growing 
in large quantities on the west coast, are available for hard wood- 
paving blocks, now being very extensively laid for sanitary 
purposes. 

The foregoing are only a few of the timbers just introduced, 
and furnish a slight idea of the riches awaiting development. 

Among the valuable products of the woods are gums, resins, 
essential oils, and medicines of great potency. A few leaves of 
Koromiko stops diarrhoea and dysentery immediately ; some leaves 
are good for consumption, others for various ailments, and many 
would be prized in Europe as medicinal drugs. 

Some of the white fibrous woods are invaluable for pulp, paper- 
making, &c., and experiments are being made to develop their 
use, 


RevEnvE Returns or Cape Conony. 

A communication, dated 12th June last, has been received 
from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing 
copies of comparative statements from which it appears that the 
revenue received in the month of April last amounted to 
546,632/., showing a net increase of 33,025/. on the correspond- 
ing amount for 1894. For the 10 months, July to April 1894- 
95, it amounted to 4,446,939/., showing a net decrease of 15,284. 


on the amount for the corresponding period of 1893-94. 


REVENUE OF CYPRUS. 


It appears from returns published in the “ Cyprus Gazette” of 
the 3rd June last, that the total revenue of Cyprus for the 
financial year 1894-95 amounted to 167,093/. excluding the grant- 
in-aid of 29,0007. 

The actual expenditure during the same period was 114,756/., 
the tribute in addition amounting to 92,8002 


| 
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XVIL—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF’ COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED’ KINGDOM. 


Birmingham—A meeting ofthe council of the Birmingham 
Chamber of Commerce ‘was held ‘on the 12th June, Councillor 
The Companies Acts Amendment Committee of ‘the House of 
Commons having submitteda number of questions tothe Chamber, 
the Commercial Bills Committee had given the matter considera- 
tion, and formulated replies. —This work, the chairman observed, 
was in itself ample answer to those who asked what work the 
‘Chamber did.~— Attention was called to the telephonic system ‘in a 
‘circular sent by the Edinburgh Merchants’ Association, who 
asked the Chamber to ‘memorialise the’ Postmaster-General in 
‘favour of the State acquiring the telephones, and working them 
as a branch of the Post Office. The Association also suggested 
that underground cablés should be laid down in preference to 
‘overhead wires. It was decided, on the motion of Mr. R. P. 
Yates, seconded by Mr. Schurhoff, to petition the House of 
Commons in favour of the Government taking over the telephonic 
systems.—The. secretary read circulars.from the Manchester Ship 
Canal Company and the Manchester Chamber. of Commerce 
drawing attention to the advantage of importing produce wid 
Manchester instead of vid London. It was stated that. the 
advantage of importation to Birmingham through Manchester as 
compared with London was 8s. 7d. per ton on milk (condensed), 
“4s, 6d. on butter, 93. Id. on cheese, and so on.—Mr. Yates said 
the question was a personal one, for each importer to consider for 
‘himself.—The Central Chamber wrote asking for any information 
traders may be able to give with respect to prison-made goods.— 
A member said the brush trade of Birmingham had been extremely 
hard hit in this respect.—Mr. Goodman drew attention to an Act 
ed by New Zealand imposing an income-tax on all classes of 
traders. If they sent a traveller out to New Zealand, and he 
took an order, he had, under this Act, to prepare a pro forma 
invoice of the goods, estimate his profit, and pay income-tax. 
“Such an Act he considered most iniquitous. 


_¢ Blackburn—A meeting of the Blackburn Chamber of Com- 
merce was held on the 24th June, Mr. Henry Harrison in the 
chair. Considerable importance was attached to a communication 
from the secretary of the Associated Chambers, drawing attention 
to the action of the United States and other Governments in 
issuing special consular reports, in order to supply their traders 
with information with regard to traders in foreign countries, 
The care taken by Her Majesty’s Consuls in the preparation of 
their reports was fully recognised, and yet it was felt by the 
council of the Associated Chamber that the practical value of 
these reports would be increased if they afforded more direct and 
early suggestions and details with respect to trade questions of 
present interest. The council, therefore, wished to ask the local 
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chambers and, their members who were engaged in commerce with 
foreign countries, to state whether there’ were,’ at. the present 
time, any particular trade questions (more especially in fur- 
therance of the extension of our trade) which should be brought 
before the Foreign Office in order to obtain advice or statements 
thereon from Her Majesty’s Consuls. 

‘ Among other subjects under consideration were the following: 
—The rating of machinery ; the railway rates ; import duties ; won 
railways in West Africa. 


Bristol —A meeting of the Bristol’Chamber of ‘was 
held on the 26th June, Mr. G. H. Perrin in the chair. 

Upon the motion of the president, seconded by Mr. W. p 
Parker, it was resolved unanimously: “That, owing to the cons 
“ tinued unsatisfactory conditions existing ia Bristol with respect 
“ to the restricted limit of boundary for free delivery of mer- 
* chandise by the railway companies (notwithstanding the efforts 
“already made by this Chamber), the council is of opinion that 
“ the time has arrived when some further definite action should 
“ ‘be taken to redress the present grievances, and hereby resolvés 
* to address the several railway companies with ‘regard to’ the 
“' desired extension, as proposed in a communication made to ‘the 
“ general managers of the railway companies in November last.” 

The President moved, Mr. W. T. Parker seconded, and it was 
sesolved that, when the proper time arrivés, the following petition 
be presented to the House of Commons in the name of the 
Chamber :—“ That a Bill is now before your honourable House 
° entitled ‘ A Bill to provide for the registration of firms and” of 
« © persons carrying on business under names or ‘styles other than 
“ ‘their own. That, in the opinion of ‘your petitioners, the Bill 
* is not only desirable, but essential to the well-being of ’ the 
* trade and commerce of the country, and that the words.“and 
“ co., or a firm’s name which is not the name of the person!.or 

— carrying on the business, should only be permitted to 

used conditionally that every change in the. name or cc 
* tution of firms should be made public, as is the case i 
European countries and in America, That your. 
« humbly pray that the Bill may receive the sanction of your 
** honourable House in the present session of Parliament,” 


'Dundee.—The quarterly meeting of the Dundee’ Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 26th June, Mr. J. C. Buist, the 
president, in the chair. The president, i in moving the adoption 
of the minutes of the directors’ meetings, referred to the proposed 
textile school in Dundee. As they were aware, the late president 
Mr. Bell, initiated a movement for the raising of a guarantee 
fund of 2001.\a year for five years among the members of the 
Chamber of Commerce. He (Mr. Buist) was glad to report that 
that sum had been more than raised, and since then they’ had 
approached the Town Council with the object of obtaining from 
them a further grant of 150/.a year. In the interests of the 
community it was to be hoped their request would be agreed to, 
and that thus an opportunity might be afforded in Dundee which 
had been made use of toa large extent elsewhere. Along with 
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other members of the Chamber, he had the advantage of seeing, a 
few days ago, what had been done in this direction in Lancashire 
and Yorkshire on a very large scale, and with results that could 
only be called surprising. He supposed no one contemplated 
beginning in Dundee on more than a very modest and tentative 
fashion, if only on account of the very different trade conditions 
which prevailed in Dundee as compared with the great centres of 
the south. He fancied, however, that they all agreed that the 
experiment should, at all events, be tried, and they could only 
hope that should this school go forward it would be taken 
advantage of by those for whom it was intended to such an 
extent as to justify the steps that had been taken, and to ensure 
a satisfactory result. 

The monthly meeting of the directors of this Chamber was 
held on the 4th July, Mr. J. C. Buist, president, in the chair. A 
letter was read from the secretary of the Imperial Institute statin 
that an interesting collection of samples of jute had been receive 
from the Government of India. The fabrics, it was mentioned, 
had been prepared at different stages of the growth of the plants 
—namely, before flowering, during the flowering period, after the 
seed pods had been formed, and, finally, after these ripened. If 
any of the members of the Chamber interested in jute wished to 
inspect the samples, the secretary of the Institute would be glad 
to afford every facility for their doing so, A circular was 
submitted from the Associated Chambers, asking if at the present 
time there were any particular trade questions interesting the 
community on which Her Majesty’s Consuls abroad should be 
asked to take note either in special reports or in their annual 
report. The directors were of opinion that there was nothing 
special in this connection calling for attention. 


Leeds.—A meeting of the Leeds Chamber of Commerce was 
held on the 25th June, Mr. E. Slater in the chair. 

A letter was received from the Manchester Ship Canal Com- 
pany, enclosing copy of a communication they had forwarded to 
the Agent-General for Victoria, calling attention to a comparative 
statement showing the cost of importing various descriptions of 
goods vid London and Manchester respectively to some of the 
principal towns in the Midlands. Taking Leeds as an instance, 
there was vid Manchester a saving per ton of 24s. 4d. for milk, 
21s. 10d. for butter, 24s. 10d. for cheese, 45s. 8d. for meat, 56s. 6d. 
for poultry, 42s. 1d. for game, 20s. 1d. for fish, 30s. for eggs, and 
24s. 4d. for fruit. Pro rata savings were to be obtained to all 
districts where the produce was principally consumed. ‘The 
letter stated that the Company would be obliged if the members 
of this Chamber would give them assistance in support of their 
efforts to establish a direct trade with Manchester, and so econo- 
mise the cost of delivery to the consumers. The chairman did 
not think that, as a Chamber, they could do anything in the 
matter. Mr. Portway moved that the secretary should uscertain 
what was the saving on wool from Australia to Yorkshire vid 
Manchester. Mr. Inchbold seconded the motion, which was 


agreed to, 


| 
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A communication was read from the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce, asking local chambers, and those of their members 
engaged in trade and commerce with foreign counties, to state 
whether there were any particular trade questions, more especiall 
in furtherance of the extension of our trade, which should be 
brought before the Foreign Office, in order to obtain advice from 
Her Majesty's Consuis, either in a special report cr in the annual 
report. The chairman thought the consular reports would be 
very much improved if some attachés with a commercial know- 
ledge were appointed. The council had already given approval 
to the principle, and it would do no harm if they were to remind 
the Foreign Office that such an appointment was desirable. In 
the end, a resolution was passed requesting the Foreign Office to 
employ commercial attachés who would be able to assist the 
Consuls in furnishing their reports. 


Liverpool.—A special meeting of the Council of the Liverpool 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 8th July, Mr. Joseph 
Thorburn in the chair, According to a further report of the 
Commercial Law Committee, a request had been made on behalf 
of the new Decimal Association, that the Chamber would support 
the movement for a decimal system of weights and measures, and 
the following resolution in agreement with action taken by the 
Chamber several times before had been passed and forwarded to 
Sir Henry Roscoe, the Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee 
on Weights and Measures, viz. :—Resolved “ That this Chamber 
“ learns with great satisfaction that the Government has 
appointed a Select Committee to inquire whether any and what 
* changes in the present system of weights and measures 
* should be ewe ; and, believing that the adoption by this 
country of a decimal system of weights and measures would 
facilitate trade between this country and those countries wherein 
a decimal system is in operation, records its approval of 
** proposals for the adoption of such a system.” 

Among other subjects under discussion were the following :— 
Reduction of port charges; preferential railway rates: Companies 
Acts Amendments; Marine Insurance and Continuous Sittings 
Bill; Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire; Draw- 
back on beer ; and the Mercantile Marine Fund. 

A meeting of the committee of the African Trade section of 
the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on the 4th J uly, 
Mr. Ellis Edwards in the chair. The attention of the Forei 
Office had been drawn to the reports contained in the public 

rints on the subject of movements of the Germans in the 
Ccoslendh of the Gold Coast, and of the French in the regions 
of the Upper Niger, and within the British sphere of influence, 
as defined in recent maps. The Foreign Office, in reply to a 


question, had said that it is not possible for the British 
Government to form any trustworthy estimate of the effect on 
British commercial interests of the extension of the German and 
French colonies in the interior. It was resolved that the Forei 

Office should be written to again for information on the subject 
of the treaties recently negotiated by Captain Lugard, and to be 
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asked, especially whether any treaties had been made in the 
Lagos. hinterlands. It was held that with railway projects, in 
view for the development of the colony and British sphere 
adjacent, there should be no encroachment on the part of the 
Royal, Niger Company upon the hinterlands. | 
. Other matters under consideration comprised the following :— 
Water supply on the West African colonies; the Lagos Bar; 
delayed reports on the. West African colonies; native doctors on 
the, Gold. Coast; and Sierra Leone railway schemes, OT 


,_Manchester.— A meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Manchester Chamber of Commerce was held on the .12th June, 
Mr. J. A. Beith in the chair. . 
, Correspondence had been laid before.the General Purposes 
Committee suggesting that the, Chamber should support..the 
uisition and working by the State of the telephones of the 
United Kingdom, and that it should prepare and submit evidence 
to, the Parliamentary Committee, now sitting, against “ the 
present monopoly,” and in favour of “a. superior service at less 
cost than the present. subscription.” The Board adopted a 
recommendation of the General Purposes Committee, to the 
effect that in respect of both questions no action could be usefully 
taken by the Chamber until after the presentation of the report 
of the Parliamentary Committee, when this should be promptly 
and carefully considered. 
‘The attention of the same Committee had also been given to 
the question of taking action with a view to urging the Govern- 
ment to initiate legislation providing for the adoption of the 
metric or at least a decimal system of weights and measures. A 
resolution of the Committee was approved by the Board stating 
that “ whilst strongly convinced of the advantages of the metric 
«'Gnd the decimal system of weights and measures, the Committee 
® is of opinion that in the present condition of public business, no 
“ successful appeal can be made to Government or to Parliament 
in favour of a practical attempt to adopt either of these 


systems.” 

" Other subjects under consideration comprised—Feeder railways 
in India; Berne’s official vocabulary for European cypher 
telegrams; Factories and Workshops Amendment Bill; Steam 
Engines (Persons in Charge) Bill, and the Patents, Designs, and 
Trade Marks Act Amendment Bill. 


Middlesbrough——The Middlesbrough Chamber of Commerce 
have issued their statistics for the quarter ended 30th June last. It 
appears from the returns that the make of Cleveland pig-iron in 
the Middlesbrough district during the three months ended June 
30, compared with that during the like period of 1894 was as 
follows :—April, 109,938 tons in 1895 and 101,470 tons in 1894,; 
May, 112,790 and 111,515 tons; June, 102,495 and 106,957 
tons. Making a total for the quarter of 325,223 tons in 1895 
and 319,942 tons in 1894. The corresponding figures for the 
half-year are 642,337 tons in 1895 and 598,301 tons in 1894, 
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The approximate make of hematite, spiegel, and basic pig-iron 
in the Middlesbrough district for the quarter was 235,000 tons in 
1895 and 233,000 tons in 1894. The amounts for the half-year 
were respectively, 465,000 and 464,000 tons. 

Of the 66 furnaces in operation at the end of June, 40 were 
producing Cleveland pig-iron and 26 hematite and other kinds. 


Nottingham—A meeting of the Nottingham Chambér of 
Commerce ‘was held on the Ist July,’ Mr. J. Billycald in the 
chair. The seéretary then read a circular which had been 
submitted by: Mr. Edward W. Fithian, secretary of the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce of the United Kingdom. It went on to 
state that the attention of the executive council had been directed 
to the action taken by the Government of: the United States, and 
by other governments, by means of special consular: reports, in 
order to supply their traders with information up to date with 
regard to openings for business in foreign countries. The council 
fully recognised the care taken by Her Majesty’s Consuls in the 
preparation of their reports, yet they felt that the practical value 
ofthese reports would be much increased if they afforded more 

direct and early suggestions and details with respect to trade 
questions of present ‘interest. The council wished, therefore, to 
ask local chambers and their members who were engaged in 
commerce with foreign countries to state whether there were, 
at the present time, any particular trade questions (more especially 
in furtherance of the extension of their trade) which should be 
brought before the Foreign Office in order to obtain advice or 
statements thereon from Her Majesty's Consuls, either in a special 
report or in their next annual report; and if so; whether; in the 
opinion of their (the Nottingham) Chamber, the matter mentioned 
by the Nottingham members should, in the first instance:at léast, 
be: treated by the Foreign Office as a confidential communication 
for the benefit of their trade before it was made public. He 
would be glad to receive: their answer to the -circular.- The 
circular was referred to the Parliamentary, Trade, and Commerce 

Walsall.—A meeting of the Council of the Walsall Chamber of 

sommoroe was held on the lst July, Mr. G. J. Shaw in the 
A circular was read from the Associated Chambers stating that 
the United States and other Governments had special reports 
from: their Consuls to guide traders as to openings for trade. 
They desired, therefore, to ask those doing a foreign trade if there 
were at-present any questions abroad on which the Foreign Office 
could usefully obtain additional information from: British Consuls. 
Especially they desired to. know with regard to any opportunities 
for extensions of trade. 

Other subjects under discussion comprised: Land and Income 
Assessment in New Zealand; the Companies Act’; and the 
Commercial Education Examination. 


92 RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. [July 1895. 


XVIIL—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions for the Year 1894. 
(C—7759.) Price 3s. 10d. 

This is the annual detailed statement, showing the import, 
export, and transit trade of the United Kingdom for the past 
year. It is stated to be compiled in the Custom-house from 
documents collected by that department, and contains, in addition 
to the detailed statements relating to the year 1894, abstract 
tables for the five years 1890 to 1894, showing imports, Customs 
duties, exports, and transit in each of the above years. State- 
ments are also given showing the imports and exports to and 
from each foreign country and British possession in each year, 
together with the quantities and values of such imports and 
exports. The gold and silver coin and bullion to and from each 
country is also separately distinguished, as well as the bonded 
warehouse accounts for the year 1894, which show the quantities 
of the principal imported articles received into, delivered from, 
and remaining in warehouse. The quantities of various imported 
articles delivered for the use of the navy and army, and for stores 
of merchant ships, are also given. 


2. Annual Statement of the Navigation and Shipping of the 
United Kingdom for the Year 1894. (C.—7696.) Price 3s. 1d. 

This is the annual detailed statement issued by the Board of 
Trade. It shows the number and tonnage of vessels registered at 
each port in the United Kingdom ; the entrances and clearances 
of vessels in the foreign and colonial trade of the United 
Kingdom; the number of vessels employed in the home and 
foreign trades, and in fishing; the number and tonnage of vessels 
built at each port, &c., the information being in each case for the 
year 1894. Abstract tables are also given showing the above 
information in a comparative form and for a series of years. 


3. Statistical Tables relating to the Colonial and other Posses- 
sions of the United Kingdom. Part XX., 1888-89-90. (C.— 
7527.) Price 5s. 

This is the triennial statement of the area and population, the 
births, deaths, and marriages, the schools, justice and crime, 
revenue and expenditure, public debt, navigation, export and 
import trade, post office and savings bank accounts, wages, prices, 
&c., of all the British colonies and other possessions (with the 
exception of India) issued by the Commercial, Labour, and 
Statistical Department of the Board of Trade. 

Statistical tables are also given relating to the Mediterranean 
— of the United Kingdom, viz., Gibraltar, Malta, and 

y prus. 
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4, Sea Fisheries (England and Wales), Ninth Annual Reports 
of the Inspectors. (For 1894.) (C.—7741.) Price 1s. 3d. 


This volume contains the annual reports issued by§% the 
Fisheries Department of the Board of Trade which has been pre- 
pared by the inspectors of fisheries for England and Wales. In 
addition to the three reports of the Inspectors, the return {now 
issued contains statements relating to the annual returns and 
accounts of local fisheries committees, particulars relating to 
apprentices to the sea fishing service during the last five years, 
number of candidates for certificates under the Merchant Shipping 
(Fishing Boats) Acts, number of fishermen lost at sea, accounts 
of fish seized and condemned at Billingsgate, Shadwell, and 
Farringdon Markets, besides accounts of formal investigations 
into casualties to fishing vessels held by the Inspectors in the year 
1894. 


5. Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries (England and Wales), 
Thirty-fourth Annual Reports of the Inspectors of Fisheries 
(England and Wales). (For 1894.) (C.—17740.) Price 1s, 2d. 


This paper contains the detailed reports for the year 1894 on 
the Salmon and freshwater fisheries of England and Wales by 
Mr. Berrington and Mr. Fryer, Inspectors under the Fisheries 
Acte. Inthe Appendices which are attached to the reports are 
given in full special reports on inquiries instituted during the 
year by the Inspectors, together with annual returns from Boards 
of Conservators, abstracts of returns of licence duties, annual 
accounts of boards of conservators, returns of water bailiffs, 
prosecutions, &c., tables of limits of fishery districts, close seasons, 
rod licence duty, etc. . 


6. Board of Trade. Strikes and Lockh-outs (Labour Depart- 
ment). Report by the Chief Labour Correspondent on the Strikes 
and Lock-outs of 1£93. (C.—7566.) Price 2s, 4d. 


In presenting this, his sixth annual py te on strikes and other 
disputes between capital and labour, the Chief Labour Correspondent 
of the Board of Trade remarks that the attention nowpaid to labour 
disputes as they arise, by the “ Labour Gazette” has, while aesist- 
ing in bringing about an earlier publication of this Report, also 
tended to render haste in its preparation less necessary. This 
organ of the Department publishes from month to month the 
simpler particulars of all disputes of which information is obtained as 
they occur. It also roughly summarises the monthly details shortly 
after the end of the year to which they refer, and thus the 
elementary facts of the yearly dispute movement are placed very 
quickly in the hands of the public. A preliminary summary of 
the information so published for the year 1893, appeared in the 
«“ Labour Gazette” for March 1894, and in the abstract of Labour 
Statistics presented to Parliament, together with the annual 
Report of the Department. The details thus obtained, however, 
require considerable revision, and much supplementary information 
is needed befvre all the features of such disputes can be duly 
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ted, ,, Even in. point/of number of disputes the preliminary 
ist thus presented. inthe Labour is complete, 
and when the annual reports of the trade unions come in later 
in the year, traces ef disputes are found which have, up: to then, 
escaped the, observation of the Department and its agents. 

The particulars of, such additional disputes have then to be 
obtained, but however desirous the Department may be to push 
forward, the work, they cannot.proceed until employers of labour 
and trade unions return the:inquiry forms sent out to them. 

‘The mere tabulation of the replies sent in is not a matter 
requiring much time, but the due summarising and analysis of the 
tables, without.which the report would be comparatively. valueless, 
is a work requiring much care and patience. Under such con- 
ditions undue haste would mean incompleteness, and it is. felt 
that fulness and accuracy are of more importance in such a case; 
than an early date of publication, especially as the preliminary 
summaries already in-the:-hands of the public are» sufficient for 
current and immediate purposes. 

.The general plan of-the) volume is:.as follows:—In the first’ 
place all,the.facts of, importance in. connection with the disputes 
of year, are, divided into.,sections. and tabulated in detail. , 
Each section is. intended to, bring.out certain particulars.more or 
less closely related to.,each other, such,.as causes and objects, 
dates of, commencement,;.termination, and. modes, of settlement, 
numbers ,of persons .both directly and indirectly affected, and. also, 
duration as another,chief element of magnitude. The results of . 
the disputes, and,.the relative importance to the parties of those. 
in,,.which. they, have. been,.suecessful, or unsuccessful. are. also, 
brought out in these tables. An attempt is also.made to,show., 
from the returns made to the Department the elements of 
material. loss:..whieh: affect:.most, severely both. employers. and 
employed by reasom of these) disputes, and) also elements 
possible gain from altered-\conditions.of labowr.. Expressions 
opinion from both sides as to the best means of preventing or 
settling such disputes are :nvited by the Department,. and these 
also are duly tabulated... Now, while it is necessaryyifia complete 
record of the. disputes. of, the year.is to be kept, that all these: 
tables should be published in full, it is obvious that. in. that form . 
they. are not. immediately available for general information. 
Thus, although forming the basis of the report, they are published, 
as appendices, after haying heen. digested and summarised in such . 
a way as to,enable, the Department. to present general. results, 
and conclusions in. the briefest. possible. form. . These summaries. 
and digests are therefore, used. as. the chief, material. of this, 
preliminary report, and are subject, to such analysis therein 
may be deemed desirable... There: are ,also added. appendices 
which deal with the general notes and.,obseryations made by the. 
parties to disputes, or important. special facts in. connection. 
with them... The,amount of, dispute benefit. expended. by. the; 
trade unions_is .tabulated, and, extracts are published from the 
reports of the chief,.uniong,as,to the condition, of their, seyeral - 
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industries during the, year under.notice. , Fuller. particulars are 
given of the, work of Boards of Conciliation and Arbitration, a 
section which ‘inthis Report has received special attention and 
which promises to become sufficiently important to be treated 
eventually in a separate report. Hitherto the standard rates of 
wages and hours of labour as established by trade unions in 
various districts have also been published in this volume, but the 
section has grown so large that these must in future be dealt with 
in special volumes. 


7. Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 and 1888. Special Reports by 
the Board of Trade under Section 1 of the Electric Lighting Act, 
1888. (C—7758.) Price 

The Special Reports dealt with in the present paper are as 
follows: The Strand District Electric Lighting Order, 1895 ; the 
Windermere District Electric Lighting Order, 1895; and the 
Liverpovul Electric Lighting Order, 1895. 


8. Second Report from the Select Committee on Distress from 
Want of Employment, with an Appendix, 253. Price 4s. O4d. 


This is the Second Report of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons appointed to consider and report as to— 


“(a.) The extent to which distress, arising from want of 
employment prevails ; 

‘(b.) The powers at present possessed by local or central 
authorities in relation to such cases ; 

(c.) Any steps which may be taken, whether by changes in 
legislation or administration, to deal with the evils arising 
therefrom ; and 

(d.) To make an interim Report to the House at the. earliest 

ossible Date on what steps should be taken.either by 
Parliament, the Departments of State, or Local Autho- 
ities, to meet the Distress this Winter.” 


The Committee state that in submitting their first, or interim, 
Report, they were unable to add to it the Returns they. had 
received, through the Local Government Board, from .Local 
Authorities in England and Wales, in reply toa circular inquiry 
as to the extent of distress prevailing. 

In the present report they state ‘that while proceeding with the 
general inquiry, they now submit to the Honourable the House 
of Commons abstracts of these Returns as received up to. date, 
together with certain other documents laid before them, 


9. Patent Office... Twelfth Report. of the Comptroller General of 
Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks, with. Appendices for the. Year 
1894. . (C._—7750.). Price 24d.; 


This annual report is issued by the Comptroller of the Patent 
Office in pursuance of the ‘requirements of the ‘102nd section of 
the ory Designs, and Trade Marks Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vict. 
cap. 57.) 


| 
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The following statement shows the total number of applications 
for patents, designs, and trade marks, and amount of 
receipts and expenditure in each year, from 1884 to 1894 


inclusive :— 
| | 
| Designs Trade | Gross Gross 
Years. | Patents. Marks. | Receipts. | Expenditure.. 
Single. Sets. 
No. No. No. No. 2 £ 
1884 17,110 19,515 238 7,104 103,827 64,123 
1885 16,101 20,388 337 8,026 88,509 77,789 
1886 17,176 23,717 324 10,677 106,754 109,567 
1887 18,051 25,734 309 10,586 124,279 *81,577 
1888 19,103 25,923 316 13,315 149,623 83,924 
1889 21,009 24,370 335 11,316 172,820 79,286 
1890 21,307 22,235 318 10,258 192,600 83,240 
1891 22,888 21,673 277 10,787 203,520 *103,180 
1892 24,169 19,269 258 9,101 199,859 *96,822 
1893 25,116 19,174 306 8,675 $174,878 *95,103 
1894 25,386 21,230 1,025 8,013 181,855 *96,092 


* Tucluding expenditure on account of new offices and buildings. 

+ The diminution in the gross receipts was caused by a reduction in the amount 
of renewal fees. 

It is stated in the report that while the number of applications 
for patents in the year 1894 continued upon an ascending scale, 
being 270 above that of the previous year, this increase was con- 
siderably less than that of the normal average of the preceding 
seven years. The number of applications for patents has, however, 
more or less annually increased from 17,176 in the year 1886 to 
25,386 in 1894, being at the rate of 48 per cent. 

The number of readers frequenting the Patent Office Library 
during the year showed an advance upon that of the previous 

ear, 113,374 persons having availed themselves of its use. The 
ighting of the library has recently been improved by the employ- 
ment of incandescent gas burners. 

The construction of the new warehouse and sale branch 
adjoining the main building, mentioned in the last report was 
completed by the end of the year. This building contains room 
for about six miles of shelving, as well as a photographic studio 
for the reproduction of drawings attached to specifications of 

tents. A new block is now in course cf construction on the 
south side of Staple Inn. 

Reports of 73 patent eases tried in courts of law in the United 
Kingdom during 1894 were published in accordance with the 
requirement of section 40 (1) of the Act; as well as 15 reports 
of trade mark cases, and 4 reports of design cases. 

The total number of applications for the registration of trade 
marks during the year (including 143* applications to the 
Cutlers’ Company of Sheffield) was 8,013, as compared with 
8,675 applications in the previous year. 


* Of this number, 33 were in respect of old corporate marks, for which no fee is 
charged. : 
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10. Twenty-fifth Annual Report of the Deputy Master ef the 
Mint, 1894. (C.—7756.) Price 10d. 


In submitting the present report the Deputy Master of the 
‘Mint remarks that the coinage of gold has continued in the year 
1894 to be considerable, owing to the operation of the Coinage 
Act of 1891; but there was a marked decrease in the total 
amount issued compared with the year 1893. 

The demand for imperial silver and bronze coin likewise 
shows diminution, and the following table, which continues the 
returns given in former reports, records the amount of imperial 
currency issued during the year under review, as compared with 
recent years :— 


Mean of Ten 

1894. 1893. Years, 
1884-93. 

5.) 

Gold - - - 5,678,106 9,266,251 5,431,779 
Silver | - - 942,856 1,008,971 1,017,962 
Bronze - - - 33,485 46,664 61,579 
Total - - 6,654,441 10,321,886 6,511,820 


The colonial coinages for which applications were received were, 
‘in the aggregate, more extensive than those undertaken in the 
preceding year, and were all carried out in the Department, 
without having recourse to the company designated “The Mint, 
Birmingham,” who, in former years, have, it is stated, from time 
to time given assistance in completing demands for coinage: 

The and amounts of imperial and colonial coins 
issued during the year have been 44 in number, and the 
pieces struck, 61,918,113, or a considerable decrease on the output 
of 1893. The value, real or nominal, of these coins was 
6,865,734/. 10s., as compared with 10,789,523/ 17s. 3d, in the 
previous year. 

The gold received for coinage from the Bank of England was 
as follows 


£ 
Light gold coin (received as bullion) Nil. 


Light gold coin (under provisions of 
the Coinage Act, 1891), nominal 


value :— 
£ 
Sovereigns - - 2,356,000 
Half-sovereigns - - 1,244,000 


——— 3,600,000 


Total - 


£ 3,600,000 
G 


| 
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_ Thus for two years in succession the gold received fur coinage 
has, with the exception of a trifling amount of bullion received in 
January 1893, consisted exclusively of light coin for exchange at 
its nominal value under the provisions of the Coinage Act, 1891. 
The coins considered by the Bank to have been illegally dealt 
with within the meaning of that Act, and purchased at their 
bullion value, amounted at the close of 1894 to 216,801/. only, 
or 0828 per cent. of the entire amount withdrawn at that date. 


11. Board of Trade, Employment of Women. (Labour 
Department.) Report by Miss Collet on the Statistics of Em- 
ployment of Women and Girls. (C.—7564.) Price 8d. 


In submitting the present report to the Board of Trade, the 
Commissioner for Labour remarks that the greater part of the 
information contained ia the report is now published for the 
first time, and much of it is based on special inquiries made by 
the Department. It is added that the conclusions drawn by Miss 
Collet from the statistics have an important bearing on questions 
regarding women’s employment, in which much public interest is 
taken at the present time. 


12 Railways (Continuous Brakes). Return by the Railway - 


Companies of the United Kingdom for the Six Months ending the 
3lst December 1894. (C—7760.) Price 1s. 


This is the periodical return issued by the Railway Department 


‘of the Board of Trade in pursuance of the Railway Returns 
‘(Continuous Brakes) Act of 1878. 


It contains a statement from the half-yearly returns of con- 
tinuous brakes—from the 30th of June 1887 to the 31st of 
December 1894—showing what has been the progress made in 
the use of these brakes and the total amount of rolling-stock not 


fitted with them, as well as abstracts of returns showing the 


description of brakes in use on the railways of the United 
Kingdom on the 31st of December 1894, the amount of rolling- 
stock fitted, and the number of miles run by trains fitted with 
various descriptions of brakes. 

It appears from the present return that on the 31st of Decem- 


‘ber 1894 98°8 per cent. of the engines and 99 per cent. of the | 


carriages and other vehicles used by the railway companies of the 
United Kingdom were fitted with continuous brakes, complying 
with the requirements of the Board of Trade. At the same 
date ‘7 per cent. of the engines were fitted with brakes which 
appear to comply with only some of the Board of Trade require- 
ments, whilst ‘5 yer cent. of the engines and 1 per cent. of the 
carriages were not fitted with continuous brakes at all. 


13. Friendly Societies, Industrial and Provident Societies, and 
Trade Unions Reports, 1894. Part A. 110. Price 1s. 


This is the annual report of the Chief Registrar of Friendly 
Societies for the year ending the 31st of December 1894, and is 
issued pursuant to the Acts 34 & 35 Vict. ¢. 31, 38 & 39 Vict. 
¢. 60, and 56 & 57 Vict. c. 39, which require the Chief Registrar 
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to lay before Parliament reports of his proceedings, and of those 

of the Assistant Registrars, and of the principal matters transacted, 

and of the valuations returned to, or caused to be made by, the ! 
Registrar during the year. lite 

_ The report contains the usual statements as to the business of 

the office for the year 1894. 


14, Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on the 
Educational Standard for the Merchant Navy. Commercial: 
No. 4 (1895). (C.—7711.) Price 4d. 


This paper contains the replies of Her Majesty’s Representa- 
tives at Paris, Berlin, St. Dotarsbure, Brussels, The Hague, 
Stockholm, and Washington to a circular letter issued by the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and dated the 12th of 
September 1894, stating that an address having been presented to 
Her Majesty by the fii of Commons asking for a return 
showing the educational standard required from candidates for 
positions as masters, mates, and engineers in certain foreign 
merchant navies; he has to instruct Her Majesty’s Representa- 
tives to endeavour to procure the necessary information as regards 
the countries to which they are respectively accredited. vi 

It is added that, in order to make the information as complete 
as possible, it is desired that particulars should at the same time 
be procured as to the amount of service required for each grade 
of officers, including engineers, and as to the conduct of the 
examinations. 
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XIX—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


Swepen.—The Board of Trade have received, through the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a despatch from 
Her, Majesty’s Representative at Stockholm, enclosing the follow- 
ing quarantine notice issued by the Swedish Government, viz. :— 


( Translation.) 


Cholera Regulations. 
“His Majesty has decreed that— 
Posts of observation be established at Bredvik. off Umeéi, at 
Juniskiren off Sundsvall, on the Islands of Feja and Haré in 
the Stockholm Archipelago, at Arké in the Ostergotland Archi- 
at Vestra Hastholmen in the Karlskrona Archipelago, on 
the Island of Hven in the Oresund, and at Képstadsé in the 
Gothenburg Archipelago : 
That should cholera break out in the Russian ports on the 
Baltic, the stations at Bredvik, Juniskaren, on the Islands Feja 
and Hard, at Arké and at Vestra Hiastholmen should be put on 
an active footing : > 
* That should cholera break out in Denmark the post of observa- 
tion on the Island of Hven shall be put on an active footing: 
That should cholera break out in the German ports on the Baltic 
all the last-named stations should be put on an active footing : 
That should cholera break out in Great Britain the post of 
observation at Képstadsé shall be put on an active footing. 


 Tvary.—The quarantine restrictions imposed on vessels from 
Tunis by the decree of the 24th November last are revoked. 


PortucaL.—Arrivals from Santa Fé in Argentine Republic, 
port of Buenos Ayres, as well as all others in that State, and all 
— in River Plate, including Monte Video, free from cholera 

m June Ist. 

Pernambuco is declared infected with yellow fever, and all 
other ports of the province suspected from the 1st instant, 


Buiearta.—All quarantine measures in Bulgaria againstarrivals 
from Constantinople have been abolished since the 4th instant. 
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TurKEY.—The ten days’ quarantine on arrivals from Hedjaz 
coast between Yambo and Lith is suppressed, except for pilgrim 


vessels, which are under special regulations, 


Brazit.—The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has re- 
ceived a despatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro 
dated the Ist June, from which the following are extracts :— 

With reference to the proceedings of the recent Confer- 
ence in this capital on the subject of the execution of the 
Quarantine Regulations in Brazil, I have the honour to state that 
a series of instructions addressed by the Minister of the Interior 
to the Inspector of Health of the Ports are published in the 
Jornal do Commercio of this morning. an ; 

In a notification dated the 15th of May the inspector’s attention 
is especially called to questions arising out of Articles 44, 45, 50, 
and 52 of the Sanitary Regulations, it being declared that a state- 
ment of his opinions is awaited in view of those Articles being 
submitted to modification. 

These refer to the definitions of suspected and infected ports, 
vessels, and goods; to the privileges to be accorded to certain 
vessels in consequence of compliance with certain regulations ; 
to the possibility of quarantine being performed on board without 
disembarkation of passengers, and to the means of facilitating 
trade at intermediate ports. : 

Positive instructions or notifications are issued as to the 
following points :— 

1. For the facilitation of telegraphic communication with shi 
in quarantine at the various lazarettos and for reporting the 
movement of navigation at such stations to persons interested. 

To the Minister of Public Works for the construction of a 
telegraphic cable devoted to the exclusive use of the lazaretto at 
Ilha Grande. 

2. To ensure freedom of coaling and the taking in of provisions 
and water in quarantine, subject only to the necessary sanitary 
restrictions. 

3. To we any delay in the landing of mails and official 
correspondence from all ships, whatever their sanitary condition. 

4. 'To ensure the immediate landing of cattle from ships coming 
from the River Plate. 

5. To order the establishment of a provisional quarantine 
station at Tamandaré near Pernambuco by the Ist of October 
next. 

6. To ascertain from the Governor of Parad the expenditure 
necessary to establish a quarantine station in that State, 

7, To ensure the immediate presentation of the plans for the 
construction of the projected lazaretto on the Island of Tinharé 
near Bahia. 

8. To transform the existing isolation hospital at Rio Grande 
do Sul into a small quarantine station. 
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. 9. To the Minister of Finance and to the Prefect of the Federal 
District in order to ensure the construction of a pier for he 
disembarkation of cattle at Itacarrusu, a point on the coast near 
Ilha Grande, so as to obviate the difficulties now incident to the 
proper execution of the service. 

The plans for the construction of the extensive permanent 
quarantine station at Tamandaré (to be completed within six 
years) were courteously submitted to my inspection and to that 
of the German Minister by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and 
his Excellency informed me that the requisite funds for all these 
improvements in the quarantine system of Brazil, in order (to 
gente the words of his Excellency’s invitation to the Foreiga 

presentatives at the Conference) “ to conciliate the exigencies 
“ of public health with the requirements of maritime commerce 
“ by all possible mitigation of the irritation and interruptions 
“ incidental to sanitary measures,” are at the disposal of the 

Government. 

In order that the labours of the Conference should be fully 
attended by practical benefit to foreign commerce, the modifica- 
tion of the various Articles of the Sanitary Regulations referred to 
above must be awaited. But as the opinions expressed by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, as well as by the technical specialist 
in such questions, the Inspector of Health of the Ports, are in 
favour of such modifications, I trust to be able at an early date 
to inform your lordship that they have been carried into effect. 

_ Besides the important measures above referred to, explanations 
have, however, during the course of the Conference, been afforded 
by the Representatives of the Brazilian Government as to various 
important points in which the execution of the existing Sanitary 
Regulations had not appeared to be in accordance with their spirit 
‘and letter. Measures have been taken to obviate the recurrence 
of the unfortunate delays to which various British ships carrying 
cattle from the River Plate were subjected, and the necessary 
hospital accommodation has been provided at the lazaretto at 
Ilha Grande for persons suffering from contagious maladies. 
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XX.—POST OFFICE NOTICES, 


Parcet Post to MAURITIUS AND THE SEYCHELLES— 
ExTENSION OF LiMIT OF WEIGHT AND REVISION OF PostTaGeE. 


On the 1st of July 1895, the limit of weight for parcels sent 
via France to Mauritius and the Seychelles was raised to 11 
pounds; and the postage on parcels sent to Mauritius via 
Colombo was revised. 

The following table of postage was applied from that date :— 


For a Parcel Weighing— 


Over 3 lb. but | Over 7 Ib. but 
Not over 8 Ib. not over 7 Ib. | not over 11 Ib. 
| s, d s. d | a 4. 
If sent vid France toMauritius or 3°2 3 9 | 44 
the Seychelles. 
If sent vid Colombo to Mauritius $9 3 0 4 0 


Similar changes came into operation as regards parcels sent from 
Mauritius and the Seychelles to this country. 


Parcet Post to Eayrt aNnD JEDDAH.— EXTENSION OF LIMIT 
or WEIGHT AND REVISION OF POSTAGE. 


On the lst of July 1895, the hmit of weight for parcels sent 
to Egypt, vid France, was raised to 11 pounds; and the postage 


on parcels sent to Egypt and Jeddah, vid Gibraltar, was revised, 
The following table of postage applied from that date : 


| For a Parcel Weighing— 


, Over 3 Ib. but | Over 7 Ib. but 

Not over 3 Ib. not over 7 Ib. | not over 11 Ib. 

Parcels for Egypt— s. d, 
If sent by sea throughout - 1 3 2 3 3 3 
If sent vid France - : 2 6 8 2 3 10 
Parcels for Jeddah - 2 6 38 4 


Similar changes came into operation as regards parcels sent 
from Egypt and Jeddah to this country. 


| 
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MaILs FoR AUSTRALASIA. 


Despatch of Mails from London for Australia, New Zealand, 
and Fiji, up to the end of September 1895 :— 


Despatched from 
Destination. | Route. 
[ Vid Brindisi (or Naples) - | Every Fri. evening. 
On same dates as 
Victoria, New South Wales, Vid Vancouver (or vid San 
Q . South < Francisco) - - | to New Zealand 
A lia, and T ia and Fiji. 


(For letters, &c., specially 
addressed to go by those routes.) 


Western Australia - | Vid Brindisi (or Naples) ~- | Every Fri. evening. 
Via San Francisco - | Sat. afternoon— 
f August 10. 
September 7. 
New Zealandt - Vid Brindisi (or Naples) - | Every Fri. evening. 
Via Vancouver - dates as 


(For letters, &c., specially 
addressed to go by that route.) 
Vid Vancouver - - 


Thursday evening— 
August 1 & 29. 
September 26. 

Supplementary— 
31 

(afternoon). 

Bijit September 28 

(afternoon). 

Vid Brindisi (or Naples) + | Every Fri. evening. 
Vid San Francisco - - | Sat. afternoon— 
(For letters, &c., specially August 10. 
addressed to go by that route.) September 7. 


Every Thursday 


above-mentioned colonies, 


Parcel mails for all the 
Direct from the Thames - 


except Queensland and morning, 
New Zealand - - 
From the Thames vid Mel- | Every Thursday 
Parcel mails for Queens- bourne. morning. . 
land§ — - -}]| Direct from the Thames vid | Wed. morning— 
Torres Straits - - July 24, 
August 14. 
September 11. 
foe Direct from the Thames Wed. morning— 
July 24. 
August 7, 21. 


September 4, 18. 


Bowen, and Mackay) can be sent either by the direct route of Torres Straits or 
by way of Adelaide. If meant to go vid Adelaide on those days, such corre- 
spondence must be specially so addressed; but correspondence for the South of 
Queensland is sent by the Adelaide route unless specially superscribed to go otherwise. 

t Correspondence for New Zealand posted in the week in which there will be 
a mail from Lendon going vid San Francisco, and also in the previous week, will 
be forwarded in that mail ; but correspondence posted up to the evening of the first 
or second Friday following a despatch vid San Francisco will gain by being forwarded 
vid Italy. The Post Office will in each case send the letters, &c., by the best route, 
and there will be no occasion to superscribe them specially as to route. 

t Correspondence for Fiji will be sent by way of Vancouver, unless specially 
superscribed to be otherwise forwarded, or posted in time for despatch v1d Italy 
on the first and second Fridays following the final despatch via Vancouver. 

§ Parcels for the extreme north of Queensland are sent only vid Torres Straits. 
Parcels for the rest of the colony are sent vid Melbourne, except when they would 
arrive more quickly vié Torres Straits. 


* On the 2nd and 23rd of August and 20th of September, correspondence for 
. in the North of Queensland (Thursday Island, Cooktown, Cairns, Townsville, 
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XXI.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—Forr1an TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGpom. 


Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unsrep Kinapom during the Month and Six Months ended 
30th June 1895, compared od with the corresponding periods of the 
year 1894, 

MOnTH ENDED 30TH JUNE. 
I. Imports From ForeiGN Countries AND BRITISH PoOssESSIONS. 


Month ended 
30th June 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1895. 1894. 
2 
I, Animals, living (for food) - - 845,429 1,047,156 - 201,727 
II, (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - | 12,585,818 | 73,474,987 829,669 
GB.) food and drink, duti- 
e - 1,551,788 1,439,023 112,765 - 
Tobacco, dutiable - - - 193,665 223,848 - 30,183 
III. Metals - 1,745,345 1,997,878 17,467 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances - - 451,207 404,124 _ 12,917 
V. Oils - - 631,503 683,748 2,245 


VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 5,219,880 | 4,390,044 829,835 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures - 3,676,176 | 4,862,937 - 686,755 
VIII. Manufactured articles =| 5,700,684 | 5,378,498 382,186 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 1,213,218 1,110,685 102,583 - 
(B.) Parcel post 70,371 96,806 26,435 


Total Value - | 33,884,584 | 34,999,679 345,095 


II. Exports or British AND Irish Propuce AND MANUFACTURE. 


IL, Articles of food and drink . : 870,365 917,089 tas 46,724 
III. Raw materials - 1,610,804 | 7,686,795 75,821 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz.:— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - =] 7,813,260 7,468,178 a 154,918 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - - 2,374,712 2,620,433 _ 245,721 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - =| 1,818,437 1,836,370 17,933 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 650,648 644.412 6,236 a 
(E.) Ghomtonins and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - 668,798 735,366 = 66,568 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured ° 2,822,368 2,337,344 485,027 _ 
(G.) Parcelpost - = 90,330 9,805 - 5,975 
Total Value ° ° | 17,800,100 | 17,909,155 109,055 


Ill. Exports or Foreign anp CoLontat Propuce. 


£ 2 £ 
5,265,773 5,198,180 67,593 — 


Total Value - - 


| 
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I.—Foreign TRADE OF THE UntTED Kinapom—cont. 


Six Monrus ENDED 30TH JUNE. 


I. Imports From Foreign CountTrigs AND Britisa Possessions. 


[July 1895. 


Six Months ended 
30th June 
I D se. 
1895. | 1894. 
2 2 2 
I. Animals, living (for food) -| 8,861,316 | 4,476,770 614,454 
IL. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty | 
free | 67,015,128 | 69,721,684 - 2,706,556 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- | 
le 11,047,944 | 710,667,687 380,257 
Tobacco, dutiable - - 1,330,963 1,250,597 80 386 
III, Metals 8,953,000 | 9,987,729 984,729 
IV. Ch Is, estufts, and “tanning | 
3,681,933 | 3,829,897 140,948 
V. Oils 3,762,156 | 3,582,983 229,173 
VI. Raw materials for textilemanufactures | 42,443,770 | 45,098,627 _ 2,654,857 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries | | 
and manufactures - 17,852,883 | 79,043,654 - 1,890,771 
VIII. Manufactured articles . - | 36,849,014 | 84,480,797 1,918,217 - 
TX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles -) 6,840,314 | 8,403,788 - 1,563, 
(B.) Parcel post - - 24,837 418,818 106,019 
Total Value | 208,663,288 | 277,004,995 - 7,341,707 


{I. Exports or British AND Irish PropucE AND MANUFACTURES. 


I. Animals, living - 333,650 258,639 80,011 
IL. Articles of food and drink - » 4,567,906 4:820,070 — 252,164 
III. Raw materials - - 8,537,625 | 9,966,357 716 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- | 
factured, viz. :— | 
_ (A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - | 48,218,115 | 47,987,865 230,250 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - | 13,142,219 | 73,900,849 _- 758,680 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - | 7,189,825 | 6,849,972 , 289,918 
(D.) Appareland articlesof personaluse | 4,076,657 4,809,724 133,067 
m¢ Chemicals, and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - 4,168,178 40438,577 270,893 
 Y All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured * | 15,350,266 | 73,949,705 | 1,400,561 - 
(G.) Parcelpost - 583,075 506,799 76,276 
Total Value | 106,117,516 | 706,883,475 | 765,959 


It]. Exports or ForEIGN anp CoLontaL Prorvce. 


| | 2 2 
30,281,354 | 29,653,899 | 577,455 | _ 
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IL—Corn Prices. 


Rerurn of the Quantities and Average Paices of Britisa 
Corn, ImrertAL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 
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Periods. | Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
| 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. | Qrs. bus. 
Week ended Ist June 1895 - - | 42,638 1 | 1559 7 | 8,874 8 
8th 28,871 4 1,572 2 6,533 4 
Pa 15th a. - 35,603 7 | 563 2 6.250 6 
» 22nd -| 800 5 5,567 6 
a 29th J - | 29,182 3 586 5 8,288 4 
June 1895 . o - | 178,066 0 | 5,082 5 | 30,014 7 
Corresponding month in 1894 | 116,560 4 2992 2 13,499 1 
1893 | 168,726 6 | 4404 2 12,019 6 
Average Prices. 
s. d, 
Week ended Ist June 1895 - 24 5 | 19 4 15 10 
» 8th 15 10 
” 15th ” - 26 2 | 19 4 15 11 
22nd 26 5 19 5 16) 
29th 26 1 20 3 16 7 
June 1895 ~ 25 9 19 16 0 
May = 1895 - - 22 5 20 5 15 2 
April 20 8 21 142 
March ” - 19 11 21 63 13 10 
February ,, @ 21 9 13 8 
January - - - 20 7 21 6 13 14 
December 1894 + - 20 7 14 
November ,, | 18 10 22 10 13 9 
October 17 8 #3 9 13 6 
September ,, - - 20 7 23 11 15 9 
August 24 8 20 4 18 11 
July - 24 6 21 19 9 
June 1894 - - ~ 23 10 23 8 18 9 
» 1893 23 20 8 
» 1892 - - 30 1 | 
» 1891 39 9 21 7 


| 

| 

| 
| 

| 

| 

be | 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


1895. 


Rerorn of the Numpers, Nationatitms, and Destinations of the 
PassencErs that left the Unirep Krnepom for Piaces out of 
Evrorz during the Month ended 30th June 1895, and the 

1895, compared with the 


Six Months 


ended 30th June 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year, 


{July 1895. 


Total 
; British All for 
United Austral- of corre- 
orth H other 4 
1894. 
Month ended 30th June. 
English . - 6,127 1,488 617 1,458 549 10,239 8,054 
Scotch - - 1,005 160 155 42 1,407 1,293 
Irish . - 4,505 124 24 n 4,717 3,403 
ms 1,637 602 | 16868 | 72,750 
Foreigners - . 6,282 689 20 484 171 7,646 6,880 
Nationalities mot} 1 6 144 151 197 
Total - 17,920 2,467 735 2,121 917 24,160 19,267 
Total for corre- 
18,116 2,826 946 1,486 893 19,267 
‘onth, 1894 
Six Months ended 30th June. 
English - + - 26,488 6,635 3,534 6,680 3,774 47,111 40,586 
Scotch - . - | 4,699 852 263 642 340 6,796 5,945 
Trish- 30,564 544 254 112 lll 31,585 19,868 
Total of British 
a” ' 61,751 | 8031 | 4051 | 7,494 | 4,295 | 85,492 | 66,809 
Foreigners - - 28,247 2,459 101 1,944 776 33,527 28,252 
Nationalities not 
22 13 | 1982 | 1271 | 1,465 
Total * ° 90,020 10,503 4,163 9,881 6,223 120,290 96,415 
Total for corre- 
64,896 12,794 4,859 1778 6,298 96,145 
1894 -. 
Norz.—The above figures, 


being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
month, are su ject $0 onrrestion in the Annual ual Returns, 
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IV.—ALIEN IMMIGRATION.—JUNE 1895. 


Return of the Numper of Axrens that arrived from the ConTINENT at Portst 
in the Untrep Kinepom durirg the Month and Six Months ended 30th June 1895, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Atren Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4. c. 11. 


sect. 2.) 
Gothenburg, 
Hamburg, | Rotterdam, Other 
Christian: Conti Total. 


Bremen, and | Amsterdam, Arendal, an Dieppe. nen: 
Christiansan: Ports, 


ven.| and Antwerp. 


1894. | 1895. 


1895. | 7894. | 1895. 1894. | 1895. | 7894. | 1895. | 7894. | 1895. | 7894. 
Month ended 30th June. 
fine to be en 
rou merica : 
Arrived at London -| 759] 215) 246, 155) es) — 86 | 752 | 1,893 | 7,400 
Grimsby 185] 107 ll 88 8 8 7| 21 462 
Hull - 98 64 49 60 79 116 | S41) 346 
Ports - 14 17 21 25 | 138 67; — 188 9| 195 
Qeher por — | — | 310] 507| Gee 
Total - -| 1401 | 457] 487| 484 464} 639| ses! 6483 | 944 | $3,624 | ts,350 


en route to America: 

at Grimsby 9 89} 338] 356) 201 194) — - 148 65 | 691 644 
» ‘Hartlepool, | —| —| —| —| —| —| 26] om 
Hull - - 120 35 37 64 890 512 — | 1,068 | 7,098 | 2,115 | 7,704 
 deith - 289] 4605) 6) —| — 
Other 7 ~ 488 | 304 320 
Total - e 611 824 429 436 | 1,096 706 _- — | 1,703] 7,460 | 3,839 | 3,496 

Total of aliens en routeand 
of aliens not stated to be} 2,012 | 7,956 | 886] 1,580 | 4,770] 528) 2846 | 2,204 | 7,463 | 6,776 

en route to America* ~- 


Six Months ended 30th June. 


Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America :* 

tal No. - | 5,687 | 5,007 | 2,340 | 3,785 | 2,661 | 3,740 | 3,821 | 8,697 | 3,156 | 4,349 |117,665 |t79,378 

No. | 2,598 | 8607 | 1,657 | 3,067 | 8,167] 5,770) — 4 | 8,696 | 6,306 | 21,118] 48,757 


Total of aliens en route and 
of aliens not stated to bet! 8.285 | 8674 | 3907 | 6,262 | 10,828 | 8,510 | 3,821 | 3,698 | 11,882 | 10,655 [188,788 97,529 


en route to America’ 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America,” and “ Aliens en 
route to America,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive from Continental ports are reported 
to be on the way to America, and it is considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that 
the “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America” come to this country for settlement, there being in fact a large 
emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens arriving From Continental ports return to 
the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 213, Sess. 1895, and Monthly Emigration 

turns. 
« The 4 rts from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, G w, 
Goole, Grengunentie, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, Middles- 
brough, Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. The 
lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck rs and persons 
who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. : } ; 

t The number of sailors included with the aliens who arrived at ports in the United m not en route to 
America in the month of June 1895 was 846, and 656 in the same month of 1894; in the six months ended 
Tune of 1895 the number was 4,629, and in the same months of 1894 the number was 5,426, ; 

Note.—The above Return is in continuation of similar Returns for previous years, but for convenience of reference 
the grouping of the foreign sfrom which the immigrants come has been amended. The number of immigrants 
arriving at Newhaven, hitherto shown in foot-notes, is now shown in the Table, it being now possible to make a 
compasioon month by month with the previous year, 
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V.—BankKRuPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 
Nomser of Recetving Orpers GAzETTep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 
Six Months 
June 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
No. No. No No. 
Total gazetted - - - 307 423 | 2,240 2,568 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations 
Pablicans and hotel 19 21 176 182 
Farmers - = - - - 20 17 155 155 
Grocers, &c. - - - - 20 27 154 157 
Builders - 12 18 105 154 
Butchers - - - - 9 17 69 66 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers 9 7 67 62 
Bakers - - - - - 6 15 62 76 
Tailors, &c. - - 5 13 58 55 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - 10 4 48 29 
Drapers, haberdashers, &e. - 5 12 42 62 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. - 5 5 36 47 
Agents, commission and general - 2 29 36 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 2 7 28 32 
Auctioneers ~ 5 7 26 36 
Saddlers and harness makers - 3 q 24 19 
Solicitors - 6 2 24 16 
Clerks, commercial and general : 1 4 28 28 
Provision merchants, &c. . - 2 2 22 18 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - - 1 4 21 22 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, 
silversmiths, &e. - - ~ 6 8 20 43 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. - 1 4 19 11 
Fishmongers, puulterers, sa! - - 2 9 19 34 
General dealers - - 3 5 19 48 
Traveliers, &e 5 2 19 17 
Merchants 3 5 18 17 
Ironmongers - 3 2 17 21 
Carpenters and joiners - - 4 4 17 25 
Confectioners - - - 4 3 17 20 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and 
hauliers - - - 7 1 5 16 13 
Tobacconists, &c. w 1 3 16 18 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, ‘and wer 
chants and dealers - - - 2 5 16 28 
Printers and publishers - . 3 4 15 15 
Engineers and founders, &e. - - 2 4 14 26 | 
Millers - 4 14 8 
Furniture dealers and manbeers ~ 4 2 14 48 
Wheel hts - - - 7 2 4 13 & 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - - 3 2 13 7 
Fishing net, smack owners, and masters 1 6 12 12 
Restaurant, coffee, and esting-bowse 
keepers - 1 2 12 14 
Gardeners, &e. - - 2 12 10 
Carriage, &c. builders - 2 q 12 11 
and u; phileterers - 3 3 12 22 
- - 3 2 12 13 


July 1895.) STATISTICAL TABLES. 111 


Six Months 


ended June 


1895. | 1894. | 1894. 


Number gazetted in principal trades and No. | No | No No 
occupations—cont. 
Schoolmasters und schoolmistresses ll 15 
Lodging-house keepers - : 2 | 17 
Clerks in holy orders = - 2 8 
Stationers - 3 2 | 11 8 
China, giass, and earthenware, &c. 
Hair-dressers - - - - 2 | 4 10 13 
Directors and promoters of public | 
companies’ - - 2 9 8 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants | 7 9 11 
Architects and surveyors 1 | 4 | 7 5 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - - Sj 2 7 14 
Contractors - - - 8 | — | 7 10 
Giacksmiths, farriers, &c. - - a q | 6 9 
Officers in Army - - 1 6 13 
Photographers - - - - _ q 5 6 
Cattle and pig dealers - - - c 4 3 5 12 
Stone, marble, and monument masons - 2 — | 5 5 
Timber merchants and wood dealers - | 5 | 4 25 
Brokers, stock and share - . lid Si 4 14 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - ha _ 4 6 
Booksellers and publishers - - a 2 1 6 


VI.—Exprort or Live Animats From IRELAND TO GREAT 
BriTAIn. 

Return of the NumBer of ANm™aALs exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the Month ended 30th June 1895, and during 
the first Six Months of the Year 1895, compared with the cor- 
responding Periods of the Year 1894, 


Six Months 
ended June 
Animals, 
1895. | 1894. |. 1895. | 1894. 
No. No. ‘No. No. 
Cattle - | 52,984 | 59,462 | 287,059 | 302,089 
Sheep - | 119,001 | 763,403 | 195,282 | 377,907 
Swine = 4 = . - | 24,442 | 34,040 | 304,597 | 295,577 
Goats 902 927 2,750 4,762 
Horses - 5,107 3,938 | 16,059 17,074 
Males or Jennets - 2 8 4 7 
- 452 139 764 440 
Total - - | 202,840 | 267,972 | 806,465 | 937,904 
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VII.—Fisuery AND WALES. 


Statement of the Torat Quantity and Vatve of the Fisn returned 
as landed on the Enarisn and Wetsu Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Six Months ended 30th June 
1895, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1894. 


June Six ended 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Owts. Owis. 
° 1,536 1,580 9,478 9,021 
Prime fish not separately distinguished - 4,688 4047 14, Ste 
Total prime fish - - 20,155 21,040 103,879 105,504 
Cod ° 972 25,651 291,029 
Haddock - 175,056 155,274 1,169,787 
Halibut - 9 14,106 52,602 48,108 
Herrings - - 54,633 43,278 101,786 96,184 
- 7,776 7,554 66,013 58,057 
Mackerel - 76,321 66,985 268,176 296,082 


Total - ? 564,300 605,776 3,019,647 2,796,2¢2 


fish ‘ No. No. 
Lobsters - - =| “35106 
Oysters - 1,580,000 7,200,000 | 72,369, 
Other shell fish 37,496 38,733 | 262,604 246,489 
VALUE. 
S167 25,520 
Brill - - 23,079 
Soles 34,901 43,597 280,897 250,992 
Turbot - ° 23,340 23,730 151,712 186,008 
Prime fish not separately distinguished - 15,702 8,434 48,212 87,610 
Total prime fish 77,110 79,084 506,341 477849 
° 445 11,961 185,580 155 
mock” -| 76,154 6,660 645,513 | 678, 
Hake - - 7,291 36,378 25,816 
Plaice - ° 77,487 69,410 416,804 
not distinguished, except 83,468 
° 418,339 401,730 2,517,609 2,445,118 
‘ -| 30.800 89,041 
bsters 5, 16 10 4. 
shellfish” =| 10848 | 330 | 4,078 
Total - 31,999 29,914 129,575 156,870 
Total value of fish landed - 450,338 481,644 2,647,184 2,601,483 


OTE—The above fi subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values 
P< the actual valnes returned the local officers at each place, 
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VIIL. —Fishery Sratistics.—ScorLanp. 


Sratement of the Tora, Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Six 


Months ended 30th June 1895, compared with the corresponding 
____ Periods of the Year 1894. 


Juans Six ended 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
QvANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - 1,920 1,690 8,367 7,829 
Cod - 020 40,918 290,985 280 
Kel - 1,102 1,244 9,674 8,864 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill = - - 6,205 5, 39, 36,956 
Haddock - - - a 59,159 47,019 524,129 831,488 
Halibut - 4,260 3,166 22,634 23,550 
Herrings - 483,152 406,421 858,2 954,158 
ing 18,355 12,259 136,297 145,376 
Mackerel - - - - 8” 133 1 4 
Saith (Coal Fish) - - - - 14,979 26,193 50,201 62,776 
Skate - - - - - 4,931 4,850 47,052 39,754 
Sparling - - - 2 50 52 
fprats - - - 1,130 7,031 
orsk (Tusk) - 1,987 810 8,987 6,391 
Whiting 3,493 8,085 18,167 16,148 
Fish not peparately istinguishe 3,458 3,477 23,328 34,669 
Total 647,454 557,000 2,040,655 | 7,966,564 
Shell Fish:— No. No. | No. No. 
Crabs ° 577,635 $36,522 1,667,658 1,724,091 
Lobsters 62,603 69,949 || 289,711 
Oysters 200 270 || 154,600 187,210 
Cwts. Cwts. || Cwts. ; 
Other shell fiuh : || 80,880 
VALUE 
18514 
2,889 2,393 4 
| 
lounder, Plaice, Brill 5,09 
Haddock’ . -| 20,949 20,445 209,042 | 194,003 
Halibut - 4,324 8,130 24,481 y 
Herrings - 101,867 80,647 195,794 190,450 
Mackerel 1 Fish 1,352 1740 
4,036 10,366 9,384 
Sparling - - 4 8 = 
° ° - 7 255 134 1,242 1,078 
Whitive - - - 1,249 1,915 8,240 9,708 
Fish not separately distinguished, =“ 812 854 5,319 9,458 
shell fish - ° 
Total 158,751 184,081 664,228 651,015 
Lobsters 2,717 2,878 13,850 15,116 
ters . 2 2 761 
Other shell fish 990 994 6,980 7,178 
Total - - . - 7,096 6,060 37,662 87,684 
Total value of fish landed - 165,847 140,749 701,890 689,599 


Norg.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annua) Returns. - 
87760. 
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IX.—FisHery 


Sratement of the Tora, Quantity and Vatue of the Fish returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Six 
Months ended 30th June 1895, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1894. 


Six Months ended 
June June 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Owts. Cwts. 
Soles > 161 1,744 1,027 2,708 
Turbot - - - - - 77 259 521 799 
Total prime fish - - 238 2,003 || 1,548 3,507 
° - 2,075 5,274 30,977 30,718 
° 1,118 1,758 14,487 12,976 
Hake - 1 1,046 1,354 2, 
Herrings - - - - - 1 4,036 25,407 83,612 
- - 3,793 10,923 21,792 28,972 
erel - - 52,030 66,197 155,358 878,238 
Sprats - - 120 200 120 
Phiting - - 716 787 6,266 6,004 
Fish not separately distinguished, ah} 4,200 5,887 19,487 30,082 
Total ° 78,133 97,981 276,876 461,058 
Shell Fish :-— No. No. N No. 
43,001 37,247 102,584 91,970 
S| 
“| Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Other shell fish - - . « 1,189 878 8,870 5,186 
VALUE. 
£ £ 
Soles - 530 1,147 4,372 5441 
Turbot’ - 252 408 1,650 2,051 
Total prime fish - - 782 1,555 6,022 8,092 
- 1,082 2 12,729 
Haddock - - - - - 7 9,037 
ke - - - 63 440 721 448 
Mackerel - - 16,185 15,700 662 391996 
2,081 2,463 9,560 10,580 
28,774 81 125 
Shell Fish 77: 226 152,296 
- « 148 179 370 
Lobsters - - 1,086 687 a4 
shel) fish 205 217 1,472 
Total - - - 1,439 1,077 4,439 5,287 
Total value offishlanded - 30,213 32,308 129,876 157,583 


Norz.—The above figures aré subject to correction in the Annual Returns, The yal iv 
are the actual values returned by ts local officers at each place. — 
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X.—Cortrron Returns.—JuNE 1895. 
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Return of the NumBer of Bates of Corron Importep and Exportep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to INLAND Towns, and Returnep to 
Ports during the Month and Six Months ended June 1895, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1894. 


Month of Six Months ended 
June June 
1895. 1894 | 1895. 1894. 
Imports. 

No. No. No. No. 
American 112,779 67,654 2,056,086 | 1,610,270 
Brazilian - 8,218 9,937 11,378 168,942 
Kast Indian - - 27,724 16,995 41,006 104,028 
yptian 13,018 18,770 192,725 207,934 
he - - 5,870 8,100 32,038 38,990 
Total 167,609 121,473 2,333,233 2,130,101 

Exports. 
American - - 24,841 21,421 | 125,982 117,798 
Brazilian - 800 2,820 | 6,758 19,742 
East Indian - - 4,835 13,109 18,172 52,786 
Egyptian - - 3,565 8173 | 43,923 33,807 
Miscellaneous - - 1,335 2,142 | 14,240 15,414 
Total ° - 34,876 47665 | 209,025 239,547 
ForwakRDEp from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American - - 177,040 206,334 1,434,845 1,307,695 
Brazilian - - 3,630 18,393 9,650 120,871 
East Indian - - 7,182 5,542 15,140 36,542 
Egyptian  « 5,981 22,488 139,196 164,788 
Miscellaneous - - 4,906 5,747 55,939 51,589 
Total - - 198,739 258,501 1,654,770 1,681,435 
Forwarvep from Intanp Towns to Ports. 
American 


1,268 


| 
Miscellaneous - - 18 26 430 298 
Total - - 317 260 2,673 1,566 
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XI.—Periopicat Returns or Imports AND Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the 
under-mentioned CountRrIEs in the latest Month for which ReTurRNS 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = 2s. ; Franc = 9,5,d. ; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 94%d. ; 
Gulden =1s. 8d.; Drachma = 9,$,d.; Lew = 9,$,d.; L, Egyptian 
= 14. Os. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s, 2d. 


I.—Imports. 


{| 


| Aggregate for Period of the 
Value for the Month. Year, including latest Month, 
Name of Vountry. 
| 
1895. | 1894. 1895. | 1894. 


Russiain Europe -/ Feb. -| Roubles 22,997,000 | 27,695,000 || 50,746,000 47,958,000 


France May -/| Frs.  - 818,456,000 | 307,440,000 1,528,943,000 | 7,767,478,000 
1894) (7898) || (1894) (7898) 

Portugal - - ~-/| Dec. -/ Milreis 2,584,000 3,405,000 | 35,662,000 88,307,000 
1 (7894) | (1895 (1894) 


Italy - «|May -| Lire 102,742,000 | 99,274,000 4€6,832,000 | 424,783,000 
Austria-Hungary May Gulden 68,744,000 | 303,979,000 | 296,787,000 


Greece - | April - | Drehms. 7,092,000 | 7,986,000 25,737,000 32,190,000 
Bulgaria - - ~-| Feb. Lew - 2,509,000 | 5,557,000 || 5,547,000 10,473,000 
Egypt - -| Mar. -/| L. Egypt 612,000 772,000 1,815,000 2,296,000 
United States - | April - | Dollars 68,576,000 | 60,090,000 | 263,739,000 227,347,000 


- 3,141,000 | 2,674,000 |, 
{ Feb. -| ,, - 2,896,000 | 2,050,000 || 5,537,000 4,064,000 


British India* -| April - | Rupees 5,44,71,855 | 6,37,59,62¢ | — —_ 


IT.—Exports. 
Russia in Europe -/| Feb. -| Roubles 29,531,000 | 71,209,000 | 92,736,000 
France > May - “4 —- 
Italy - May Lire’ - 9,708,000 93,206,600 | 393,632,000 438,264,000 


Austria-Hungary -j| May -/| Gulden - 60,878,000 | 67,857,000 288,825,000 302,477,000 
Greece - -| April - | Drchms. 3,523,000 5,984,600 18,131,000 23,260,000 


Bulgaria - - -/| Feb. -/} Lew - 1,431,000 5,505,000 6,586,000 11,880,009 
Egypt - - Mar. -| L. Egypt 950,000 | 7,074,000 3,233,000 4,207,000 
United States - -/| April - | Dollars - 65,254,000 | 64,725,000 267,628,000 | 288,887,000 
Jan. - 8,860,000 6,131,000 
Mexico - -{ Feb. - 8,635,000 | 7,068,000 17,495,000 13,199,000 


British India* - | April - | Rupees 9,75,73,939 | 70,65,82,639 


The above figures are subject to revision in the A l Returns. 

Nors.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “general.” 
“Special” means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption ; in the case of exports, 
exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. : t 

The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing 1st April, 


Mexico - - 
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XIL—Foreren Trape or Inpra. 


Imports and Exports into and from BritisH INpIA. 


Imports from Fore’ t to Foreign 
Countries, Countries.* 
—_— Month ended Month ended 
30th April 30th April 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
R. R. R. 
—Animals—living 10,136 6,297 1,06,446 81,216 


[I.—Articles of food and drink - 81,71,842 65,068,059 2,41,88,078 2,19,00,882 


{{!.—Metais and manufactures of — 
A.—Hardware and cutlery 


(including plated-ware) 13,22,105 12,64:849 14,350 12,034 
B.—Metals 55,74,993 51,714,464 1,06,065 60,866 
©.—Machinery and mili-work} 22,05,686 26,34 ,406 = 


D—Railway plant and 
rolling-stock — than 
Government stores) 14,47,779 19 50524 


1V.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyeing 
and tanning materials 17,76,808 1413,432 97,24,225 76/57 522 


V.—Oils : 25,68,806 141 1,906 7,860,579 6,76,564 


VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles 48,15,0038 33,01,659 4,09,35,639 5,91,60,785 


Vil.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 


A—Yarnsand textile fabrics |  2,05,45,811 8,38,20,018 1,06,18,711 86,99,024 


B.—Apparel - - 12,14,355 11,86,477 1,71,643 1,12,198 


53,18,536 50,830,606 69,38,289 54,76,098 


TOTAL -| 5,44,71,855 6,37,59,622 9,35,64,059 | 710,08,37,126 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS, 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1895, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 


Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. |} No. Place. Price. 
1490 | Berne” - - =| Idd. 1535 | Warsaw - -| 1d. 
1491 | Copen -| Id. |} 1536 | Boston - -| 13d. 
1492 | Stettin - - 23d. 1537 | Mozambique - - | 23d. 
1493 | Rio Grande do Sul -| |] 1538 | Callao - 
1494 | Serajevo - - 1d. 1539 | Aleppo - 
1495 | Buenos Ayres - - 9d. 1540 | Jaffa - = - id. 
1496 | Florence - . - 2d. 1541 | Boston = - 1d. 
1497 Lisbon - - | 1542 | NewOrleans_ -. - J 13d. 
1498 | Paris - - - -j| 2d. 1543 | Chicago - -| 3d. 
1499 | Lima  - - -| 1 ad. 1544 | Palermo - | 24d. 
1500 | Patras- - 1545 | Bengazi - | 1jd. 
1501 | Bordeaux- = - -| 3d. 1546 | Cagliari - -| Id. 
1502 | Madrid . - - 2d. 1547 | Pernambuco - - | Td. 
1503 | Amsterdam = - -| 1d. 1548 | Madrid - -| 
1504 | Suakin - - - 1d. 1549 | Corunna - - 5d. 
1505 | Angora - - - 1d. 1550 | Leghorn - - 2d. 
1506 | Havre - - - - | 23d. 1551 | New Orleans - - | 23d. 
1507 | Algiers - -| 1d. 1552 | Syra -| 14d. 
1508 | La Rochelle’ - -| 8d. 1553 | Genoa - -| 9d. 
1509 | Vera Cruz - - 2d. 1554 | Berlin - - - | 23d. 
1510 | Puerto Cortes - - 1d. 1555 | Tainan - ld. 
1511 | Taganrog - - - ld. 1556 | Zanzibar = * 4d. 
1512 | Baltimore - - - 13d, 1557 | Dunkirk - a 1d. 
1513 | Mexico - - -| 14d. |] 1558 | Ningpo - aa 
1514 | Zaila - - - | Id. 1559 | Pakhoi = - ld. 
1515 | Zomba - «= «=| 83d. 1560 | Chinkiang - - Id. 
1516 | Valparaiso afd. 1561 | New York- - -| 2d. 
1517 | Charleston - - | 24d. 1562 | Batoum - | 114d. 
1518 | Serajevo ~ - - 1d. 1563 | Naples - - é 2d. 
1519 | Saigon - - 1d, 1564 | Resht - 
1520 | Bangkok - - - 2d. 1565 | Copenhagen - - Lid. 
1521 | Tripoli- - - -| 1d. Porto Rico - -| id. 
1522 | Batavia - - -| 14d. 1567 | Malaga - 3d. 
1523 | Dakar - - - i 1568 | Galveston - -| 723d. 
1524 | Havana - - -| 2d. 1569 | Tabreez - - - id. 
1525 | Riga - - - -| 2d. |} 1570) Fiji -| 1a. 
1596 | Trebizond -| isd. | Athens ahd. 
1527 | Pireus - - - 2od. 1572 | Bilbao - - - | 3§d. 
1528 | Guayaquil - -| 14d. 1573 | Barcelona - - = Bei 
1529 | Marseilles - - - | 14d. 1574 | Fiume « - = 2d. 
1530 | Wuhu - -{ 1575 | Tahiti - Id. 
1531 | Rio de Janeiro - - ahd. 1576 | San Francisco - -| 6d. 
1582 | Trieste - - - 2d. 1577 | Ichang = - - | 13d. 
1533 | Brest - -| 1578 | Amoy - 1 id. 


1534 | Stockholm 


| 
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The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. — Price. 
350 | Servia.—Report on the Mines of Servia - - - . 2d. 
851 | Denmark.—Further Report on the Free Port of Copenhagen - | 113d. 
352 | Italy.—-Report on the Volterra Alabaster Industry - - Tid. 
353 | Jtaly.—Report for the Years 1892-93 on the Yield of Cocoons 
in Italy and on the condition of the Italian Silk Trade to 
May 1894 ld. 
354 | Austria-Hungary. —Report on the ) Mining Industry i in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina ld. 
355 | Russia.—Report on the Peasantry and Peasant Holdings i in 
Poland - 23d. 
356 | Russia.—Report on the Agricultural Position of Bussia - ld. 
357 | Stam.—Report on the Teak Trade in - - 4d. 
358 | Paraguay.—Report on the New Australia Colony in Paraguay | 1}d. 
359 | Bavaria and Wiirtemburg.—Abstract of the Reports for the 
Year 1894 of the Bavarian and 
Inspectors - $d. 
360 | United States,— laport on the Agricultural Condition of the 
United States - - 2d. 
361 | Germany.—Report on the Agricultural Position of ’ Germany 4id, 
362 | France.—Report on the Tramway Syetens of Paris and wees 
Department of the Seine - 2d. 
363 | France.—Report on the Use of the “ Bouillie Bordelaise * in 
connection with Potato and Vine Diseases - - d. 
364 | Ltaly.—Report on the Italian Cotton Industry - -| 23d. 
365 | Bavaria and Wiirtemburg.—Report on the Co-operative 
Agricultural Credit on Raiffeisen System 
in Bavaria and Wiirtemburg ld. 
366 | France.—Report for the Year 1894 on n the Fluvial ‘Traffic of 
Rouen and the Waterways of the Seine Basin 11}d. 
367 | Brazil_—Report on a Tour in the German and Italian Colonies 
in the Valley of the RiverCohy - - -| 384d. 
368 | Greece.—Report on the Emery Districts of Naxos 
369 | Argentine Republic.—Report on the Agricultural and Pastoral 
Condition and Prospects of the Argentine Republic - 13d. 


Colombia.—Report on the Agricultural Products of Tolima - 


I 
370 1d. 
i | 
| 
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LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have beeu 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year. No. Colony. Year. 
27 | Mauritius - - =| 1890 80 | Gam -| 1892 
28 | Gambia - - 81 Straite’ Settlements 
29 | Hong Kong - » 82 | Grenada ° 
30 | Ceylon - - «+! 1889 83 | Barbados 
$l . - 84 St. Vincent » 
32 - -| 1890 85 | Hong Kong 
33 | Ceylon - 86 | St. Lucia 
34 | Newfoundland - 87 Falkland Islands 
35 - {1889-91 88 | Gold Coast 
36 | Victoria - - | 1890 89 en’ ae - | 1892-93 
37 | British New Guinea - - | 1890-91 90 | Ceylon - - - -| 1892 
38 | St. Vincent - : -| 1891 91 | Zululand - - - a 
39 | Bermuda Mauritius - - 

{ 1890 %4 | British Honduras’ - 
41 | Gambia - - =| 1891 95 | Lagos 
42 | Barbados - 96 | Sierra Leone - 
43 | Turks Island - - 97 | Fiji - Pa 
Bahamas - - 98 Rodrigues ” 
45 | Fiji . - =| 1890 St. Helena - » 
46 Seychelles 1891 100 | British Bechuanaland - | 1892-93 
47 | British Bechuanaland - - | 1890-92} 101 | British Guiana - 
48 | Malta f 1890 andj | 102 | Newfoundland - - -| 1892 
1891 103 | Jamaica - - - | 1892-93 
49 | Gibraltar - - 104 | Victoria -| 1892 
50 | Falkland Islands 105 | Bermuda - . «1 
an 1 ong Kong - 
52 | Grenada - { 1891 108 | St. Vincent - 
53 | St.Lucia - - » 109 | Gibraltar 
54 | Labuan - - - » 110 | Bahamas - » 
55 British Guiana - - be i Turks and Caicos Islands - val 
56 | Zululand - - - » 112 | Leeward Islands - - o 
57 | Mauritius - - » 113 | Barbados - - - 
59 | Straits Settlements - - ”» 115 | Zululand - - e 
60 | Ceylon 116 | British Honduras - 
61 | Natal - - | 1891-92] 117 | Trinidad and Tobago 
62 | Basutoland - - 118 | Falkland Islands 
63 | St. Helena - =| 1891 119 | Rodrigues . * 
Leone - 120 | Mauritius - 
6 | | 1891-921] 121 | Straits Settlements » 
66 Trinidad and Tobago” -| 1891 122 | Labuan - 
67 | Newfoundland - 2 128 | Basutoland - - - | 1893-94 
68 | British New Guinea - | 1891-92] 124 | St. Lucia - -| 1893 
69 -| 1891 125 St. Helena 
70 Jeylon - - - 
71 | Bermuda - - 1892 127 Fiji ° 
72 | Fiji «| 1891 [7128 | Grenada - 
73 | British Honduras $9129 |Bierraleone - «| , 
74 | Turks and Caicos Islands -| 1890 130 | British Bechuanaland - | 1893-94 
75 | Gibraltar - -| 1892 1892-93 
76 | Leeward Islands - - » 131 | British New Guinea - -{ and 
77 ] » 1893-94 
78 | Trinidad and Tobago” 132 | Lagos - - - 1893 
79 Malta ° = » 
MIscELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
2 Zululand - | Forests 
3 Sierra Leone - | Geology Botany. 
4 Canada - - - - to Emigrants, 


4 

j 

4 
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